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Introduction  

 

 

     W e are a l l  fami l iar  wi th the great  
commission recorded in Matthew 28:19 when 
Jesus to ld h is d iscip les to go into a l l  the wor ld 
and preach the gospel ,  bapt iz ing conver ts and 
discip l ing them according to the teachings he 
had commi t ted to them. Jesus was not  g iv ing 
his d iscip les an opt ion among many opt ions 
f rom which to choose thei r  ministry.  He was 
commanding them to win conver ts and discip le 
them in the l i festy le that  he had taught them. 

    This book has grown out  of  a l i fe t ime of  
desi r ing to respond the mandate of  the great  
commission.  For  years I  studied di f ferent  
evangel ism programs and read books about 
personal  evangel ism. I  was most af fected by 
Bi l l  Br ight  and his approach to personal  
wi tnessing.   

    One day I  was browsing through the 
paperback book sect ion of  a thr i f t  store and 
came across a book t i t led,  “Come Change the 
W or ld W i th Me.”  The author  was Bi l l  Br ight  the 
founder of  Campus Crusade for  Chr ist .  I  wept  
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as I  read the stor ies he to ld of  how people 
responded to the s imple message of  the gospel. 

    I  guess the th ing that  moved me most was 
the simpl ic i ty of  h is presentat ion.  My 
or ientat ion was in a denominat ion that  had a 
very detai led formula for  salvat ion,  and even 
when fo l lowed there was enough doubt that only 
eterni ty would te l l  who was saved. 

    Af ter  reading about the way Bi l l  Br ight  
wi tnessed and about the resul ts he had I  began 
to look into the mater ia ls he of fered for  
personal  evangel ism. I  learned to use the Four 
Spi r i tual  Laws booklet  and was amazed at  how 
people responded to the s imple gospel  
message. 

    The next  evangel ism program that  af fected 
my l i fe  was Evangel ism Explosion by Dr.  D.  
James Kennedy. I ’ l l  never  forget  the day I  was 
studying th is presentat ion of  the gospel  and I  
came to the place where we used the statement 
Jesus made whi le hanging on the cross,  “ I t  i s  
f in ished.”  As I  studied that  par t i cular  passage a 
l ight  of  understanding came on inside of  me.  

    I  had been ra ised in a per formance based 
re l ig ious group and our  ident i ty in Chr ist  was 
re lated to what we had done more than on what 
Chr ist  had done. As a resul t  I  constant ly
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 wrest led wi th fa i lures in my l i fe  and was 
becoming convinced that  I  would never  become 
good enough to mer i t  eternal  l i fe .   

    W hen I  read that  Jesus had said,  “ I t  i s  
f in ished,”  and understood that  what he was 
actual ly saying is that  he had paid the pr ice 
and the cost  of  my salvat ion was paid in fu l l  I  
fe l l  to my knees and wi th tears gave thanks to 
God for  what Jesus had done. 

    My l i fe  was tota l l y and i r revocably changed. I 
would never  look at  salvat ion again wishing that 
I  could be good enough. I t  was done. He had 
completed the work on the cross and al l  that  
was lef t  for  me to do was to accept that  and 
commi t  to fo l low him. 

  

    I t  was my exper ience wi th these two 
evangel ism programs that  began to prepare me 
for  the work that  God would later  have me do.  
Af ter  many years of  personal  evangel ism and 
seeing l i tera l l y hundreds of  people g ive thei r  
l i vese to Jesus I  have put  the th ings I  have 
learned into th is book.  

 

    My prayer  is that  th is book wi l l  help you to 
have an ef fect ive ministry of  evangel ism. The 



 10 

approach that  i s presented is a l i t t le  d i f ferent  
some I  have studied,  but  the e lements of  the 
gospel  are the same. 

    I  have t i t led th is book Relat ionship 
Evangel ism – The Farming Method  because I  
have learned that  the most ef fect ive wi tness is 
one that  i s re inforced wi th posi t i ve a 
re lat ionship.  

 

    You wi l l  probably not ice that  there is not  a 
lot  of  memor izat ion work in th is program. The 
main reason for  that  i s  I  have a hard t ime wi th 
memor izat ion and I  f igured that  most other folks 
do to.  Also,  I  have found that  i t  i s  important that 
we sound genuine to the people we are 
wi tnessing to.  W e come across as more sincere 
i f  we are present ing our  own exper iences and 
expla in ing the gospel  in our  own words.  

    The two pr imary tools that  I  use when 
actual ly present ing the gospel  are The Star t ing 
Point  which is fo l lowed wi th The Next Step.  
These two booklets are expla ined in depth in 
th is book and you wi l l  learn to present the 
gospel  wi th conf idence using th is format.  

    The f inal  sect ion of  the book expla ins the 
process of  re lat ionship evangel ism that I simply 
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cal l  farming.  Exper ience has shown that  when 
th is method is fo l lowed consistent ly i t  wi l l  
produce consistent  resul ts.  I  st rongly 
encourage you to employ th is strategy in your  
evangel ism program, i t  works.  

    F inal ly,  I  t rust  that  as you read and study 
th is book,  God wi l l  impress upon you the cal l  to 
evangel ism and that  you wi l l  accept the 
chal lenge to be his ambassador of  
reconci l ia t ion.             
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Chapter 1 
 

EEEEVANGELISMVANGELISMVANGELISMVANGELISM::::    

A Call To A Call To A Call To A Call To 

ServiceServiceServiceService    
 

 

W hen spi r i tual  leaders begin to cal l  
people into the service of  evangel ism many in 
the congregat ion star t  t ry ing to make 
themselves very smal l  so no one wi l l  not ice 
them. Just  the thought of  having to memorize al l  
of  those scr iptures and then remember the 
proper  order  of  presentat ion scares most of  us 
to death.  
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Many of  us have come to the conclusion 
that  we hi re pastors and associates to do that  
k ind of  work.  Have you ever  fe l t  that  way? 

One of  the reasons so many of  us have 
such a fear  of  evangel ism is that  we do not  
understand what evangel ism is a l l  about.  The 
f i rst  sect ion of  these lessons answers the 
quest ion,  “W hat is evangel ism?”  

 

THE WORK OF EVANGELISMTHE WORK OF EVANGELISMTHE WORK OF EVANGELISMTHE WORK OF EVANGELISM    

The Apost le Paul  had a d iscip le by the 
name of  T imothy.  He commissioned Timothy as 
the bishop of  the church at  Ephesus.  Paul wrote 
two let ters to T imothy dur ing his tenure as 
b ishop of  Ephesus.  These let ters contain some 
very valuable teaching concerning the church 
and the Gospel  of  Chr ist .  Let ’s take a look at  a 
passage in 2 T imothy:  

 

2 T imothy 2:1-3 – You then, my son, be 
strong in the grace that  i s in Chr ist   

Jesus.  And the th ings you have heard  

me say in the presence of  many  

wi tnesses entrust  to re l iable men who  

wi l l  a lso be qual i f ied to teach others.   
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Endure hardship wi th us l i ke a good  

sold ier  of  Chr ist  Jesus.  

 

Contained in this passage:  

v. 1 -  “Be Strong in the grace 
that is in Christ Jesus.”  

 Be strong because the task is great .  Joshua 
was to ld when he was being cal led to lead 
Israel ,  “Be strong and courageous, because you 
wi l l  lead these people to inher i t  the land I  
swore to thei r  forefathers to g ive them” (Joshua 
1:6) .  T imothy was being commissioned to a task 
equal  to that  of  Joshua. He was being 
instructed to lead the bel ievers of  Ephesus into 
the promised land of  abundant l i fe  and ministry. 

 Be strong because the devi l  takes 
advantage of  every weakness.  This admoni t ion 
to be strong is d i rected not  only to the leaders 
in the church but  a lso to a l l  who would fo l low 
closely the ways of  the Lord.  The Apost le Paul  
wrote,  “W hen I  would do good, evi l  i s  present 
wi th me” (Romans chapter  7). We are constantly 
assaul ted by the evi l  that  would defeat  us.  W e 
must be strong and exercised in fa i th to stay 
ahead of  h im.  
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 Be strong because others need to see our  
strength.  Other  bel ievers are watching to see 
how we wi l l  respond to the cal l  to evangel ize.  I f  
they see that  we are not  moved to serve they 
wi l l  feel  just i f ied in hold ing back.  One of  the 
prophets wrote of  a t ime when God was looking 
for  someone to lead the people in 
r ighteousness.  He wrote i t  th is way,  “ I  looked 
for  a man who would stand in the gap and make 
up the hedge and I  found none.”  Could that  be 
God’s cry concerning th is generat ion and his 
cal l  to evangel ism? 

 

v. 2 - “And the things you have 
heard me say... entrust to reliable 
men.” 
 

