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Things Dream Builders Should Know 

Introduction 

 The only people I  know who have not  

gone through fa i th- t ry ing t r ia ls s ince 

becoming bel ievers are people who have 

not  been bel ievers very long.  Vi r tual ly 

every seasoned bel iever  I  know have gone 

through t imes when they were up against  

the proverbia l  wal l  and had no where to 

turn.  

 I f  you can ident i fy wi th what I  am 

saying then th is book is for  you.  W e te l l  

the story of  Hezekiah facing 200,000 

t ra ined and armed sold iers and how he 

responded to them. W hi le we are te l l ing 

that  story we wi l l  weave in the story of  

New Hope Communi ty and how God 

brought us through many t r ia ls to fu l f i l l  h is 

p lan for  the people of  that  communi ty.  

 I  invi te you to wrap your  hear t  

around the concept of  going to the temple 

to seek the face of  God that  we present in 
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th is book.  W e have found that  whenever 

you face insurmountable odds whi le 

at tempt ing to do what you are convinced is 

the wi l l  o f  God then you must go to the 

temple,  or  to your  p lace of  prayer  and 

seek the face of  God unt i l  he comes 

through for  you.  God wi l l  answer,  af ter  a l l ,  

i t  i s  h is p lan being threatened by the 

c i rcumstances.  

 You wi l l  read about the power of  

having a dream. You wi l l  a lso be to ld to 

expect  dream busters to come at  you to 

destroy your  dream. You wi l l  learn to be a 

dream bui lder  and f inal ly read what a l l  

people wi th a dream need to know.  

 Si t  down, re lax and get  ready for  a 

fa i th bui ld ing exper ience.  
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Chapter 1 

Tough Times      

    Will Come 

 

 

I f  you th ink you have i t  bad,  imagine 

waking up one morning to f ind that  you are 

surrounded by 200,000 enemy troops.   

That i s exact ly what King Hezekiah saw 

one morning when he looked out  the window 

of  h is palace.  Rabshekah, the commander of 

the Assyr ian army had Jerusalem 

surrounded and was at  the gate to the c i ty 

demanding surrender.  Talk about tough 

t imes!  
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Regardless of Regardless of Regardless of Regardless of 
our faith our faith our faith our faith –––– at  at  at  at 
some point some point some point some point 
tough times tough times tough times tough times 
will comewill comewill comewill come    

 The Assyr ian armies were on the move 

and conquer ing everyth ing in thei r  path.  

Sennacher ib,  the Assyr ian k ing,  had a 

massive,  wel l  equipped army. Every t r ibe 

and kingdom that  stood in h is way was 

conquered and enslaved. Now they are at  

the gates of  Jerusalem and they are 

threatening destruct ion.  W hat Hezekiah and 

the Jewish people do r ight  now wi l l  

determine thei r  h istory for  hundreds of  

years.  

I f  Hezekiah was given 

the choice he would not  

choose his present 

c i rcumstances,  but  he 

didn’ t  have a choice.  His 

enemy was at  the gate and 

he was facing tough t imes.  

W e must remember that regardless of our 

fa i th,  we wi l l  a t  some point  face tough times. 

There wi l l  be insurmountable odds l ined up 

against  us and we wi l l  be faced wi th 

d iscouragement.  In fact ,  i t  seems that  there 

is a lways the opportuni ty to become 

discouraged and give up.  There wi l l  be 

t imes when i t  seems there is no way out ;  the 
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Their enemy did Their enemy did Their enemy did Their enemy did 
not realize the not realize the not realize the not realize the 
source of Jewish source of Jewish source of Jewish source of Jewish 
strength or strength or strength or strength or 
their faiththeir faiththeir faiththeir faith    

enemy is at  the gate wi th 200,000 sold iers 

they al l  have swords and spears and al l  we 

have is a few hundred men wi th pea 

shooters.  

That was the si tuat ion for  the inhabitants 

of  Jerusalem. In fact  i t  was so bad that when 

Rabshakeh, the commander of  the Assyr ian 

hosts,  of fered to make a deal  wi th King 

Hezekiah he said that  i f  they surrendered he 

would g ive them 2000 horses,  i f  Hezekiah 

had enough men to r ide them. Jerusalem 

was in bad stra ights.  They couldn’ t  even 

feed the horses,  much less mount them. 

Rabshekah chal lenged the inhabitants of 

Jerusalem on thei r  st rength as mi l i tary 

strategists (v5) .  He chal lenged the value of  

thei r  a l l iance wi th thei r  one al l y,  Egypt (v6) .  

And he chal lenged thei r  fa i th in God (v7) .   

Against  an ordinary foe Rabshekah 

would be correct  in h is statements,  but  he 

did not  understand the Jews. He did not  

understand the source of  

thei r  st rength,  and he 

cer ta in ly d idn’ t  understand 

thei r  fa i th in Jehovah. 
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Then to add insul t  to in jury he cla imed 

that  the Lord God had spoken to h im and 

to ld h im to march against  Jerusalem and 

destroy i t  (v10) .  

W hat do you do when 200,000 sold iers 

are at  your  gate saying “God sent us to 

destroy you?” Do you cal l  a counci l  of  war? 

Do you consul t  wi th the elders? Do you 

depend upon your  army of  pea shooters? I f  

you are wise in the spi r i t  you wi l l  do what 

King Hezekiah did.  

There was a t ime in our  ministry when we 

were facing tough t imes. W e prayed and 

fasted whi le we were seeking the wi l l  o f God 

and his leadership.  Then someone came to 

us wi th what they said was a word f rom God 

for  us.  Basical ly the word was that  the 

problems we were facing had come because 

we were not  seeking God but  were going our 

own way and i f  we did not  repent and begin 

to seek him we would have our  candlest ick 

removed. 

Have you ever  been there? You are in 

the middle of  a tough place,  you have been 

crying out  to God in every way you know 

then someone comes along and te l l s you 
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judgment is coming i f  you don’ t  repent.  

 

 

 

 

 

Chapter 2  

Where to Go       

  When Tough  

Times Come 

 

 

When T imes Are Tough Go to the 

Temple 

W hen Hezekiah heard what was 

happening he “went into the temple of  the 

Lord”  (37:1) .  He didn’ t  go to the temple to 
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When tough When tough When tough When tough 
times come times come times come times come 
there’s juthere’s juthere’s juthere’s just st st st 
one place to one place to one place to one place to 
gogogogo–––– go to the  go to the  go to the  go to the 
templetempletempletemple    

hide,  he went there to seek the face of  God. 

W hat do you do when the t imes are tough 

and there is no possib le way out? You hold 

on!  You pray!  And you don’ t  g ive up!   

Tough Times Don’t  Last  — But Tough 

People Do!  I  wish I  had thought of  that  

statement,  but  I  d idn’ t .  I t ’s  not  mine,  i t ’s  

Robert  Schuler ’s.  He was given a specia l  

word when he was speaking at  a convent ion 

of  farmers.  

Robert  Schul ler  te l l s  how he had been 

cal led to be a key note speaker at  a 

convent ion of  Midwestern farmers.  Just  

before he was to g ive h is prepared speech 

the moderator  to ld h im that  he should not  

come out l ight  hear ted te l l ing funny stor ies 

because vi r tual ly every 

person in the audience 

was facing bankruptcy 

caused by drought.  They 

didn’ t  need humor they 

needed answers.  