 Commi t  the message of  salvat ion to people 
who wi l l  carry the message to those who need 
to hear  i t .  Not everyone wi l l  va lue the message 
of  hope contained in the gospel .  Therefore,  we 
must d i l igent ly search for  people who wi l l  
respond to the cal l  and become carr iers of  th is 
message of  hope. 
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 Contained in th is command is not  only the 
responsib i l i ty  of  choosing people who wi l l  
t reasure the gospel ,  but  i t  a lso includes training 
them in the gospel .  The reason we are studying 
evangel ism is that  we want to be able to f i rst  
understand the gospel  and what i t  means to us,  
then we want to be able to expla in i t  to others.  

 The command is c lear .  F i rst ,  learn wel l  the 
message of  the gospel .  Then, f ind others who 
wi l l  be fa i thfu l  to the gospel  and t ra in them. 

 Somet imes we feel  inadequate to be carriers 
of  the message. W e may feel  l i ke God’s Di r ty 
Dozen. W e are the chosen of  God from the pi le 
of  society ’s d iscards.  God has chosen us to do 
the work of  evangel ism. W hatever  our  p lace in 
the socio-economic structure of  society – we 
are commissioned as carr iers of  the message. 

 Those who have been involved in addict ion 
recovery and have pract iced the 12 Steps have 
an understanding of  the value of  evangel ism. 
Step 12,  the f inal  step in the process is as 
fo l lows; Having had a spir itual awakening as the 
resul t  of  these steps,  we t r ied to carry th is 
message to others,  and to pract ice these 
pr incip les in a l l  our  af fa irs .  
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 “W e tr ied to carry th is message to others.” A 
par t  of  our  own heal ing process is taking the 
heal ing message to other  hur t ing people.  Al l  of  
us are in the process of  being restored f rom sin 
and i t ’s  ef fects in our  l i ves.  Our restorat ion 
process requi res that  we give wi tness to the 
work the Gospel  has accompl ished in our  l i ves.  

 W hen we give a wi tness to the power of  God 
to del iver  us f rom sin two th ings are 
accompl ished. F i rst ,  there is great  power 
re leased into our  l i ves.  Second, the power of  
the gospel  i s  re leased into the l i fe  of  the one to 
whom we have been wi tnessing.   

 There is a person in h istory who reminds of  
the reason we should te l l  people about Jesus.  
Do you remember the story of  Aaron Burr? One 
of  the most renowned tra i tors in Amer ican 
History.  Years before h is infamous al l iance with 
the Br i t i sh he was at tending Pr inceton 
Universi ty.  There was a great  revival  and he 
was moved to be conver ted.  He took counsel  
wi th a f r iend.  The f r iend advised,  “W ai t  unt i l  
you have had t ime to th ink i t  through clear ly 
and then decide.”  There is no record that  Aaron 
Burr  ever  considered conversion again.  
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v. 3 -  “Endure hardship with us 
like a good soldier of Christ 
Jesus.” 
 
 Understand th is;  when you accepted the cal l  
of  God to salvat ion,  you also accepted a cal l  to 
war. . .  Everyone one of  you who have 
procla imed fa i th in Chr ist  has been draf ted into 
the war of  the ages.  

 

 This war,  l i ke a l l  wars,  requi res commi tment 
and dedicat ion to v ictory.  W hen Paul  instructed 
T imothy,  “Endure hardness as a good sold ier , ”  
he was warning him that  there would be t imes 
when i t  was not  easy being a bel iever .  Anyone 
who has heard the gospel  and begun a walk 
wi th God has exper ienced some tr ia ls a long the 
way.  

 

 There are t imes when we just  want to draw 
back into the comfor t  of  Chr ist ian fe l lowship 
and not  be concerned wi th the wor ld.  I t ’s  just  
too painfu l  to t ry to inf luence others.  Most of  
them don’t  have a c lue as to what we are 
ta lk ing about anyway. 
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 I t  i s  dur ing those t imes that  we must learn to 
endure hardness.  W e must remember that  our  
cal l  i s  to being fa i thfu l  and that  God wi l l  g ive us 
the power to fu l f i l l  our  commission as we are 
fa i thfu l  to the cal l .   

  

WHAT IS EVANGELISM? 
 

  I t  i s  real iz ing we have a message worth 
te l l ing and te l l ing i t .  An evangel  i s  one who has 
a message to te l l .  An evangel ist  i s  someone 
who te l l s the message. Evangel ism is s imply 
te l l ing the message to someone who would 
benef i t  f rom hear ing i t .  

 The value of  communicat ing the message of  
the gospel  cannot be overemphasized. W e 
cannot take responsib i l i ty  for  the way others 
respond to the message, but  we are responsible 
to see that  they hear  the message. 

 In the W ar of  1812, waged between Amer ica 
and Br i ta in,  there were 2070 Amer icans ki l led 
after  the peace t reaty had been signed .  The 
reason? Lack of  communicat ion . The troops had 
not  been informed that  the war was over .  How 
many have lost  thei r  l i ves to s in because no 
one to ld them they didn’ t  have to d ie that  way? 
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 The Apost le Paul  wr i tes,  “W e hold th is 
t reasure in ear then vessels”  (2 Cor inth ians 
4:7) .  The t reasure of  t ruth and the gospel  of  
Chr ist  have been placed in our  safe keeping.  
W e have been entrusted wi th th is message of  
the l i fe ,  death,  bur ia l  and resurrect ion of  Jesus 
the Chr ist ,  the Son of  God. 

 

 Because we have come to know the gospel  
and i ts ’  af fect  on us we “ t ry to persuade men” (2 
Cor inth ians 5:11) .  W e know what i s missed 
when people do not  l i ve in the blessing of  the 
gospel ;  therefore we t ry to persuade men. 

 

 I t  i s  th is sense of  being compel led to 
inf luence others that  has served to propagate 
the gospel .  Many people do not  know that  the 
f i rst  book pr inted on a pr int ing press was the 
Bib le;  In fact  the pr int ing press was invented 
for  the purpose of  pr int ing Bib les.   

 

 The f i rst  Bib les were pr inted in Amer ica in 
1663. John El iot ,  a pastor ,  paid to have 150 
Bib les pr inted in the language of  the Algonquin 
Indian.  The purpose of  these Bib les was to 
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evangel ize the Indians and “persuade” them of  
the good news of  the gospel  of  Chr ist .  

 The “good news” is that  man can be 
Reconci l ia t ion wi th God, be restored to the 
person that  God intended man to be and be 
renewed in our  inner  man. 
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Chapter 2  

 

AMBASSADORS OF 
RECONCILIATION 

 

 This is the cal l  to bel ievers,  “Since,  then,  
we know what i t  i s  to fear  the Lord,  we t ry to 
persuade men” (2 Cor inth ians 5:11) .  Because 
we know the condi t ion of  man, and the gi f t  God 
of fers,  we do al l  that  we can to get  that  
message to others.  

 You may be reading th is book because God 
is speaking to you about the needs in your  
neighborhood and of  your  fami ly and f r iends.  
God is cal l ing you to be an ambassador. . .  a 
watchman. 

 God has cal led every bel iever to action. We 
each are commissioned as “Ambassadors  

of Christ.” We have heard, believed and received 
reconciliation to God through Jesus Christ. Now we have 
become carriers of the message of reconciliation. 
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 Paul has called us Ambassadors and Ezekiel calls 
us, “Watchmen” (Ezekiel 3:16-21). ”I have made you a 
watchman” (17). The job of the watchman: to warn the 
people of disaster. 

 Ezekie l  goes on to warn the watchmen, 
“W hen I  say to a wicked man, ‘you wi l l  surely 
d ie, ’  and you do not  warn him or  speak out  to 
d issuade him from his evi l  ways in order to save 
his l i fe ,  that  wicked man wi l l  d ie for  h is s in,  and 
I  wi l l  hold you accountable for  h is b lood.”  

 I f  people you know, who are l i v ing in 
darkness,  wi thout God, come to your  mind now 
as you are reading th is. . .  YOU ARE THEIR 
WATCHMAN !  

 I f  we warn others and they do not  
respond; they are held responsib le.  I f  we do not 
warn them, then we are held responsib le.  

 As watchmen Ezekie l  i s  g iv ing us the 
responsib i l i ty  of  speaking the t ruth of  God to 
others.  As Ambassadors of  reconci l ia t ion we 
are g iven the message to present.   

 

The Message of Reconcil iation 

 People wi thout God are stuck in a cycle of 
death.  From the t ime they begin making choices 
thei r  l i ves are spi ra l ing toward death.  
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 The human condi t ion is l i v ing in the 
shadow of  death.  Though we may l i ve as i f  we 
wi l l  never  d ie,  death is as sure as b i r th.  I f  we 
are born we wi l l  d ie.  And we are a l l  on th is 
ro l ler  coaster  wi th i ts ups and downs that  wi l l  
eventual ly wind i ts way to the f inal  stop where 
everyone gets of f .   

 Everyone in the wor ld around you is on 
thei r  way to meet God, and some are  about to 
enter  the point  of  no return – they have al ready 
reached the point  of  no turning back. They have 
lost  so much that  there is no hope of  ever  
recla iming thei r  l i fe .  I t  i s  in  th is state of  despair 
that  the good news of  Jesus Chr ist  can be most 
ef fect ive.  

 These are the fo lks that  have t r ied 
everyth ing and everyth ing has fa i led – now i t  i s  
t ime to t ry Jesus.  

 Everyth ing that  promised them much in 
th is l i fe  has lef t  them empty.  Jesus said,  “The 
th ief  has come to k i l l ,  rob and destroy,”  (John 
10:10a)  and that  has happened to them. Thei r  
innocence has been sto len,  Sel f  Respect  has 
been robbed f rom them and f inal ly Hope i tsel f  
was destroyed. 
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 Then in the middle of  a l l  th is Jesus says,  
“ I  have come that  you might  have l i fe ,  and have 
i t  to the fu l l ”  (John 10:10b) .  And he has 
commi t ted that  message to us,  the bel ievers.  

 This is our  message: 2 Cor inth ians 5:17-
18.  Therefore,  if  anyone is in Chr ist ,  he is a 
new creat ion;  the o ld has gone, the new has 
come! Al l  th is is f rom God, who reconciled us to 
h imself  through Chr ist  and gave us the ministry 
of  reconcil ia t ion.  

 

Reconci le:  To make f r iends again. . .  To 
set t le a quarre l  or  d i f ference.. .  To br ing 
into harmony. 

 

 Our message is,  “Be reconciled to God . ”  
Being reconci led to God simply means that  we 
have reestabl ished the re lat ionship that  God 
has desi red to have wi th us a l l  a long. Our need 
was to be renewed in re lat ionship wi th God; 
God’s problem was our  s in that  separated us 
f rom him; God’s answer was Jesus Chr ist .  

 Jesus to ld Nicodemus in John 3,  “You 
must be born again.”  Nicodemus did not  
understand, just  as many do not  understand 
today.  W hat Nicodemus did not  understand is 
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that  Jesus was not  ta lk ing about being born in 
the f lesh,  he was ta lk ing about being born in 
the spi r i t .  That ’s why Paul  wrote,  “ I f  anyone is 
in Chr ist  he is a new creature.  The old is gone 
and the new has come.”  Through Chr ist  we gain 
entrance to the realm of  the spi r i t  and become 
reconci led to (make f r iends wi th)   God  

 The message of  reconci l ia t ion is the most 
powerfu l  the wor ld has ever  known.. .  but  
wi thout a messenger the power of  th is message 
does nothing.  

 W e th ink of  Chr ist  on the cross and the 
great  sacr i f i ce that  was made for  the s ins of  
mankind,  and wi thout that  we would a l l  be dead 
in our  s ins;  but  there is a lso another  v i ta l  l ink:  
“How can they hear  wi thout a preacher?”  
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Chapter 3 
 

Elements Of A 
Good Witness 

 

A good wi tness wi l l  be g iven wi th the need 
of  the person being spoken to being the focal  
point .  The purpose of  wi tnessing is not  to 
d isplay our  knowledge or  abi l i ty ,  nei ther  i s i t  to 
convince someone that  we are r ight ,  or  that  
they should “ jo in”  something.  The purpose of  a 
good wi tness should be to of fer  heal ing for  the 
hur t ing,  renewal  of  hope for  the hopeless,  and 
fu l f i l lment of  dreams to those whose dreams 
have been dashed. Heal ing,  renewal, ful f i l lment 
= the Gospel .  

 The wi tnessing exper ience is broken into 
the fo l lowing categor ies or  phases:  

 1.   Get Acquainted 

 2.   Assessing Need 
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 3.   Personal  Test imony 

 4.   Present ing The Star t ing Point  

 5.   Prayer  of  Confession 

 6.   Fol low Up 

 

 As you become adept at  wi tnessing you 
wi l l  develop br idges f rom one phase to the next. 
A br idge is a quest ion or  comment that  leads 
f rom where you are to the next  point  you wi l l  be 
making.  Often a br idge can be a quest ion that  
wi l l  help you determine i f  you are 
communicat ing wel l  and i f  the person you are 
ta lk ing to is accept ing what you are saying.  

 

 A good br idge quest ion is,  “How do you 
feel  about that?”  I  wi l l  o f ten put  in a th i rd par ty 
inf luence statement l i ke,  “Many people who are 
in your  c i rcumstances feel  just  l i ke you and are 
looking for  answers to some of  the same 
quest ions as you.”  

 

 W e wi l l  g ive you br idge examples for each 
t ransi t ion to the next  phase. 
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The Witnessing Experience 
 

Get Acquainted 
 The get  acquainted phase begins when we 
are before the prospect  and are beginning our  
conversat ion wi th them. W e usual ly begin by 
introducing ourselves and the purpose of  our  
v is i t .   

 I f  we are canvassing an area or  are 
making another  form of  f i rst  approach we 
usual ly say,  “Hi .  I ’m Paul  and th is i s Jane. W e 
are Chr ist ians and we are just  out  in the area 
meet ing people in the communi ty.  Are you fo lks 
Chr ist ians?”  W here we go next  f rom there is 
determined by the response of  the prospect .  

 I f  we are making a fo l low up vis i t  on a 
v is i tor  to church or  another  event our  approach 
is s imi lar .  At  the door  we say,  “Hi .  I ’m Paul  and 
th is i s Jane. W e are f rom Fi rst  Church and we 
just  wanted to stop by to te l l  you how glad we 
were to have you vis i t  us.  Do you have a couple 
of  minutes?”  

 Af ter  a moment or  two of  “get  acquainted”  
conversat ion begin to lay the groundwork for  
g iv ing your  test imony. One way that  we do that  
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i s  by assessing thei r  perceived  needs.  The 
reason we say perceived needs is that  what i s 
important  to the person you are ta lk ing to is 
what they feel  thei r  needs are,  not  what you 
th ink thei r  needs are.  

 

Bridge :  Guide the conversat ion toward a bridge 
of  t ransi t ion to the assessing needs phase. 

Assessing Needs 
W e wi l l  learn the important  doctr ines of  

the church,  and we wi l l  learn to defend them; 
but  when we are making the in i t ia l  wi tnessing 
contact  wi th people i t  i s  more important  to 
d iscover  thei r  need and share the answer.  

A good wi tness wi l l  capture the interest of 
the person who is hear ing because i t  of fers 
some solut ion to h is perceived problems. Jesus 
said,  “The Spi r i t  of  the Lord is on me, because 
he has anointed me to preach good news  to the 
poor .  He has sent me to procla im f reedom for  

the prisoners  and recovery of  s ight  for  the 

bl ind ,  to re lease  the oppressed ,  to procla im 
the year of  the Lord ’s favor”  (Luke 4:18-19) .  
Not ice the promises;  good news, f reedom, 
recovery,  re lease, favor .  
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What can we say that  is… 

Good News To The Poor:                               

•  Jesus said,  “ I  am come that  they might  
have l i fe  more abundant ly”  (John 10:10)  

•  “Seek f i rst  h is k ingdom and his 
r ighteousness,  and al l  these th ings wi l l  
be g iven to you”  (Matthew 6:33)  

•  I t  i s  not  God’s p lan that  you l i ve in need. 
He has made provis ion for  you as you 
learn to t rust  h im. 

    

Freedom For The Prisoners:  

•  You wi l l  know the t ruth and the t ruth wi l l  
set  you f ree”  (John 8:32)  

•  “The Lord is that  Spi r i t  and where the 
Spi r i t  of  the Lord is there is f reedom”  (2 
Cor inth ians 3:17)  

•  I f  you are held hostage by any 
undesi rable behaviors Jesus wi l l  open 
those pr ison doors and set  you f ree.   

 

Recovery Of  Sight  For The Bl ind:  

•  “Jesus… healed every d isease and 
sickness among the people”  (Matthew 
4:23)  



 32 

•  “By h is wounds we are healed”  ( Isaiah 
53:5)  

•  God has made provis ion for  physical  
heal ing in the gospel .  

                                                

Release The Oppressed:                           

•  “My grace is suf f i c ient  for  you,  for  my 
power is made per fect  in weakness”      
(2 Cor inth ians 12:9)  

•  “The Lord works r ighteousness and 
just ice for  a l l  the oppressed”       (Psalm 
103:6)  

•  There is del iverance promised for  a l l  
those in physical ,  emot ional  and mental  
oppression.  

Procla im The Year Of  The Lord ’s Favor: “  

•  In the t ime of  my favor  I  heard you, 
and in the day of  salvat ion I  helped 
you. I  te l l  you,  now is the t ime of  
god’s favor ,  now is the day of  
salvat ion”        (2 Cor inth ians 6:2)  

•  “ I  wi l l  pour  out  my Spi r i t  on a l l  
people”  (Joel  2:28)  

•  This is the t ime of  God’s favor  upon 
al l  mankind.  There is no race,  
nat ional i ty,  t r ibe or  people group that  
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i s  excluded. God’s favor  has been 
given for  a l l .  