Shocked at  the real i ty 

of  the tough t imes his 

audience was facing he 

had to abandon his prepared speech and 
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Tough Times Tough Times Tough Times Tough Times 
Don’t Last Don’t Last Don’t Last Don’t Last ––––    
Tough People Tough People Tough People Tough People 
DoDoDoDo    

turn once again to God for  the word for  h is 

audience. He began by te l l ing the story of  

h is own hardships f rom his fami ly home and 

farm being destroyed by a tornado to h is 

d i f f i cu l t ies in bui ld ing the church in Garden 

Grove to the t ragedy that  near ly took his 

daughters l i fe  and lef t  her  wi th an 

amputated leg.  Dr .  Schul ler  knew a l i t t le  

about tough t imes. 

W i th the sad news being given,  and 

having been able to gain an ident i ty wi th the 

t ragedy facing his audience, what would he 

say now? W hat could he say that  would 

change the somber mood of  the crowd and 

give them hope? 

From somewhere deep inside his spi r i t  

came the l ion l i ke roar  of  these words,  

“Tough T imes Don’ t  Last ,  But  Tough 

People Do!”  Those near bankrupt  farmers 

heard th is word as i f  i t  were the voice of  

God and came to thei r  

feet  wi th applause. Yes,  

t imes were tough and for  

many i t  was as tough as 

i t  had ever  been; but  in 

that  instant ,  as i f  God 
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had planned i t  a l l  a long, they rose wi th 

renewed hope and courage. They real ized 

that  as bad as i t  was,  and as tough as i t  

was;  they were badder and tougher!  

W hen we face our  own impossib le t ime; 

W hen the enemy is so much bigger  than us;  

W hen we are f ight ing the very e lements of  

nature i tsel f ;  W hen we are in a p lace where 

only God himsel f  can make a d i f ference — 

then He wi l l !  Al l  we have to do is go to the 

temple of  the Lord.  

Just  l i ke Hezekiah,  Schul ler  went to the 

temple of  the Lord by seeking God for  h is 

word and in turn God brought h is temple to 

that  audience by g iv ing them a word of  hope 

and fa i th.  Somet imes the only answer is just  

to go back to the temple.  

 

Jesus to ld h is d iscip les that  i f  you are 

facing a mountain that  you cannot go over or 

around, then pray,  bel ieving,  and that  

mountain wi l l  be moved (Matthew 17:20) .  

Don’t  be moved by the mountain.  Don’t  

look at  the enemy and th ink i t  can’ t  be done. 

Don’t  consider  the c i rcumstances and 
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bel ieve the nay-sayers who would never  

venture to r i sk everyth ing in a venture of  

fa i th.  Don’t  g ive up.  Don’t  ever  say,  “ I  g ive 

up” .  Tough t imes wi l l  pass away; they wi l l  

eventual ly leave and those who l i ve 

bel ieving,  t rust ing and obeying God wi l l  

conquer.  Tough Times Don’t  Last  Last ,  But  

Tough People Do. 

    

Chapter 3Chapter 3Chapter 3Chapter 3    

 

The Way         The Way         The Way         The Way             

Dreams Are     Dreams Are     Dreams Are     Dreams Are         

GivenGivenGivenGiven 
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When God When God When God When God 
calls men and calls men and calls men and calls men and 
women to women to women to women to 
seek his face seek his face seek his face seek his face 
he shows he shows he shows he shows 
them his them his them his them his 
heartheartheartheart    

THE WAY DREAMS ARE GIVEN 

W hen God cal ls men and women seek his 

face he shows them his hear t .  I f  we are 

open wi th God and seek his wi l l ,  he wi l l  

open himsel f  to us and give us a dream. 

 

Al l  of  Israel  were possessed by a dream 

that  was more than a thousand years o ld.  

God had promised Abraham the land of  

Canaan long before h is descendants came 

to Jerusalem. Every Hebrew chi ld was 

taught that  they were 

specia l  to God and that  he 

had given them the land as 

an ever last ing home. They 

were born and ra ised wi th 

the conf idence of  knowing 

that  as long as they l i ved in 

fa i th they would possess 

the land.  

Hezekiah was made King of  Judah at  the 

age of  25,  but  i t  was not  h is youth that  set  

h im apart  f rom other  k ings.  I t  was his dream. 

He dreamed of  restor ing Jerusalem and the 

people of  promise to the glory that  God had 
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When tough When tough When tough When tough 
times come  times come  times come  times come  
and tough and tough and tough and tough 
people pray people pray people pray people pray 
God gives God gives God gives God gives 
dreams and dreams and dreams and dreams and 
visionsvisionsvisionsvisions    

i n tended for  them.  

2 Kings 18 records,  “Hezekiah t rusted in 

the Lord,  the God of  Israel .  There was no 

one l i ke h im among al l  the k ings of  Judah, 

e i ther  before h im or  af ter  h im. He held fast  

to the Lord and did not  cease to fo l low him, 

he kept the commands the Lord had given 

Moses.  And the Lord was wi th h im; he was 

successful  in  what ever  he undertook.”  

 He did not  stop at  restor ing the Temple.  

He commanded the groves of  idols to Baal  

to be torn down. Not only d id he restore 

worship of  Jehovah, but  he was also 

prohib i t ing the people f rom worshipping 

fa lse gods.  He had a dream of  restored 

glory.  

I t  was wi th th is dream and hope that  

Hezekiah went to the temple to pray.  From 

deep in the resources of  h is fa i th Hezekiah 

knew that  i f  he could make contact  wi th God 

and hear  h is voice,  they would be victorious. 

Hezekiah sent messengers to the prophet 

Isaiah asking him to inqui re 

of  the Lord to see just  how 

he would send victory.  
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Isaiah’s answer came back,  “This is what the 

Lord says:  Do not  be afra id of  what you 

have heard. . .  I  am going to put  a spi r i t  in  

h im [Rabshakeh] so that  when he hears a 

cer ta in repor t ,  he wi l l  return to h is own 

country,  and there I  wi l l  have him cut  down 

wi th the sword.”  

Look at  how the picture changes.  From 

200,000 angry sold iers threatening 

destruct ion f rom outside the gate to empty 

f ie lds wi th nothing but  the set t l ing dust  to 

indicate they had been there.  I t  is especial ly 

important  to note that  not  one sold ier  ra ised 

a sword.  Not one mother  of  Jerusalem 

received word that  her  son would not  be 

coming home from batt le.  Not one chi ld of  

Jerusalem lost  a father  to war.  God simply 

“put  a spi r i t  on”  the enemy and they lef t .  

W hen tough t imes 

come, and tough people 

pray,  God gives dreams 

and vis ions.  W hen godly 

men and women pray,  

seeking the wi l l  o f  God, 

he reveals h is hear t  to them. W hen God 

reveals h is hear t ,  great  fa i th and hope are 

 
When tough times 
come, and tough 
people pray, God 
gives dreams and 
visions 
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sure to fo l low. 

The dream of  New Hope Communi ty 

began in February of  1995. W hi le in my 

of f i ce in prayer  and study one morning a 

phone cal l  came. The cal l  was f rom a lady 

that  owned a rather  large motel  that  was run 

down and not  making i t .  She wanted to ta lk 

to me about taking over  the motel  for  our  

ministry.  

Dur ing the per iod of  about a month whi le 

we were seeking for  guidance, God began to 

g ive us a dream. W e saw fami l ies who were 

broken, hur t ing and having no hope coming 

to a p lace where thei r  hope could be 

renewed, Thei r  d igni ty restored,  thei r  hur ts 

healed and thei r  dreams fu l f i l led.  