        You al ready know that  the gospel  means 
good news and the good news is that  Jesus 
has introduced us to the day of  the Lord’s 
favor  and that  there is a remedy for  a l l  of  the 
“bad news” that  i s  in our  l i ves.  

 

 As you consider  how the good news 
appl ies to the l i ves of  those to whom you are 
g iv ing wi tness,  t ry to determine what i s the 
pressing area of  need in that  person. W hen you 
discover  the need then i t  i s  easier  to share the 
gospel  as an answer to thei r  problem. 

 

 Become fami l iar  wi th scripture that appl ies 
to a l l  of  these areas.  As you can see Jesus 
helped us out  be breaking down most of  the 
needs people have into these categor ies:  

•  Pover ty – l i v ing in physical  need 

•  Pr isoners – many people l i ve in a pr ison 
of  addict ive behaviors 

•  Bl ind – appl ies to both physical  and 
spi r i tual  b l indness and extends to a l l  
physical  maladies 
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•  Oppressed – feel ing contro l led and 
l imi ted.  This is people who are locked in a 
manner of  th inking that  l imi ts thei r  
understanding of  who they are.   

 You are encouraged to become fami l iar  
wi th enough scr ipture in each of  these areas to 
use them in your  wi tnessing.  However,  do not  
feel  that  you must wai t  unt i l  you have 
memor ized scr ipture to wi tness.  You al ready 
know enough that  you can re late what i s 
necessary to expose someone to the gospel .  

 Af ter  you have shared your  test imony i t  i s  
good to get  some feed back f rom the person 
wi th whom you have just  shared i t .  You need to 
determine i f  you have created any interest  in 
the person. You can do that  by asking non-
threatening quest ions that  get  them to begin 
ta lk ing about how they feel  or  th ink.  

 A quest ion many have used ef fect ively is,  
“Can you ident i fy wi th that?”  Another  version of  
that  quest ion is,  “How do you feel  about that?”  
or  “W hat do you th ink about that?”  You wi l l  
usual ly get  an opening at  th is point  to move 
into the next  phase of  the wi tnessing process.  

 In the t ransi t ion f rom the needs 
assessment stage to the personal  test imony 
phase is two par t ;  f i rst ,  help ing the prospect  to 
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i dent i fy wi th needs in thei r  l i fe  and second, 
showing how those needs have af fected your  
l i fe .  W e of ten use th i rd par ty inf luence to help 
fo lks ident i fy wi th needs.  A statement and 
quest ion is good, “ I  have ta lked to others who 
have been through some of  the same th ings as 
you and found that  they can f ind help f rom God. 
Could I  te l l  you how my l i fe has been changed?” 

 

What Bel ievable Example Can You Give Of  
This “Good News”? 

•  The conversion story of  someone else 

•  Your  personal  test imony 

Bridge:  As you f in ish needs assessment bui ld a 
br idge of  t ransi t ion to your  personal  test imony. 
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Chapter 4 
 

 

GIVING YOUR 

PERSONAL 
TESTIMONY 

 

 

 The most ef fect ive wi tness to the power of 
God is what God has done for  you personal ly.  
John the Apost le wrote,  “W e procla im to you 
what we have seen and heard,  so that  you also 
may have fe l lowship wi th us”  (1 John 1:3) .   

John was ta lk ing about h is personal  
test imony; what he had seen and heard.  There 
is power in re lat ing what we have personal ly 
been wi tness to.  W e can ta lk about other  
people wi th l i t t le  ef fect ,  but  l i t t le  can be said to 
rebut our  personal  exper ience. 
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I  have been wi tnessing many t imes and 
could te l l  that  the person I  was ta lk ing to was 
not  real ly impressed. Then I  began to g ive 
personal  test imony about what God has done in 
my l i fe .  At  that  point  the ent i re atmosphere 
changes and they begin to l i s ten.  There is 
power in our  personal  test imony.  

 

There are several things that happen 
when you share your personal 
testimony: 

 

1.  You are reminded of  how far  God has          
  brought you .  

W hen you re late what you were in just  a 
few words,  fo l lowed wi th what Jesus has 
done in your  l i fe ,  you are again reminded 
of  how good God has been to you and 
thankfulness begins to bui ld up inside of  
you.  

 

2.   The person you are ta lk ing to hears a          
  f irst -hand account of  God’s spir it  at  work .  
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Some people have only been exposed to 
God in a negat ive sense. They th ink of  
Chr ist ians as being bigots and Chr ist ian 
leaders as being greedy,  money hungry 
b igots.  They have not  been exposed to 
the posi t i ve ef fects of  the Gospel .  W hen 
you share your  f i rst  hand exper ience wi th 
the l i fe  changing power of  God they wi l l  
l i s ten.  

 

3.  The power of  God is re leased in witnessing .  

W hen Jesus to ld the discip les to go back 
to Jerusalem i t  was for  one purpose; “Stay 
in the c i ty unt i l  you have been clothed 
wi th power f rom on high”  (Luke 24:49) .  
Then he said,  “You wi l l  receive power 
when the Holy Spi r i t  comes on you; and 
you wi l l  be my wi tnesses”     (Acts 1:8) .   

W e are a “power wi tness.”  W hen we 
wi tness i t  i s  not  just  wi th the force of  our  
words,  i t  i s  wi th the power of  God. 

 

Three basic character istics of a 
personal testimony: 

1. IT  HAS AUTHORITY  -  You may not  be 
able to answer many quest ions about the 
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Bible;  however you are the only author i ty 
on your  exper ience wi th Jesus Chr ist  as 
you Savior  and Lord.  

 

2. IT  COMMUNICATES -  I t  touches others 
wi th your  hear t  and l i fe .  You aren’ t  talking 
about doctr ine or  “ theology”  but  you are 
ta lk ing about your own exper ience. 

 

3.  IT  RELATES -  People you wi tness to can 
re late to the way your  l i fe  was;  your  
f rustrat ion,  your  fear ,  your  pain,  your  
addict ions.  Everyth ing you fe l t  and 
wanted f rom God when you reached out to 
h im, they want and feel .  W hen they hear  
what happened to you they begin to 
bel ieve i t  can happen to them. 

 

 The Apost le Paul  g ives h is test imony in 
Acts 26:9-23.  The condensed version of  th is 
test imony would read something l i ke th is:  

I  was convinced that  those who fo l lowed 
Jesus were wrong and I  persecuted them 
at  every opportuni ty.  I  d idn’ t  real ize i t  at  
the t ime but  I  was actual ly working 
against  the power that  was t ry ing to br ing 
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peace into my l i fe .  Then one day God 
revealed to me that  Jesus was my answer 
and I  accepted that .  My l i fe  was forever  
changed that  day and I  wi l l  never  be the 
same again.  

 

Your test imony should fo l low the same basic 
points as Apost le Paul :  

1.  My l i fe  before receiv ing Jesus -  verses 
9-12 

 

2.  How I  received Jesus -  verses 13-15 

 

3.  How Jesus makes my l i fe  meaningful  -  
verses 16-23 

 

 You wi l l  be pract ic ing these three 
elements that  make up your  test imony as you 
learn to share the Gospel .  For  the t ime being 
don’ t  be concerned about how much scr ipture 
you are able to quote,  or  a l l  of  the theological  
points that  you should make in wi tnessing.  The 
focus just  now is on how to ef fect ively 
communicate the most powerfu l  th ing that  has 
ever  happened to you in your  l i fe .  
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 As you are prepar ing your  test imony you 
should remember that  the message you are 
about to share is the story of  the most important 
th ing that  has happened to you.  And, I f  i t  i s  
important  to you,  i t  wi l l  become important  to 
other  people.  

 Because what you are about to share is so 
important ,  then how you share i t  becomes 
important .  As you prepare your  test imony, Seek 
The Leadership Of The Holy Spir it :  Ask God to 
guide you as you th ink through what he has 
done. God knows what i s important  for  you to 
say and what should not  be said.  

 You wi l l  f ind that  you wi l l  not  share your  
test imony in exact ly the same way each t ime. 
As you learn to be sensi t i ve to the Holy Spi r i t  
he wi l l  guide you to say the th ings that  wi l l  be 
the most ef fect ive wi th the people you are 
wi tnessing to.  

 Another  th ing to keep in mind is to Keep 
Your Test imony Short :  I t  should be no longer 
than one and a hal f  to two minutes.  There may 
be a t ime in the future when you go into detai l  
about the way your  l i fe  was before Chr ist ,  or  at  
some point  you may give them a blow by blow 
account of  your  conversion beginning wi th 
having breakfast  on the day you received 
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Chr ist ;  but  th is i s not  the t ime. W hen your  
object ive is to br ing a prospect ive Chr ist ian to 
the point  of  fa i th,  confession and repentance, 
keep i t  br ief .  

 I t  i s  a lso important  to Keep Your 
Test imony To The Point :  Al l  you have to do is 
share what God has done for  you.  I t  i s  easy to 
fa l l  in to the t rap of  feel ing l i ke you need to 
expla in a l l  the minute detai l s that  led up to your 
conversion.  Again,  there may be a t ime when i t  
wi l l  be encouraging to a new bel iever  to share 
a l l  of  those th ings,  but  just  now i t  i s  important  
to stay focused on the opportuni ty that  you are 
making avai lable to them.  

 Avoid Bragging And Negat ive Remarks.  
Your test imony is not  about what you have 
done, i t  i s  about what God has done. Also 
remember that  your  test imony is not  about  how 
bad others are doing.  

 A f inal  point  on th is subject  i s  to 
remember The Holy Spir it  is  the One who draws 
to conversion.  W e are v i ta l  to the process in 
that  we carry the message; but  we are only 
carr iers of  the message. W hen we del iver  the 
gospel  in the proper  manner the Holy Spi r i t  wi l l  
do h is work in the hear t  of  those who are ready 
to hear .    
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My Personal Testimony 
 

 Here is a pat tern to help you develop a 
personal  test imony that  i s br ief ,  concise and 
powerfu l .  I t  begins wi th “My Li fe Before Chr ist ; ” 
then goes to “How I  received Chr ist ; ”  and 
f inal ly,  “How Jesus has made my l i fe  
meaningful . ”  Once you learn th is pat tern i t  wi l l  
become second nature to g ive an ef fect ive 
test imony. 

Here is an example of  how your  test imony may 
be presented:  

 

MY LIFE BEFORE CHRIST: 

 

I  was. . .  (wast ing my l ife  on. . . )  (Losing hope 
because.. . )  ( f i l led with anger because . . . )           

                                                                    

“My f r iends kept te l l ing my I  was wast ing my l i fe 
wi th the th ings I  was doing,  but  I  d idn’ t  l i s ten.  
Then one day I  real ized that  I  was beginning to 
loose hope, and thought “ Is th is what l i fe  i s a l l  
about…” 
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My l ife was contro l led by. . .  (drugs. . . )  
(a lcohol. . . )   (bad re lat ionships . . . )                    
   

 

“F inal ly I  real ized that  my dr inking was more 
than occasional ,  and my drug use was 
becoming more important  to me than i t  should 
have been. I  was beginning to th ink that nothing 
could change the way I  had become…”             
                      

        

                                                              

HOW I RECEIVED CHRIST:  

(Who to ld you? What d id they say? What d id 
you do?)                                                      

“Then one day someone to ld me how Jesus 
could change my l i fe .  They said I  was 
beginning to feel  t rapped and hopeless 
because the th ings I  d id were separat ing me 
from God. They ta lked about the peace that  
would come into my l i fe  and the new purpose 
for  l i v ing I  would exper ience when Chr ist  
came to l i ve in my heart .  
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W hat they said made since and I  decided 
r ight  then to turn my l i fe  over  Chr ist…”           
                                                                  
                                        

HOW JESUS HAS MADE MY LIFE 
MEANINGFUL:  

Now I . . .  (am of f  drugs. . . )  (Have a purpose in 
l ife . . . )  (Feel at  peace with God 

“Since that  t ime my l i fe  has been di f ferent .  I  am 
no longer contro l led by drugs or  a lcohol .  I  feel  
that  God has given me a purpose for  l i v ing and 
I  feel  at  peace on the inside.”  

 

 This example is not  your  story,  but  i t  i s  a 
sample of  how to make your  wi tness shor t  and 
ef fect ive.  You should pract ice th is pat tern unt i l  
you are comfor table g iv ing your  test imony in 
th is way.  Remember,  there are just  three par ts 
to your  story;  The way I  was before Chr ist ,  How 
I  accepted Chr ist ,  and How he has made my l i fe  
meaningful .  

 You probably wi l l  not  te l l  your  story 
exact ly the same way each t ime, but  you should 
remember to include each of  these three par ts 
in sequence. Somet imes you may feel  led to 
spend a l i t t le  more t ime on a par t i cular  par t  of  
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your test imony. W hen you feel  that  the Holy 
Spi r i t  i s  leading you then you should fo l low his 
d i rect ion.  That i s why he has been given to us.  

 

Bridge:  W hen you have f in ished giv ing your  
personal  test imony bui ld a br idge to The 
Star t ing Point .  
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Chapter 5 
 

 

Presenting the 
Starting Point 

 
 Many t imes the person, or  people,  that  
you are wi tnessing to wi l l  be ready to hear  the 
gospel  af ter  you have given your  personal  
test imony. As you share what God has done in 
your  l i fe  they wi l l  become moved about thei r  
own l i fe and desi re for  change wi l l  begin to 
bui ld in them. 

 

 Once people open themselves to the idea 
of  change they need to know that  there is a way 
to change and they need to know how to 
change. W e know that  the gospel  of  Jesus 
Chr ist  i s  the answer.   
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 The Star t ing Point  i s  a pamphlet  that  
br ief ly expla ins the gospel  and shows how to 
accept what Jesus has done for  them and al low 
the Spi r i t  of  God to ef fect  the change they 
desi re.  W e are going to explore The Star t ing 
Point  one point  at  a t ime. 

 

 

 

The Int roductory Page:  

The Starting PointThe Starting PointThe Starting PointThe Starting Point 

Every journey must not only have a goal, the 

place you are going; but it must also have a 

starting place. Whether short or long, every 

journey begins with the  point the first step is 

taken. 

That is also true about knowing God. If we are 

going to know Him, we must start someplace. 

This pamphlet is a starting point. Follow me 

through it and find out how you can begin the 

journey that leads you to God. 

  

 

 This page introduces the idea that  we are 
on a journey in l i fe  and that  we are beginning 
our  journey toward God. W e want the prospect  
to begin real iz ing that  he is not  yet  walk ing with 
God, but  he is beginning his journey toward 
God. 



 49 

Page 2,  Point  #1:  

POINT #1 POINT #1 POINT #1 POINT #1 ---- BECAUSE GOD LOVES YOU HE HAS MADE A WONDERFUL  BECAUSE GOD LOVES YOU HE HAS MADE A WONDERFUL  BECAUSE GOD LOVES YOU HE HAS MADE A WONDERFUL  BECAUSE GOD LOVES YOU HE HAS MADE A WONDERFUL 

PLAN FOR YOUR LIFEPLAN FOR YOUR LIFEPLAN FOR YOUR LIFEPLAN FOR YOUR LIFE    

    

""""God is love"God is love"God is love"God is love" (I John 4:8), and because He is love, He loves all of  (I John 4:8), and because He is love, He loves all of  (I John 4:8), and because He is love, He loves all of  (I John 4:8), and because He is love, He loves all of 

mankind.mankind.mankind.mankind.    

    

That meanThat meanThat meanThat means he loves you. "For God so loved the s he loves you. "For God so loved the s he loves you. "For God so loved the s he loves you. "For God so loved the worldworldworldworld (that  (that  (that  (that 

means you), that He gave His only begotten Son, that means you), that He gave His only begotten Son, that means you), that He gave His only begotten Son, that means you), that He gave His only begotten Son, that whoeverwhoeverwhoeverwhoever (that  (that  (that  (that 

means you)means you)means you)means you) believes in Him should not perish, but have eternal life" believes in Him should not perish, but have eternal life" believes in Him should not perish, but have eternal life" believes in Him should not perish, but have eternal life" 

(John 3:16).(John 3:16).(John 3:16).(John 3:16). 

God's plan for you is that you would have eternal life, not a sad 

life filled with disappointments. Jesus said, "I have come that they "I have come that they "I have come that they "I have come that they 

(you when you receive Him) may have life and have it to the full" (you when you receive Him) may have life and have it to the full" (you when you receive Him) may have life and have it to the full" (you when you receive Him) may have life and have it to the full" 

(John 10:10).(John 10:10).(John 10:10).(John 10:10). 

You are probably wondering why more people don't take 

advantage of this full and abundant life if this true. The reason is in the 

next point.    

 

The Message of  Point  #1:  

 I t  i s  important  that  people bel ieve that  
God loves them and that  the dr iv ing force of  h is 
grace and mercy is h is love for  us.  

 Many people feel  that  the things they have 
done have made them unworthy of  God’s mercy, 
therefore,  they don’ t  approach him. W hen they 
feel  harassed by thei r  problems they turn to 
other  a l ternat ives that  just  produce more 
problems. 
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 The purpose of  th is point  i s  to show them 
that  God’s love for  them is not  determined by 
what they do but  by the very nature of  God 
himsel f .  God loves them because he is God. 

  

Transi t ion :  The br idge of  t ransi t ion to point  #2 
is the last  paragraph of  point  #1 and i t  i s  
important  that  th is paragraph is read, “You are 
probably wonder ing why more people don’t take 
advantage of  th is fu l l  and abundant l i fe  i f this is 
t rue.  The reason is the next  point . ”  You want to 
t ransi t ion the prospect  f rom God’s love to your  
s in separates you f rom God. 