I  saw a resident ia l  program where 

fami l ies had a home. A place where there 

was no hunger and everyone had adequate 

c lothes.  I  saw a place where people would 

receive t ra in ing in responsib i l i ty  and 

accountabi l i ty ,  where a work eth ic would be 

pract iced;  drugs and alcohol  would not  be 

al lowed and Chr ist  would be of fered as the 

answer.  
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God gave us an opportuni ty to l i ve out  

that  dream. W e were given contro l  of  the 

motel  in  January of  1996. W e changed the 

name to Pathf inder  Inn and i t  became the 

home of  New Hope Communi ty (NHC) 

Project .  NHC was a communi ty project  of  

fami l ies commi t ted to the l i fe t ime process of 

restorat ion and reconci l ia t ion.  Most of  the 

fami l ies that  par t i c ipated were homeless and 

a very h igh percentage were drug and/or  

a lcohol  addicted.  A major i ty of  them came 

from dysfunct ional  fami l ies and as a 

consequence they were ra is ing 

dysfunct ional  fami l ies.  

Our dream for  each fami ly was to provide 

an envi ronment that  was conducive to 

change and chal lenge them to being 

commi t ted to the process of posi t ive change. 

Our v is ion was to support  thei r  decis ion to 

l i ve drug and alcohol  f ree.  I t  was to see 

them grow from homelessness to having an 

apar tment,  and eventual ly to own thei r  own 

home. 

For  over  a year  before 

we began NHC Jane and I 

were minister ing in a 

Our dream for 
each family was to 
provide an 
environment  that 
was conducive to 
change and 
challenge them to 
change 
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l arge apar tment complex.  The owners 

a l lowed us the use of  an apar tment for  Bib le 

Studies and chi ldren’s programs. At  one 

point  we were minister ing to over  110 

people in that  one complex.   

The one th ing that  bothered us in that  

work was that  we were wi l l ingly serving,  but  

there was no last ing f ru i t  being establ ished. 

Every morning in my ear ly prayer  I  would 

pray for  a harvest  of  souls.  My prayer  

cont inual ly was,  “Lord,  g ive me souls for  my 

hi re.”  Many would l i s ten and reci te the 

s inners prayer ,  but  very few came to a p lace 

of  l i fe  changing commi tment to Chr ist .  

 

Every day Jane and I  would go over  to 

the apar tments to minister .  Jane kept bags 

of  grocer ies in the back of  our  car  and gave 

them away dai ly.  

W e gave and gave but  weren’ t  seeing 

very many become establ ished bel ievers.  

Then Bobby and Michel le came into our  

l i ves.  

Among the f i rst  people to respond to our  

ministry in the apar tments was a young 
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We would find 
people who had lost 
hope – people 
whose dreams were 
shattered – and 
offer them hope 

couple wi th two smal l  boys.  Every week we 

would g ive them some grocer ies.  I  was also 

wr i t ing a shor t  inspi rat ional  pamphlet  each 

week and I  would del iver  a copy wi th the 

grocer ies.  W hen we star ted a Saturday 

morning puppet show Bobby and Michel le 

would drop thei r  two young boys of f  to see 

the puppets.  

The puppet show!  W hat an exper ience!  

W e would have 40 chi ldren f rom ages 2 to 8 

in an apar tment l i v ing room to see a puppet 

show that  Jane scr ipted each week.  I  would 

be hold ing a chi ld in each arm one would be 

at tached to each leg as I  narrated the show. 

People would drop of f  thei r  toddlers with wet 

d iapers and somet imes worse!  

 

Bobby and Michel le would drop of f  thei r  

boys then disappear for  two hours or  more.  

W hen we f inal ly found them they would have 

some kind of  an excuse but  we didn’ t  f ind 

out  unt i l  la ter  what was going on.  

On day when I  came by thei r  apar tment 

Bobby met me at  the 

door  said he wanted to 
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ta lk.  Then he said,  “Paul ,  that  paper you 

dropped of f  last  week was about me. W hen I  

read the par t  that  said God kept taking us in 

the same ci rc le unt i l  we learned the lessons 

we needed to learn I  real ized that  was me. 

W e go through th is cycle of  get t ing an 

apar tment,  then messing up using our money 

for  drugs and becoming homeless,  then 

get t ing an apar tment and star t ing the cycle 

over  again.  Paul ,  I  want to change, how do I  

do that?”  

That day I  began to learn about the 

people we had been minister ing to.  Bobby 

and Michel le were methamphetimine addicts. 

They were also dealers.  W hen they dropped 

thei r  boys of f  and disappeared they were 

ei ther  sel l ing drugs or  using drugs.   

I  a lso found out  that  between al l  of  the 

government programs that  were support ing 

them they were br inging home more money 

each month than Jane and I  were and they 

had far  fewer expenses than we did.  On top 

of  that  we were buying thei r  grocer ies for  

them so they could sel l  thei r  food stamps to 

buy drugs.  

I t  was f rom our  exper ience at  that  
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apartment complex that  God began to bui ld 

in us the dream of  New Hope Communi ty.  

W e would f ind people who had lost  hope, 

people whose dreams had been shattered,  

and of fer  them new hope. 

The t ime we spent minister ing at  the 

apar tments was a t ime of  t ra in ing us for  the 

work we would do at  the motel .  W i thout the 

lessons we learned there we would not  have 

been able to survive the work we were about 

to enter .  

W e had learned that  we couldn’ t  help 

anyone. W e could only of fer  support  for  

thei r  decis ion to change. W e had also 

learned that  there was only a smal l  

percentage of  people who were ready for  

change. 

Chapter 4Chapter 4Chapter 4Chapter 4    

The LifeThe LifeThe LifeThe Lifetime    time    time    time    

   Process   Process   Process   Process 
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The L i fet ime Process of  Reconci l ia t ion,  

Renewal and Restorat ion 

One of  the lessons I  learned in my 

journey of  fa i th is that  there is no quick and 

easy f i x for  s in based l i festy le.  Oh yes,  I  

hear  you say,  “W hat about salvat ion.  Don’t  

you bel ieve God forgives us of  our  s in and 

changes us at  salvat ion?”  My answer is 

absolute ly.  I f  salvat ion was al l  we got  we 

would cer ta in ly share in the eternal  l i fe  that  

God of fers,  but  I  am ta lk ing about something 

besides the sin we’ve commi t ted.  I ’m ta lk ing 

about the behaviors that  have become 

patterned into our  l i ves that  are causing our  

Chr ist ian walk to become inef fect ive and 

leaving us shor t  of  at ta in ing the joy of  the 

Lord.  

 

Paul  was ta lk ing about th is in Phi l ippians 

2:12 when he wrote,  “Cont inue to work out  

your  salvat ion wi th fear  and t rembl ing.”  He 

is not  ta lk ing about working to at ta in 

salvat ion but  rather  once you have become 

saved he says we should cont inue to work 
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on developing a godly l i festy le.  

Too many bel ievers 

have become saved and 

never  moved on into the 

blessing of  l i v ing in the 

saved state because they 

never  deal t  wi th c leaning 

thei r  hear t  and l i fe  of  the 

pat terned behaviors that  s in had produced 

in us.  They are l i ke Israel  wander ing in the 

deser t  for  40 years when al l  the t ime they 

were wi th in a week’s journey of  reaching the 

promised, but  they just  d idn’ t  bel ieve i t  was 

for  them. 

Some have asked i f  I  am ta lk ing about a 

second work of  grace when I  ta lk about 

being del ivered f rom the pat terns of  

behavior  that  the scr ipture ta lk about as 

being the way of  the f lesh (see Galat ians 

5:19-21) .  My answer is that  I  am actual ly 

ta lk ing about a cont inuing work of  grace.  

That ’s why the Apost le Paul  admonished the 

Phi l ippians to,  “cont inue to work out  your  

salvat ion.”  

That ’s why we ta lked about a l i fe t ime 

process.  W e have learned that  we are 

Too many believers 
have become saved 
and never moved into 
the blessing of the 
saved state because 
they never dealt with 
changing patterned 
behaviors of the past 
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reconci led to God at  salvat ion and that  we 

have been renewed in our  spi r i t  by the Holy 

Ghost,  but  the process of  restorat ion is 

ongoing and last  a l i fe t ime.   

W hen we began New Hope Communi ty in 

the motel  we in i t ia ted intake interviews to 

determine i f  a fami ly was ready for  what we 

were of fer ing.  I f  we were going to be able to 

lead these people into the l i fe t ime process 

of  reconci l ia t ion,  renewal and restoration we 

had to f i rst  determine i f  they were ready for  

that  k ind of  commi tment.  That was the 

purpose of  the intake interview. 

These fo lks were not  novices at  get t ing 

at tent ion and asking for  help.  Many of  them 

had been system dependent for generations. 

They had been through many social  services 

programs, drug rehabi l i ta t ion programs, job 

t ra in ing program, wel fare to work programs, 

and more.  Yet,  they were homeless,  st i l l  

drug addicted and system dependent.  They 

needed to change but  a very smal l  

percentage of  them had real ized just  how 

desperate was there need. 

W hen a fami ly came to us thei r  f i rst  task 

was to convince us that  they had given up 
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any hope of  solv ing thei r  problems alone. 

Thei r  second task was to convince us they 

ready to commi t  to whatever  i t  would take to 

change thei r  l i ves.  I f  they were successful  in 

convincing us of  those two th ings we would 

g ive them a chance. W e then asked them to 

commi t  to the l i fe t ime process of  restorat ion 

and reconci l ia t ion.  

These fami l ies had not  been exposed to 

the same discip l ines of  l i fe  that  inf luences 

many of  us dur ing our  developmental  years.  

Most of  us were taught a cer ta in amount of  

c leanl iness and order l iness. The famil ies we 

worked wi th needed t ra in ing in a l l  of  these 

areas.  

Because of  the behaviors of  the past  

most of  the people we were to work wi th had 

lost  contact  wi th fami ly.  Many of  them had 

lost  thei r  chi ldren to protect ive services,  

and near ly a l l  of  the people they current ly 

knew were drug users.  They needed to be 

restored and reconci led to thei r  fami l ies,  

thei r  chi ldren,  society and to re lat ionship 

wi th God. 

Jane and I  became commi t ted to the 

dream of  seeing people restored to hope, 
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healed of  thei r  hur ts,  thei r  dreams fu l f i l led,  

and reconci led to God. To that  dream we 

commi t ted our  l i ves.  And, th is dream has 

near ly cost  us just  that ,  our  l i ves.  

W hether  we are preaching in a local  

church,  working wi th drug addicts or  just  

doing outreach our  message is the same; In 

order  for  a person to become restored to the 

abundant l i fe  that  God has intended for  

them they must become commi t ted to the 

l i fe t ime process of  reconci l ia t ion,  renewal  

and restorat ion.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Chapter 5 
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There will 
always be 
dream busters 
so we had just 
as well get used 
to it 

Dream Busters 
 

 

DREAM BUSTERS 

Hezekiah had a dream, but  Rabshekah 

was t ry ing hard to bust  h is dream. There 

were 200,000 sword waving  sold iers 

surrounding Jerusalem as Rabshekah 

yel led,  “Jehovah has sent me to destroy 

you.”   

There wi l l  a lways be dream busters so 

we had just  as wel l  get  used 

to i t .  There is an abundance 

of  people who are ready to 

te l l  you i t  can’ t  be done. 

Every advisor  I  contacted 

about our  project  said,  “you 

can’ t  do i t . ”  Our at torney 

said,  “ I  wouldn’ t  touch th is deal  wi th a ten 

foot  pole.”  Our f i rst  par tners lef t  wi th in 30 

days and to ld us we had less than a 10% 

chance of  making i t .  

There was not  enough money, we didn’ t  

know how to run a motel  and we had never  
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run a program l i ke New Hope Communi ty.  I f  

there was ever  a prescr ipt ion for  fa i lure,  we 

were i t .  By every account of  man we should 

not  have survived the f i rst  30 days.  

W e took over  the Dodge Ci ty Inn on 

Fr iday,  January 26.  There were 200 motel  

rooms wi th 28 occupied and 135 that  were 

not  able to be occupied.  There were four  of  

us and in less than th i r ty days there were 

two of  us;  the two smart  ones lef t !  

On the f i rst  Monday morning we were at  

the inn we contacted al l  the ut i l i t ies that  

serviced the complex to check the status of  

our  accounts.  I t  was a good th ing we did.  

The gas company and the electr ic had 

dispatched employees to d isconnect us. The 

phone company was cut t ing of f  service as of 

5 O’clock,  and the water  was on a 48 hour  

not ice.  Al l  of  these ut i l i ty  b i l l s  amounted to 

over  $25,000 and we didn’ t  have even a 

thousand dol lars.  

W e had only been there three days and I  

could a l ready see Rabshakeh at  the gate 

t ry ing to negot iate our  surrender.  

Dream busters — there wi l l  never  be a 
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Dreams are made Dreams are made Dreams are made Dreams are made 
at the temple at the temple at the temple at the temple ––––    
they are they are they are they are 
maintained at the maintained at the maintained at the maintained at the 
temple temple temple temple –––– they are  they are  they are  they are 
restored at the restored at the restored at the restored at the 
tttteeeemplemplemplemple    

shortage of  them. From people to 

c i rcumstances,  i f  you are looking for  an 

opportuni ty to fo ld up and go home, there 

wi l l  a lways be ample opportuni ty to g ive up.  

Our f i rst  dream buster  was sad state of  

f inancia l  af fa i rs.  The second dream buster  

was the physical  condi t ion of  the rental  

rooms. The th i rd dream buster  was the 

condi t ion of  in f rastructure;  the boi ler  room, 

p lumbing,  and electr ical .  The four th dream 

buster  was when our  par tners lef t  us.  And 

f inal ly,  on top of  everyth ing else we found 

out  that  we had made a bad deal  on the 

proper ty.  

In less than a month 

af ter  we took over  the 

bank that  held the f i rst  

mortgage sent a let ter  of  

foreclosure.  I t  seems that  

the owner had not  made a 

payment in over  a year  

and i t  would take $350,000 to cure the 

defaul t .  Dream busters.  

W hen Hezekiah faced his dream busters 

(200,000 of  them just  outs ide the gate) ,  he 

went to the temple.  Dreams are made at  the 
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temple.  Dreams are mainta ined at  the 

temple.  Dreams are restored at  the temple.  

There were many kings of  Jerusalem that 

had not  served the Lord fa i thfu l l y.  They had 

bui l t  groves of  idols to the popular  gods of  

the region.  They abused the people taxing 

them for  thei r  own luxur ies.  The people had 

been led into immoral i ty and spi r i tual  

defeat .  Al l  of  th is d isobedience to God had 

brought them into a ser ies of  t imes of  

serving foreign powers.  Hezekiah brought 

Israel  in to an era of  change. 

W hen Hezekiah became king,  “He did 

what was r ight  in the eyes of  the Lord.  Just  

as h is father  David had done. He removed 

the high places,  smashed the sacred stones 

and cut  down the Asherah poles.  He broke 

into p ieces the bronze snake Moses had 

made, for  up to that  t ime the Israel i tes had 

been burning incense to i t .  ( I t  was cal led 

Nehushtan.) ”          (2 Kings 18:3-4) .  

Hezekiah was a man of  integr i ty who 

fo l lowed the Lord complete ly (vs 5-9) .  He 

became an example to the people of  what 

God wanted thei r  leaders to be.  His dream 

was to restore Jerusalem to the glory she 
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This ministry This ministry This ministry This ministry 
we thought we thought we thought we thought 
was a blessing was a blessing was a blessing was a blessing 
was beginning was beginning was beginning was beginning 
to look like a to look like a to look like a to look like a 
judgmentjudgmentjudgmentjudgment    

had once known. He knew that  could only 

happen by the grace and power of  Almighty 

God. So he turned complete ly to God. 