 

Page 3,  Point  #2:  

 

POINT #2 POINT #2 POINT #2 POINT #2 ---- THE SINFULNESS OF M THE SINFULNESS OF M THE SINFULNESS OF M THE SINFULNESS OF MANKIND HAS SEPARATED US ANKIND HAS SEPARATED US ANKIND HAS SEPARATED US ANKIND HAS SEPARATED US 

FROM THE GOODNESS OF GOD.FROM THE GOODNESS OF GOD.FROM THE GOODNESS OF GOD.FROM THE GOODNESS OF GOD. 

 

You know you have sinned, just like me, and everyone we 

know. It is that sin that is in us that separates us from God. "All have "All have "All have "All have 

sinned and fall short of the glory of God" (Romans 3:23).sinned and fall short of the glory of God" (Romans 3:23).sinned and fall short of the glory of God" (Romans 3:23).sinned and fall short of the glory of God" (Romans 3:23). 

God loves us, and is grieved for our sins, but as long as our sin 

separates us from his grace there is nothing He can do. 

So now you're probably asking yourself how we can ever know 

God with this big sin problem. The next point gives us some good news. 
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The Message of  po int  #2:  

 

 For  some people the message of  love is 
a l l  they want to hear .  They th ink,  “OK, God 
loves me, now God, get  me out  of  th is mess.”  
Somet imes people wi l l  become angry at  God for 
“ let t ing th is happen,”  when they are just  facing 
the consequence of  thei r  act ions.  

 The purpose of  point  #2 is to show 
personal  responsib i l i ty  for  thei r  separation from 
God and thei r  current  c i rcumstances.  The point  
is  that  their  own sin has separated them from 
God .  

 Point  #2 introduces thei r  problem and 
God’s problem. Thei r  problem is that  thei r  s in 
separates them from the grace of  God. God’s 
problem is that  he wants to extend his grace in 
love,  but  he is prevented by our  s infu lness.  

 

Transi t ion:  The br idge of  t ransi t ion to step 
three recognizes th is d i lemma and asks the 
quest ion,  “How can we ever  know God wi th th is 
b ig s in problem.”  The quest ion is answered by 
point ing to the next  point ;  “The next  point  g ives 
us some good news.”  
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Page 4,  Point  #3:  

 

POINT #3 - GOD GAVE US ONE WAY TO KNOW HIM: THROUGH JESUS 

CHRIST 

Remember that """"God is loveGod is loveGod is loveGod is love"""", and it is His love that 

demanded he make a way for mankind. He provided for us by the 

sacrifice of Christ. 

"God demonstrates His own love toward us, in that while we "God demonstrates His own love toward us, in that while we "God demonstrates His own love toward us, in that while we "God demonstrates His own love toward us, in that while we 

were yet sinners, Christ died for us" (Romans 5:8).were yet sinners, Christ died for us" (Romans 5:8).were yet sinners, Christ died for us" (Romans 5:8).were yet sinners, Christ died for us" (Romans 5:8).  

God's law demanded that we die for our sin; but his grace 

provided Christ as the sacrifice sufficient to reconcile us to God. Our 
action, prompted by faith, releases God’s grace to us. 

 

 

The Message of  Point  #3:  

 Here is the answer to the di lemma given 
in point  #2.  God’s love demanded he make a 
way for  us.  Remember John 3:16,  “For  God so 
loved the wor ld that  he gave…” That i s the 
message of  the gospel .   This is what i t  i s  a l l  
about.   

 I t  i s  important  that  the prospect  real ize 
that  i t  was his s in that  demanded for  Chr ist  to 
be sacr i f i ced.  Yes,  i t  i s  t rue that  Jesus died for  
the wor ld,  but  we are not  ta lk ing about the 
wor ld just  now. W e are ta lk ing about the person 
to whom you are present ing the gospel .  
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 There is a chorus we used to s ing that  
goes l i ke th is,  “ I  owed a debt I  could not  pay,  
He paid a debt he did not  owe.”  That i s the crux 
of  the matter .  The very th ing that  makes God’s 
love and acceptance avai lable to us is the 
death,  bur ia l  and resurrect ion of  Jesus Chr ist .   

 

Transi t ion:  The br idge of  t ransi t ion to point  #4 
is,  “Our act ion,  prompted by fa i th,  re leases 
God’s grace to us.”  W e want to introduce the 
idea that  we must take the step to re lease 
God’s love and i t  i s  a step of  fa i th.  

 

Page 4,  Point  4:  

POINT #4 - THE PROVISION THAT GOD MADE FOR US IS RELEASED BY 

OUR FAITH AND COMMITMENT TO CHRIST 

There are just a few things we need to remember in order to 

release the gift of life that God's love provides.  

 

 

The Message of  Point  #4:  

 W e are c lose to cal l ing the prospect to the 
confession of  h is s ins and being conver ted.  In 
Point  #4 we are expla in ing that  the death of  
Chr ist  for  our  s ins is only ef fect ive for  us when 
we take the step of  fa i th to accept h im and 
recognize him as Lord of  our  l i ves.  
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 The purpose of  th is point  i s  to help the 
prospect  real ize the value of  receiv ing Chr ist  
and asking him to forg ive thei r  s ins and grant  
repentance to them. 

 In th is step we point  out  three components 
of  re leasing forgiveness into our  l i ves;  we must 
receive Chr ist ,  grace is re leased through fa i th 
and we must invi te h im in.  W e’ l l  look at  each 
one of  these components.   

 

FIRST WE MUST RECEIVE CHRIST:  

 Somet imes people do not understand what 
i t  means to receive Chr ist .  There are three 
important  factors in th is process.  W e must 
bel ieve in the histor ical  Jesus and that  he is 
the Son of  God. Then we must commi t  our  l i ves 
to h im.  

 Receiv ing Chr ist  includes making a mental 
ascent to the histor ical  Jesus ,  but  i t  i s  so much 
more than that .  Surveys have shown that  about 
95% of  the people in Amer ica bel ieve in Jesus 
as a h istor ical  person, but  that  i s  not  
conversion.  

 One passage says,  “ I f  you bel ieve that  
Jesus is the Son of  God you have eternal  l i fe”  
(1 John 5:13) .  But  there is so much more 
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impl ied than just  to acknowledge that  he is the 
Son of  God .  Again,  surveys show that  across 
Amer ica 75-80% of  the people bel ieve that  
Jesus is God, but  there is no evidence that  
such a percentage has been born again.  

 

 This passage actual ly i s te l l ing us that  i f  
we bel ieve in the name of  the Son of  God  we 
know that  we have eternal  l i fe .  The phrase,  
“bel ieve in”  i s  the point  of  emphasis.  To bel ieve 
in means to p lace your  t rust  in ;  to arrange your  
l i fe  around the knowledge of .  This passage is 
actual ly te l l ing us that  we must be conver ted to 
t rust ing ourselves to t rust ing Chr ist .  

 The th i rd factor  in receiv ing Chr ist  i s  
commit t ing ourselves to h is care .  W e have 
ef fected no spi r i tual  work unt i l  we commi t  our  
l i ves to Him. I f  we do not  understand the 
importance of  each of  these factors in receiving 
Chr ist  then we run the danger of  g iv ing people 
fa lse hope and having the conversion process 
abor ted before i t  i s  complete.  

 

GRACE IS RELEASED THROUGH FAITH: 

 Eternal  l i fe  and the blessing of  God in this 
l i fe  are made avai lable to us by the grace of  
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God. I t  i s  h is love that  has made provis ion for  
us.  As we expla in th is to people i t  i s  important  
that  we help them to understand that Grace cost 
us nothing,  but  i t  cer ta in ly i s not  f ree;  i t  came 
at  great  cost .  However,  God’s grace is released 
to us based upon our  fa i th in the work that  
Chr ist  has done. 

 

 True fa i th demands that  we act  upon that  
which we cla im to bel ieve.  I f  we want God’s 
best  then we have l i ve in fa i th,  being committed 
to the way of  Chr ist .  

 You probably wi l l  not  go into a lot of detai l  
wi th the prospect  at  th is t ime, but  you should 
know the depth of  the commi tment you are 
about to ask f rom your  prospect .  I f  you real ize 
what you are asking your  at t i tude wi l l  ref lect  
that  and your  prospect  wi l l  p ick up on just  how 
ser ious th is moment is.  

 

THEN WE MUST INVITE HIM IN:  

 The i l lustrat ion of  Jesus standing at  the 
door  of  our  hear t ,  knocking to gain entrance 
f rom Revelat ion 3:20 is a good mental  picture to 
draw. I t  points out  that  Jesus has been wai t ing 
for  us to come to th is point  in  our  l i fe .  
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 Some of  the people you wi l l  br ing to th is 
point  have only seen God as the ogre who is 
wai t ing to ra in down judgment upon them for  a l l  
that  they have done. This p icture of  Jesus 
asking permission to come in presents God in 
an ent i re ly d i f ferent  and more accurate l ight .   