Now here he is,  Rabshakeh is at  the gate 

threatening him. W hat should 

he do? Cal l  a counci l  of  the 

e lders to determine the terms 

of  surrender? Cal l  together  

h is generals to p lan thei r  

defense? W hat would this man 

of  character  do? He went to the temple and 

cal led for  the prophet of  God. 

The prophet Isaiah sends Hezekiah th is 

mesage, “This is what the Lord says: ‘Do not 

be afra id of  what you have heard.”  W hen in 

the hour  of  h is greatest  t r ia l  God himsel f  

speaks and says,  “Do not  be afra id! ”  W hat 

hope!  W hat a dream!  

W e had only been at  the inn a few 

months when ear ly one morning facing what 

seemed to be insurmountable obstacles;  at  

th is t ime more than $50,000 behind in our  

obl igat ions wi th no way of  making them good 

in the foreseeable future,  I  went to the 

temple.  
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I went to the I went to the I went to the I went to the 
temple and God temple and God temple and God temple and God 
said: Stay With said: Stay With said: Stay With said: Stay With 
The DealThe DealThe DealThe Deal    

I t  had become my pract ice to spend my 

ear ly mornings in prayer  and th is par t i cular  

morning I  was carry ing a heavy burden. I  

had begun t ry ing to th ink of  some way to get  

out  of  my contract  at  the inn.  I  was 

beginning to wonder i f  my dream had 

become a nightmare.  At  f i rst  I  thought th is 

dream was a wonderfu l  b lessing in ministry,  

now I  began to ask i f  i t  was instead a 

judgment f rom God. 

Confused, d iscouraged, looking for  

answers,  I  went to the temple.  That morning 

the only answer I  got  

was,  “Stay wi th the 

deal . ”  Every t ime I  

brought i t  to the Lord my 

spi r i t  seem to shout 

back at  me, “Stay wi th the deal . ”  

You might  ask,  “How can staying wi th a 

bad deal  be good?” The same way that  

hear ing God say,  “Do not  be afra id”  af fected 

Hezekiah.  W hen God Himsel f  says “Do not  

be afra id”  i t  i s  only because he knows 

something we don’ t .  W hen the Almighty, who 

alone spoke the wor lds into existence and 

hung the stars on nothing but  space, says,  



 35 

“Do not  be afra id”  you can rest  assured that  

we have nothing to fear .   

W hen God says,  “Stay wi th the deal ”  you 

can rest  assured that  he has a p lan that  i s 

being put  into act ion.   

The Assyrians came against Jerusalem 

and King Hezekiah as dream busters.  

Look at  how they sought  to  d iscourage 

the Jews:  

•  They r id iculed Hezekiah’s 

a l l iance wi th Egypt 

•  They r id iculed Hezekiah’s God 

•  They r id iculed the size of  the 

Jerusalem army 

•  Then they said,  “The Lord 

h imsel f  to ld me to march against  

th is country and destroy i t . ”  

•  They boasted of  thei r  v ictor ies 

over  the gods of  other  lands 

I f  Hezekiah had l i s tened to the dream 

busters he would have been defeated before 

he ever  star ted the bat t le.  He chose rather  

to go to the temple and hear  what God had 

to say.  The great  s igni f i cance of  l i s tening to 
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God’s opin ion on the subject  i s  that  he 

knows the end f rom the beginning.  

 

God knew that  Rabshakeh was going to 

hear  the news that  the Assyr ian army was 

being at tacked in another  bat t le f ront .  God 

also knew how he would respond to the 

news. God knew that  i f  Hezekiah and 

Rabshakeh were in armed conf l i c t  that  

Rabshakeh would not  leave his own battle to 

go to another .  God was saying,  “Let  i t  be.  

Don’t  be afra id,  don’ t  f ight ,  just  wai t ;  I  wi l l  

send you a v ictory.”  

Because Hezekiah was wi l l ing to seek 

God for  an answer and wai t  for  God to br ing 

the answer to pass,  he did not  have to enter  

bat t le.  Not one sold ier  was lost .  A great  

v ictory was won wi thout l i f t ing a sword.  
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Chapter 6 

Dream Builders 
 

DREAM BUILDERS 

Just  a couple of  months af ter  hear ing 

God say,  “stay wi th the deal ”  I  was having a 

lot  of  pain in my chest  and I  was out  of  

breath most of  the t ime. I  would of ten f ind 

mysel f  walk ing to where I  was going then 

f inding a p lace to s i t  down for  a few 

minutes.  W orking too much, rest ing too l i tt le 

and absolute ly no t ime of f  was taking i t ’s  

to l l .  

F inal ly one Saturday morning I  sat  in my 

of f i ce exhausted and sick.  I  fe l t  l i ke I was up 

against  a wal l .  I  fe l t  l i ke I  couldn’ t  put  in 

another  18 hour  day.  There was no place to 

go but  to the temple.  Si t t ing at  my desk I  

prayed, “Lord,  you said to keep the deal .  I  

have,  but  I  can’ t  go any fur ther .  You have 
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got to come through. I f  you don’ t  send 

someone to work wi th Jane and I  we wi l l  not  

be able to cont inue th is work.  W e must have 

help.”  

W hen I  f in ished praying I  opened my 

address book and beginning wi th the A’s I  

cal led the number of  every minister  I  knew. I 

f inal ly got  to the S’s and cal led a person I  

had not  seen or  spoken to in 18 years;  Craig 

Smi th.  

About a year  and a hal f  ear l ier  I  was 

vis i t ing wi th Larry and Rachel  Payne and 

Larry to ld me that  Craig was pastor ing in 

Pomona. I  wrote down his number th inking 

that  I  might  cal l  h im somet ime. 

W hen I  got  h im on the phone there was a 

few minutes of  becoming reacquainted then I 

asked i f  he knew of  anyone who would be 

interested in working wi th a new church that  

ministered pr imar i l y wi th drug addicted 

homeless fami l ies.  I  to ld h im that  there was 

not  much pay but  there was a lot  of  work.  I  

could promise long hours,  s ix to seven days 

a week, a p lace to l i ve and enough money to 

l i ve on i f  you didn’ t  have a car  payment and 
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didn’ t  eat  too much. 

I  real ly never  expected that  he and 

Vickie would have any interest .  I  was only 

asking for  a referra l .  W hi le we were ta lk ing 

Craig began to ask some in-depth quest ions 

and said he would l i ke to come and vis i t  the 

work.  W e ended the conversat ion wi th 

p leasantr ies and I  thought,  “W el l  Lord,  I  

don’ t  know what you have in mind but  I ’ l l  

keep giv ing i t  a l l  I ’ve got  unt i l  something 

breaks.”  

 

That same af ternoon Craig cal led back 

and said he would be up the fo l lowing 

W ednesday.  W hen he arr ived I  was just  

going into a d iscip l ine commi t tee meet ing.   

 

A d iscip l ine commi t tee meet ing was 

cal led whenever a communi ty member had 

vio lated the ru les,  usual ly by using drugs.  I t  

was a process of  of fenders having to face 

thei r  peers and receive discip l ine by them. 

The discip l ine could range f rom a stern 

rebuke to being put  out  of  the project .  

This par t i cular  commi t tee meet ing lasted 
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for  some t ime. Craig just  sat  and l i s tened. 

W e went f rom that  meet ing to another  cr ises 

and another  unt i l  f inal l y i t  was about 10PM. 