 A song I  remember has a l ine something 
l i ke th is,  “He was there a l l  the t ime, wai t ing 
pat ient ly. ”  That i s exact ly the s i tuat ion at  th is 
moment in your  presentat ion.  Jesus is wai t ing 
for  the invi tat ion to come in and we are about to 
invi te h im. 

 

PAGE 6,  INVIT ING HIM IN:    

 

Inviting Him in is as simple as saying this prayer:Inviting Him in is as simple as saying this prayer:Inviting Him in is as simple as saying this prayer:Inviting Him in is as simple as saying this prayer:    

 

"Lord Jesus, I am a sinner. I know that my sin has kept me from 

fellowship with you, and has prevented your blessing from my life. I 

accept that you died for my sins, and now as a step of faith I ask you to 

forgive my sins and receive me into your kingdom. I open the door of 

my heart right now and invite you to come in and be my Lord and 

Savior." 

Does that sound like what you would like to do? God has 

promised that when you do you will have the abundant life.  

 

"This is the testimony; God has given us eternal "This is the testimony; God has given us eternal "This is the testimony; God has given us eternal "This is the testimony; God has given us eternal life, and life, and life, and life, and 

this life is in his Son. He who has the Son has life; he who does not this life is in his Son. He who has the Son has life; he who does not this life is in his Son. He who has the Son has life; he who does not this life is in his Son. He who has the Son has life; he who does not 

have the Son of God does not have life. I write these things to you have the Son of God does not have life. I write these things to you have the Son of God does not have life. I write these things to you have the Son of God does not have life. I write these things to you 

who believe in the name of the Son of God so that you may know who believe in the name of the Son of God so that you may know who believe in the name of the Son of God so that you may know who believe in the name of the Son of God so that you may know 

that you have eternal life" (I John 5:11that you have eternal life" (I John 5:11that you have eternal life" (I John 5:11that you have eternal life" (I John 5:11----13).13).13).13).    
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 W hen I  f i rst  began shar ing the gospel  in 
th is manner I  real ly had problems wi th th is 
s imple prayer .  My exper ience had real ly made 
repentance a compl icated process.  F i rst ,  i t  
needed to happen in church.  Second, i t  had to 
be done on your  knees.  And th i rd,  there had to 
be a lot  of  tears and t i ssues for  i t  to be 
ef fect ive.  

 

 In just  the f i rst  few t imes I  prayed th is 
prayer  wi th prospects I  saw something 
remarkable begin to happen. I  could see a 
change in a persons face.  Thei r  eyes looked 
di f ferent .  I t  was l i ke they had just  stepped into 
a new wor ld,  and I  guess that  i s exact ly what 
happened. You wi l l  see the same resul ts as you 
lead others in th is prayer .  

 

 Not ice e lements of  th is prayer .  F i rst ,  we 
acknowledge that  we are s inners.  Then we 
acknowledge that  our  s in has separated us from 
God. These are very important  factors in 
repentance. I f  we do not  bel ieve th is our  prayer  
wi l l  not  be ef fect ive.   
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 The next  par t  of  the prayer  deals wi th 
what Chr ist  has al ready done. W e accept that  
he died for  our  s ins.  Then we appropr iate 
forgiveness by fa i th s imply by asking for  i t .  

 Now we are ready for  a decis ion.  The next 
th ing you do is ask a very cr i t i ca l  quest ion.  You 
must ask permission to pray wi th them. This is 
done in the quest ion,  “Does that  sound l i ke 
what you would l i ke to do?”  Ask the quest ion 
then don’ t  say another  word unt i l  you get  a 
response. I t  i s  very important  that  you get  thei r  
answer before you proceed. Most people wi l l  
answer wi th some form of  yes.  

 

 I f  they g ive a “no”  response then be 
respect fu l  of  thei r  decis ion.  I  wi l l  usual ly say 
something l i ke,  “ I  respect  that  decis ion.  Could I 
leave th is pamphlet  wi th you? W e are going to 
v is i t ing fo lks in th is neighborhood fa i r l y 
regular ly,  would i t  be a l r ight  i f  we dropped by to 
say hi  once in a whi le? Thanks,  have a great  
day.  Bye.”  Unless the prospect  insists i t  i s  best  
to end your  v is i t  at  th is t ime. 

 I f  you receive a “yes”  then prayer fu l l y 
proceed. I  wi l l  usual ly say something l i ke th is,  
“ I f  that  i s  what you would l i ke to do then we’ l l  
pray together .  I f  you pray th is prayer  wi th 
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sincer i ty a mi racle wi l l  take place in your  hear t .  
You wi l l  be changed.”  I t  i s  incredib le to watch 
change come over  people as they repeat th is 
prayer  wi th you.  

 I t  i s  important  that  you re inforce the 
decis ion and prayer  that  your  prospect  has just  
made. Read 1 John 5:11-13 and conf i rm that  
thei r  s ins are forgiven and now they are wel l  on 
thei r  journey in walk ing wi th God. 

 I t  i s  a lso important  that  the new bel iever  
i s taught the importance of  cont inuing to walk 
wi th God. W hi le they are encouraged in the 
step they have taken they must a lso be 
chal lenged to grow in fa i th,  fe l lowship and 
l i festy le.  

 

Page 7,  Reviewing what  just  happened:  

SINCE YOU RECEIVED CHRIST:SINCE YOU RECEIVED CHRIST:SINCE YOU RECEIVED CHRIST:SINCE YOU RECEIVED CHRIST: 

1. Christ came into your life (Revelation  3:20,       Colossians 

1:27). 

2. Your sins were forgiven (Col. 1:14). 

3. You became a child of God (John 1:12). 

4. You Received eternal life (John 5:24). 

 It is vitally important that you begin to associate with others who 

have committed their life to Christ in order to fully enjoy the benefits of his 

abundant life. The person who's name and phone number are given below 

will help you to find other believers to share your new found faith with. 
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 Take a couple of  minutes af ter  you pray 
wi th the new bel iever  to go over  th is section. As 
you can see i t  contains scr ipture for  what has 
just  taken place.  I t  a lso begins to emphasize 
the value fe l lowship wi th other  bel ievers.  Be 
sure to emphasize meet ing wi th another  person 
and shar ing the decis ion and prayer  they just  
made. 

 

Page 8,  Winding i t  up:  

 Before you conclude your  v is i t  go over the 
points on “HOW  TO HAVE SPIRITUAL 
GROW TH.”  Also begin fo l low up wi th the new 
bel iever  now by giv ing them a copy of “The Next 
Step.”  

 Just  before you leave make an 
appointment for  the next  day,  or  the next  
avai lable t ime, to go over  The Next Step and 
answer any quest ions they may have. 

 The f inal  th ing that  you do before you 
leave is point  out  contact  informat ion at  the 
bot tom of  page 8.  Your church fami ly should be 
l i s ted here wi th address and phone number of  
the church.  You should a lso wr i te your  name 
and address.  
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Chapter 6 

Follow – Up 
 Fol low up begins wi th the f i rst  contact  
af ter  e i ther  v is i t  to a worship service or  event,  
or  as the cal l  af ter  a cold cal l .  Ei ther  way fo l low 
up begins wi th the second contact  wi th a 
prospect .  

 I f  The Star t ing Point  has been presented 
then the f i rst  fo l low up cal l  wi l l  be to go over  
The Next Step and introduce Understanding the 
Bib le booklet .  

 I f  you are making a fo l low up cal l  on 
someone who has vis i ted a worship service or  
event you begin wi th the basic format we have 
studied ear l ier ;  get  acquainted,  need 
assessment,  etc.  

 Many of  the fo l low up contacts that  you 
wi l l  make wi l l  be f rom the farming program that  
we are introducing a l i t t le  later  in th is book.  We 
are going to explore fo l low up in that  context  in 
th is sect ion,  then in the next  sect ion we wi l l  
cover  the fo l low up of  v is i tors.  
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Follow Up After The Starting Point 

 Af ter  we presented The Star t ing Point and 
the new bel iever  has prayed wi th us we lef t  The 
Next Step  wi th them. At  that  t ime we made an 
appointment for  the next  v is i t  which should be 
the next  day or  as soon as possib le.  At  the next  
v is i t  we review The Next Step ,  pray wi th them 
and leave How to Understand the Bib le  wi th 
them. W e wi l l  be sure that  we have thei r  
te lephone number and the best  t ime to cal l  
them. They should be cal led on the phone for  a 
shor t  encouraging vis i t  every day.  The f inal  
th ing we do on th is f i rst  fo l low up vis i t  i s  make 
an appointment for  our  next  v is i t  which should 
be wi th in the next  week.  