That c losed out  the f i rst  day he was wi th us.  

The next  couple of  days I  hardly saw 

Craig and on Fr iday wondered what had 

happened to h im. W alking past  our  

communi ty d in ing room I  saw him si t t ing at a 

table wi th a group of  men around him. I  

could te l l  by the look on his face that  he 

was al ready hooked. 

Fr iday evening Vickie arr ived.  I  don’ t  

remember seeing her  again unt i l  Saturday 

evening when Craig,  Vickie,  her  s ister  

Sandy and Mark,  Sandy’s husband were 

prepar ing music for  the Sunday service.  

Those were busy t imes. 

Monday af ternoon Craig and Vickie went 

back to Pomona. Jane and I  went back to 

the temple.  I  could see that  Craig and Vickie 

were both moved by the ministry here;  but  i t  

would take a mi racle to get  them to come. 

The church they pastored was 

establ ished and most of  the people were 

pret ty much pat terned into the Chr ist ian 
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The Lord has 
impressed me 
that  you are 
going move to 
the other side 
and begin 
working wi th 
needy people 

l i festy le.  There was very l i t t le  work to 

keeping th ings going smoothly.  Craig had a 

successful  Insurance business as wel l  and 

Vickie was happy working as a medical  

assistant .  They owned thei r  own home wi th 

two cars and a garage.  

Even wi th a l l  that  God had done for  us in 

the ministry to th is point  my fa i th was week. 

I  fe l t  that  there was no way they would g ive 

up al l  that  and move into a motel  room to 

minister  to homeless drug addicts.    

Jane and I  just  went to the temple.  W hen 

God te l l s you to stay wi th the deal  he is 

going to make the deal  work.  W e prayed. 

W e both knew that  i f  help d id not  come we 

would not  be able to keep up at  the pace we 

were having go.  

On Tuesday evening 

Craig and Vickie at tended 

a specia l  service at  a 

neighbor ing church.  The 

guest  speaker  came to 

Craig af ter  service and 

to ld h im, “The Lord has 

impressed me that  you are 

going move to the other  
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side and begin working wi th needy people.”  

God had answered.  

Craig cal led the next  morning and 

commi t ted to come. For  the next  s ix weeks 

he would f l y  up to Sacramento for  three 

days then f l y back to Pomona. F inal ly on 

July 15 Craig and Vickie moved up.   

 

They lef t  thei r  comfor table church and 

home. Craig lef t  h is business and Vickie left 

her  job to move into a motel  and work wi th 

people in recovery.  Only God could pul l  that 

of f .  

 

Three days af ter  Craig and Vickie moved 

in I  went into the hospi ta l .  Jane had cal led 

to reschedule an appointment I  had missed 

and was expla in ing my symptoms to the 

nurse.  The nurse wanted to ask me a few 

quest ions.  W hen I  answered she to ld me to 

come to the emergency room immediate ly.  I  

to ld her  that  I  had a dent ist  appointment and 

I  would come down af ter  I  had seen the 

dent ist .  To that  she responded that  she was 

sending an ambulance and I  had bet ter  get  
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Now, years 
later,  we can 
clearly see 
the hand of 
God in the 
events of that 
t ime 

i n  i t  when i t  ar r ived.  By that  t ime she had 

me convinced. I  to ld her  that  I  would be 

there in 10 minutes.  

By the t ime they got  a l l  of  the equipment 

hooked up to me I  could te l l  that  I  wasn’ t  

get t ing out  of  there that  day.  They got  my 

hear t  stabi l i zed and did some tests including 

an angiogram. The doctor  concluded that  I  

needed to have by-pass surgery.  

Just  a week af ter  Craig and Vickie moved 

in I  underwent hear t  by-pass surgery.  The 

doctor  d id 5 by-passes.  Some people are 

a l ready th inking,  “ I f  that  i s  the way God 

answers prayer ,  I ’ l l  just  handle i t  mysel f ,  

thank you! ”  

Now, years later ,  we can clear ly see the 

hand of  God in the events of  that  t ime. I f  

Jane and I  had not  have gone to our  temple 

of  prayer  to seek the wi l l  o f  God we would 

never  have survived the at tempts Satan has 

made on our  l i ves and th is ministry.  

God had planned f rom the beginning to 

have Craig and Vickie jo in us in ministry; we 

just  had to hear  what he 

was saying instead of  
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God Answers: God Answers: God Answers: God Answers: 

“Do not be “Do not be “Do not be “Do not be 

afraid of what afraid of what afraid of what afraid of what 

you have you have you have you have 

heard”heard”heard”heard” 

 

l ooking at  the c i rcumstances.  New Hope 

Communi ty would not  have survived I f  God 

had not  in h is wisdom cal led a couple who 

were al ready comfor tably f i xed in thei r  

pastorate to sacr i f i ce a l l  and come to work 

among people of  need. That ’s what happens 

when the people of  God wi l l  take their dream 

to the temple.   

Tough Times Don’t  Last  But Tough 

People Do; People W i th A Dream Are Hard 

To Beat.  Dream bui lders learn to go to the 

temple when thei r  dream is threatened. 

Hezekiah’s response to the f irst threat:  

He went to the Temple to pray (Is. 37:1-2)  

and cal led for the prophet of God. What 

happened at the Temple? God spoke and 

said, “Do not be afraid of what you have 

heard”  

Not long af ter  Sennacher ib ’s chief  

general  heard the news that  

cal led h im away f rom 

Jerusalem another  let ter  

arr ived.  This t ime 

Sennacher ib was reminding 

Hezekiah that  he had 
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destroyed al l  of  the k ings that  t rusted in 

thei r  god to del iver  them. The threat  was 

that  he was coming to destroy Jerusalem 

and there was no army that  could stop him. 

The mistake Sennacher ib made was that  

he chal lenged the abi l i ty  of  the Lord God 

himsel f  to del iver  the people who had turned 

to Him for  protect ion.  The let ter  said,  “Do 

not  let  the god you depend on deceive you 

when he says,  ‘Jerusalem wi l l  not be handed 

over  to the k ing of  Assyr ia ’ . “  A tactical  error. 

 

You can chal lenge the prophet of  God 

You can chal lenge the people of  God. But 

woe to the one who chal lenges the Lord God 

himsel f .  

Hezekiah’s response to the second 

let ter:  ( Is.  37:14-20)  He returned to the 

temple.  Dream bui lders consistently go back 

to the source of  thei r  dream. In the temple 

Hezekiah prayed, “ I t  i s  t rue,  O Lord,  that the 

Assyr ian k ings have la id waste these 

nat ions and these lands.  They have thrown 

thei r  gods into the f i re and destroyed them, 

for  they were not  gods but  only wood and 
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The greater the The greater the The greater the The greater the 
pressure thepressure thepressure thepressure the     
more dream more dream more dream more dream 
bui lders bui lders bui lders bui lders 
depend upon depend upon depend upon depend upon 
their  Godtheir  Godtheir  Godtheir  God    

stone, fashioned by men’s hands.  Now, O 

Lord our  God, del iver  us f rom his hand, so 

that  a l l  k ingdoms on ear th may know that  

you alone, O Lord,  are God.”  

The greater  the pressure the more dream 

bui lders depend upon thei r  God. W e would 

never  know the God of  

impossib i l i t ies i f  we never  

at tempted the impossib le.  

W e would never  know the 

God of  great  and 

mi raculous del iverance i f  

we did not  humbly go to 

our  temple of  prayer  and seek him.  

Then God spoke. 2 Kings 19:20-31 

records the message Isaiah sent to 

Hezekiah.  The main body of  the message 

says,  “This is what the Lord,  the God of  

Israel ,  says:  I  have heard your  prayer  

concerning Sennacher ib k ing of  Assyr ia.  

This is the word that  the Lord has spoken 

against  h im:. . .  I  know where you stay and 

when you come and go and how you rage 

against  me. Because you rage against  me 

and you insolence has reached my ears,  I  

wi l l  put  my hook in your  nose and my bi t  in  
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your mouth,  and I  wi l l  

make you return by the 

way you came.”   

That same night ,  

whi le the Assyr ian sold iers s lept ,  feel ing 

secure in the strength of  thei r  numbers,  the 

angel  of  the Lord went into thei r  camp and 

destroyed 185,000 men. 2 Kings 19 35-36 

simply records,  “W hen the people got up the 

next  morning — there were al l  the dead 

bodies!  So Sennacher ib k ing of  Assyr ia 

broke camp and wi thdrew. He returned to 

Nineveh and stayed there.”  

 

I t  does not  make a d i f ference how dark i t  

looks,  or  how foreboding the enemy may 

appear;  God, the supreme dream giver  wi l l  

come through for  the dedicated dream 

bui lder .  

The weeks f rom July 24 t h  to October  20 t h  

were some of  the most d i f f i cu l t  of  my ent i re 

l i fe .  

W hi le I  was in recovery f rom heart  

surgery a sher i f f ’s  deputy came to Jane at  

the f ront  desk of  the motel .  He was looking 

We would 
never  know 
the God of  
impossib il it ies 
if  we never  
at tempted the 
impossib le  
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for  3 e leven year  o ld boys who were being 

accused of  molest ing a three year  o ld chi ld.  

He asked her  i f  we knew the three boys.  W e 

did.  One of  them was our  son and the other  

two were f rom fami l ies in our  ministry 

project .   

Jane had recent ly evicted a prost i tute 

f rom the motel  and she was get t ing back at  

us by fa lsely accusing these boys of  

molest ing her  daughter .   

The sher i f f ’s  deput ies went to the school  

where the boys at tended, handcuffed them, 

and booked them on charges of  raping and 

molest ing th is toddler .  You can imagine the 

humi l iat ion these boys fe l t .  

That day we cal led the at torney that  had 

served us.  Jacques W hi t f ie ld,  an at torney 

dedicated to the Lord,  came over  

immediate ly.  Jane and I ,  wi th the other  two 

fami l ies and Jacques gathered in my of f i ce.  

W e were weeping,  angry and at  a loss as to 

what we should do.  In that  room we held 

hands and went to the temple.  

We were weeping, 
angry and at  a loss 
as to what we should 
do.  In that  room we 
held hands and went 
to the temple.  
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Dream busters.  They never  stop coming. 

Somet imes i t  just  seems l i ke the cost  of  

winning the war is so great  that  there wi l l  

not  be anything to celebrate when the bat t le 

i s over .  

A few days later  Jane went to the doctor  

to get  a mammogram. In about a week the 

nurse cal led and said the doctor  wanted 

another  mammogram because the f i rst  one 

was not  too c lear .  They scheduled her  for  a 

second mammogram. Those who have gone 

through that  k ind of  a cal l  know the anxiety 

that  goes wi th i t  

The doctors and thei r  staf f  are a lways 

very n ice and they assure you that  there is 

nothing to worry about.  I t  was probably 

something that  wi l l  be c leared up when they 

get  the resul ts of  the second test .  

But  you know. I f  they d idn’ t  th ink 

something was wrong they wouldn’ t  be 

put t ing you through th is.  

Now, get  the p icture that  Jane sees. First 

her  husband has f i ve hear t  bypasses;  then 

her  son is fa lsely accused of  raping a 

toddler ;  and now she faces the possib i l i ty  of 
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breast  cancer .  W e could a lmost hear  

Sennacher ib at  the door  wi th 200,000 

sold iers just  wai t ing for  the morning to 

str i ke.  

Just  f i ve weeks af ter  my surgery,  before 

the resul ts of  Jane’s second mammogram 

had been given us,  I  had a hear t  at tack.  I ’ l l  

never  forget  l y ing on my back being put  into 

the ambulance and looking up to the second 

and th i rd f loor  of  the motel .  The walkways 

were l ined wi th people cry ing saying,  “Don’t  

worry Pastor  Paul  we’re praying for  you.”  

At  the hospi ta l  they hooked me up to 

many IV tubes.  They were dr ipping morphine 

and ni t ro into my system through IV’s t ry ing 

to stabi l i ze my heart .  Every few minutes 

they asked about my pain,  checked my heart 

rate,  and then increased the medicat ion.  

They f inal ly got  my hear t  stabi l i zed and put  

me to s leep. 

The next  morning the doctor  comes by 

and says,  “The ekg indicated you were 

having a hear t  at tack.  Every indicat ion was 

that  you were having a hear t  at tack,  but  the 

b lood tests don’ t  show any indicat ion of  

hear t  at tack.  I  don’ t  understand what 
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happened.”  

I  to ld Dr.  Barbour,  my cardio logist ,  that  

the 100 people that  were praying for  me 

from the t ime the ambulance took me of f  

could have had something to do with i t. After 

that  the doctor  referred to my “cardiac 

event”  as an abor ted hear t  at tack.  

W hi le I  was in recovery f rom that  hear t  

at tack Jane got  the word 

f rom her  doctor  that  she 

was going to have to 

have surgery to remove 

a lump from her  breast .  

The night  was get t ing 

darker  and the enemy 

seemed to be gain ing strength.  

Dur ing that  t ime there were nights of  just 

hold ing each other  and crying.  Somet imes I  

was tempted to echo the words of  Israel  so 

long ago, “God, d id you br ing us out  to th is 

deser t  to d ie?”   

Through al l  of  th is there seemed to be 

something coming f rom down inside of  me 

that  said,  “Stay wi th the deal . ”  Don’t  g ive 

up.  Never g ive up.   

After that the 
doctor referred to 
my “cardiac 
event” as an 
aborted heart 
attack 
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Our Faith Was not Our Faith Was not Our Faith Was not Our Faith Was not 
giddy or light giddy or light giddy or light giddy or light 
heartedheartedheartedhearted but it was  but it was  but it was  but it was 
an anchor in the an anchor in the an anchor in the an anchor in the 
stormstormstormstorm    

I t  was not  a g lor ious,  v ictorious time. Our 

fa i th was but  I t  was an anchor in the storm 

W e did not  laugh easi ly.  

W e did not  do much 

dancing dur ing that  

per iod,  but  in the midst  

of  the severest  t r ia l  we 

had ever  faced together  

there was a sol id foundat ion of  fa i th upon 

which we stood.  

I t  was God himsel f  that  had cal led. It was 

a sovereign act  of  grace that  had put  us in 

the 

  

motel .  I t  was nothing less than mi raculous 

that  th is ministry had begun and cont inued. 

W e knew i t  was the hand of  God. W e also 

knew deep inside of  our  spi r i t  that  

regardless of  how bad i t  got  or  whether  we 

even survived physical ly,  th is work is the 

wi l l  o f  God and he wi l l  be v ictor ious.  

Dur ing that  t ime the di lemma Paul  wrote 

of  in  Phi l ippians began to make sense to 

me. He wr i tes,  “For  to me, to l i ve is Chr ist  

and to d ie is gain.  I f  I  am to go on l i v ing in 

the body,  th is wi l l  mean fru i t fu l  labor  for me. 
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Sometimes the 
agony of service 
causes the glory of 
eternal ecstasy to 
appear alluring 

Yet what shal l  I  choose? I  do not  know!  I  am 

torn between the two: I  desi re to depart  and 

be wi th Chr ist ,  which is bet ter  by far ;  but  i t  

i s  more necessary for  you that  I  remain in 

the body.  “  Somet imes 

the agony of  service 

causes the glory of  

eternal  ecstasy to 

appear so a l lur ing that  

you want to make the t ransi t ion r ight  now. 

In the midst  of  that  t ime we went to the 

temple very of ten.  There we were constantly 

reminded that  the God who cal led us and 

began the work wi th us would cont inue the 

work to complet ion.  

A few days af ter  Jane’s second 

mammogram the doctor  wanted to see her .  

He to ld her  there was a mass there that  he 

wanted to take a look at  and scheduled a 

b iopsy the next  day.  

Af ter  the b iopsy he held in h is hand the 

mater ia l  he had just  removed. He said to 

Jane, th is appears to be cancer .  He to ld her  

he had done th is many t imes in the past  20 

years and he was sure th is was cancer .   
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Be prepared Be prepared Be prepared Be prepared –––– I  I  I  I 
am about to pour am about to pour am about to pour am about to pour 
out upon you a out upon you a out upon you a out upon you a 
bbbblessing that you lessing that you lessing that you lessing that you 
cannot containcannot containcannot containcannot contain    

The doctor  sent  the mater ia l  to the 

laboratory and prepared Jane for  a 

mastectomy in the fo l lowing weeks.  The 

t reatment he out l ined was an immediate 

mastectomy fo l lowed by chemo and radiation 

therapy.  I t  d id not  look good. 

For  two weeks we wai ted.  F i rst  the local  

lab gave a repor t  that  i t  was a rare form of  

cancer  but  they weren’ t  sure what k ind so 

they sent i t  to a lab that  specia l i zes in rare 

cancers.  W hen the repor t  came back,  the 

doctor  was surpr ised;  there was no cancer .  

Our t ime in the temple is beginning to pay 

of f .  

 

Just  as th ings were 

beginning to smooth out  a 

t r ia l  began that  would 

supercede the rest .  Our 

grandson was taken f rom 

his mother  and i t  looked 

l i ke we may not  get  h im back.  Again,  we 

went to the temple and God intervened. 

In just  3 months the enemy at tacked us 

f rom every d i rect ion and each t ime we went 
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back to the temple in prayer  and God Came 

through. 

On October 20 t h ,  the f i rst  Sunday that  I  

was to return to the pulp i t  af ter  open hear t  

surgery,  Jane and I  sat  in service with heavy 

hear t  because of  what our  daughter  and 

grand son were going through. 

Short ly before I  was to preach I  sensed 

the Lord speak to my spi r i t .  He said,  “Be 

prepared,  I  am about to pour  out  upon you a 

b lessing that  you cannot contain.”  I  fe l t  i t  so 

strongly that  I  wrote i t  down and showed i t  

to Jane. Jane had no sooner read the note 

than Vickie stood up to the microphone to 

lead in worship and said,  “Get ready,  God is 

going to pour  out  a b lessing on you that  you 

cannot contain.”  

That set t led i t .  W e knew God had heard 

and he had answered. The worst  was over  

and he was going to show himsel f  to be God 

to a l l  the nay-sayers.  
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Chapter 7 

THINGS DREAM 

BUILDERS 

SHOULD KNOW 

 KNOW WHO YOU ARE — CHOSEN OF 

GOD  

W hy would Hezekiah want to hold on? 

Because the Jews bel ieved that  they were a 

people of  God. Hezekiah knew that  he was 

appointed of  God to be king of  Judah.  

I f  you are going to survive the darkest  

t imes you have got  to bel ieve you are cal led 

and chosen of  God. Peter  wr i tes,  “You are a 

chosen people,  a royal  pr iesthood, a holy 

nat ion,  a people belonging to God, that  you 
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may declare the praises of  h im who cal led 

you out  of  darkness into h is wonderfu l  l ight”  

(1 Peter  2:9) .   

God’s response to Sennacherib ’s 
threats:  

•  He cal ls Israel ,  “The Vi rg in 
Daughter  of  Z ion.”  

•  The Daughter  of  Jerusalem.”  
•  “W ho is i t  you have insul ted and 

blasphemed?”  
•  The impl icat ion seems to be that  

you have insul ted and 
threatened the chosen of  God — 
watch out ,  HERE COMES THE 
JUDGE!  

•  2 Kings 19:20-23 
 

KNOW YOUR DESTINY  

God had promised the Hebrew people 

s ince Abraham eternal  possession of  the 

land and prosper i ty.  Thei r  dest iny was to 

inher i t  the land and do wel l  wi th i t .  

Hezekiah could be sure of  h is standing 

because he knew what God had ordained for 

h im and his people.  W hen we know the wi l l  

o f  God the rest  i s  easy.  

The Scr ipture is fu l l  of  promises to the 

fa i thfu l .  In Jeremiah he says,  “ I  know the 
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plans I  have for  you… plans to prosper you 

and not  to harm you, p lans to g ive you hope 

and a future”  (Jeremiah 29:11) .  God has 

given a dest iny to the people who wi l l  fo l low 

him. 

 

KNOW THAT YOUR GOD WILL DELIVER  

 

W hen you are among the chosen of  

God and he has shown his dest iny for  you 

then you must t rust  h im that  he wi l l  del iver  

you f rom every per i l .  Evi l  comes against  us 

in i t ’s  own power,  we must real ize that  he 

who is in us is greater  than he that  i s in the 

wor ld (1 John 4:4) .  

The Psalmist  wr i tes “No king is saved 

by the s ize of  h is army; no warr ior  escapes 

by h is great  strength.  A horse is a vain hope 

for  del iverance; despi te a l l  i ts great strength 

i t  cannot save.  But the eyes of  the LORD 

are on those who fear  h im, on those whose 

hope is in h is unfai l ing love,  to del iver  them 

from death and keep them al ive in famine.  

W e wai t  in  hope for  the LORD; he is our  

help and our  shie ld.  In h im our  hear ts 
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re jo ice,  for  we t rust  in  h is holy name. May 

your  unfai l ing love rest  upon us,  O LORD, 

even as we put  our  hope in you”  (Psalm 

3316-22) .  

I t  i s  easy for  us to look at  the enemy 

around us and begin to quest ion God. Too 

of ten thoughts of  fear  and discouragement 

creep in and begin to dominate our  th inking. 

But in the midst  of  every assaul t  we must 

real ize that  the Lord is on our  s ide.  God wi l l  

fu l f i l l  h is dest iny for  us.  

 

This Assyr ian King confused the power 

of  wooden gods wi th the power of  the 

Almighty God. He was accustomed to going 

up against  nat ions whose god’s were not  

t rue.  He could mock thei r  gods and seem to 

have a greater  power when he went against  

them. F ight ing a people whose God is the 

Lord was di f ferent .  

 

W hen God was ready to act  against  

the k ing of  Assyr ia he promised, “ I  know 

where you stay. . . ”   “ I  wi l l  put  my hook in 

your  nose”  (2 Kings 19:27-28) .  This was no 
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i d le threat  for  in just  a shor t  t ime the king of  

Assyr ia was ki l led by h is own sons (2 Kings 

19:36-38)  

 

PEOPLE WITH A DREAM DO NOT GIVE UP 

People who’s mind and heart are fixed on 

a dream are focused — nothing can deter 

them. During WWII W inston Churchi l l ,  the 

prime minister of England gave a speech that 

demonstrated his tenaci ty as a leader. It was 

simply, “Don’t give up. Never give up. Do not 

Give up.” 

W hy do we cont inue in the face of  great  

obstacles and opposi t ion? Because we are 

chi ldren of  dest iny and we have a dream 

from God — He has promised and God 

cannot l ie !  

And we know that  tough t imes produce 

tough people and people wi th a dream are 

hard to beat.  