 

Reviewing The Next Step 

The Next StepThe Next StepThe Next StepThe Next Step 

 

 

   You have just embarked upon a wonderful 

Journey. When you accepted Christ as your 

personal savior you opened your life up to 

many wonderful blessings. Just as there were 

steps to receiving Christ, there are also steps 

to your growing in the blessing of knowing 

Him. 
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  The purpose of  The Next Step is to begin 
the discip leship process wi th a new bel iever .  I t  
i s  very basic and is meant to be,  just  as the 
t i t le  impl ies,  the next  step.  By making an 
appointment for  the next  day you wi l l  have the 
opportuni ty to stay connected wi th your  new 
fr iend.  

 

Page 2:  

 

   From this point forward the life you live is blessed by the spirit of 

Christ which lives in you. You have entered into a new realm. A realm 

where the spirit of God leads you and guides you into the way that is life 

and blessing. 

 

   There are a few important things to remember as you begin your life 

of walking with God. First, you should know that God has a wonderful 

plan for your life and wants you to have an abundance of blessing. 

Jesus said, “I have come that they may have life, and have it to the full” 

(John 10:10). 

 

   The next thing to know is that all of God’s blessings are opened up to 

us through faith. Jesus taught us that all things are possible to us if we 

believe. Faith is the key that unlocks the door to God’s blessing for our 

lives. 

 

 On th is page we re inforce the idea that  
God has wonderfu l  p lan for  thei r  l i fe .  W e also 
begin to teach about fa i th and i ts value in 
opening the door  to God’s b lessing.  
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Pages 3 & 4:  

Where does faith come from?Where does faith come from?Where does faith come from?Where does faith come from?    

 

   The Apostle Paul wrote in Romans 10:17, “Faith comes from hearing 

the message, and the message is heard through the word of Christ.” 

From this we learn that faith actually comes through being able to hear 

God’s word. Here are the ways we hear God’s word: 

 

1. By reading the BibleBy reading the BibleBy reading the BibleBy reading the Bible. Begin immediately to read the Bible.  A good 

place to begin is in the New Testament and a good book to begin 

reading is the Book of John. 

 

2. By going to church and hearing pastors preachBy going to church and hearing pastors preachBy going to church and hearing pastors preachBy going to church and hearing pastors preach. The Apostle Paul 

also wrote, “How can they believe in the one of whom they have not 

heard, and how can they hear without someone preaching to 

them?” (Romans 10:14). 

 

3. Through Through Through Through prayerprayerprayerprayer. It is vital that we learn to communicate with God 

and prayer is the vehicle to do that. As we ask him he gives us 

understanding of his word.  

 

4. Through friendship with others who are walking with GodThrough friendship with others who are walking with GodThrough friendship with others who are walking with GodThrough friendship with others who are walking with God. 

Making a friend of another person who is walking in faith is a 

wonderful way to increase your understanding of God’s word and 

for your faith to grow. 

 

As we emphasize the importance of faith the value of 
learning how to gain faith becomes more apparent. This 
page touches upon the vital elements of developing and 
maintaining faith.  Each of these points reinforces the 
need for connecting with a local body of believers.  

Be sure to go through these pages point by point and 
emphasize the importance of connecting with other 
believers. 
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Pages 4 & 5: 
The Holy Spirit in your lifeThe Holy Spirit in your lifeThe Holy Spirit in your lifeThe Holy Spirit in your life    

 

   Now that you are born again the Spirit of God dwells in you. We 

actually are the temple of God, or the place where God lives. That is an 

awesome thought. Here are some of the things the Spirit does in us: 

 

1. Gives us confidence in GodGives us confidence in GodGives us confidence in GodGives us confidence in God—“We know that we live in Him and He 

in us, because he has given us of His Spirit” (1 John 4:13) 

 

2. Helps us prayHelps us prayHelps us prayHelps us pray—“We do not know what we ought to pray for, but the 

Spirit himself intercedes for us” (Romans 8:26)  

 

3. Leads us into truth about GodLeads us into truth about GodLeads us into truth about GodLeads us into truth about God—“The Holy Spirit, whom the Father 

will send in my name, will teach you all things” (John 14:26) 

 

   As we learn to hear what the Holy Spirit in us is teaching us we will 

grow in his grace. It is important that we develop a sensitivity to his 

leading. We do that through reading the Bible, prayer and fellowship 

with other believers 

 

   These pages are deal ing wi th the changes 
that  come upon us when Chr ist  i s  in our  hear ts.  
W hen the Spi r i t  of  Chr ist ,  i .e . ,  the Holy Spi r i t  
comes into our  l i ves he comes for  the purpose 
of  leading us into a fu l l  l i fe  in God’s grace.   

   The l i fe  that  the Holy Spi r i t  leads us into is a 
l i fe  of  progressive sanct i f i cat ion,  or  hol iness.  
The new bel iever  must be impressed wi th the 
need to develop sensi t i v i ty to the leading of  the 
Holy Spi r i t .  
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   This booklet  i s  not  intended to be an 
exhaust ive study on the work of  the Holy Spi r i t  
in  our  l i ves.  I t  does not  deal  wi th being f i l led 
wi th the Holy Spi r i t ,  nei ther  does i t  deal  wi th 
the bapt ism of  the Holy Spi r i t .  I f  you feel  the 
Holy Spi r i t  prompt ing you to go into those 
issues at  th is t ime that  i s OK, but  general ly 
those th ings wi l l  be taught in the discip l ing 
process.  

   The last  paragraph re inforces the need for  
reading the Bib le,  prayer  and fe l lowship wi th 
other  bel ievers,  just  as the previous sect ion 
d id.   

 

Pages 6 & 7:   

Fellowshipping with other Believers 

   Have you ever noticed how that when ducks and geese fly south they 

fly in groups? Or have you heard of a school of fish? Or a herd of deer? 

There is a reason why these animals travel in groups. It is for strength, 

protection and comfort. 

   Have you noticed how that certain people group together? You may 

even know some people who get together and do things that you 

wouldn’t want your children doing. Why do people group together? They 

find comfort and support in what they do together. 

   It is the same with a walk of faith. We need the strength and comfort 

that comes from being with others who are trying to walk with God. We 

are instructed in Hebrews 10:25, “Let us not give up meeting together… 

but let us encourage one another.” 

   Before this day is over find another believer and begin to build a 

relationship with them. You will gain much strength and comfort from 

doing so and your faith will grow. 
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   This sect ion is on the value of  connect ing 
wi th other  bel ievers and being in fel lowship with 
them. I t  has been my exper ience that  people 
who make a profession of  fa i th,  but  do not  
connect  wi th other  bel ievers,  they wi l l  fa l l  by 
the way-side.   

   W hen Jesus gave the great  commission he 
said that  we must make discip les of  them.  I t  i s  
not  enough to lead them in the s inners prayer  
and leave them be. That i s l i ke having a baby 
and leaving i t  in  the street  to fend for  i tsel f .  
Just  as a newborn baby wi l l  d ie i f  le f t  a lone so 
a new bel iever  wi l l  survive i f  they are left alone. 
I t  i s  the responsib i l i ty  of  the evangel ist  to 
d iscip le the new bel iever  into fe l lowship wi th a 
congregat ion of  other  bel ievers.  

   W e must remember that  just  because we have 
real ized the need for  fe l lowship doesn’ t  mean 
that  the new bel iever  does.  Each one wi l l  have 
a d i f ferent  set  of  ideas about “church,”  or  
“Chr ist ians.”  I t  may be a growth process to get  
them to be comfor table wi th other  bel ievers.  Be 
sensi t i ve to where the new bel iever  i s in that  
regard.   

   To be ef fect ive you must learn to encourage 
people into fe l lowship and nudge them toward 
at tending worship or  other  events,  but  real i ty i s 
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that  they wi l l  a t tend when they are ready and i f  
we push to hard i t  wi l l  dr ive them away. 

   The most important  th ing is gain thei r  
conf idence by becoming f r iends and 
encouraging them to grow. 

 

Page 7:  

   THINGS TO REMEMBER: 

1. Faith comes by hearing – be careful what you hear 

2. Fellowship with other believers is essential – we are known by 

the company we keep 

3. Worship is necessary to stay close to God – God’s word says 

that he goes where people worship him 

4. Prayer keeps us going – God enjoys communicating with us 

5. God’s word becomes the light to our path 

 

   This page is the f inal  review of  the pr incip les 
g iven in The Next Step.  You wi l l  not ice that  
fe l lowship,  prayer ,  worship and God’s word are 
again emphasized. Each of  these act iv i t ies is 
ment ioned 3 or  4 t imes in th is smal l  booklet .  
They are that  important .  

   The purpose of  th is booklet  i s  to s imply be 
the next  step.  W e are not  deal ing wi th bapt ism, 
Spi r i t  bapt ism, l i festy le,  or  any of  the other  
i ssues that  wi l l  be taught as the discip l ing 
process develops.  
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   Some people wi l l  be ready to jump in wi th 
both feet .  They’ l l  a t tend service,  receive 
bapt ism, and never  look back.  Other  people wi l l  
need a l i t t le  t ime and wi l l  just  have to move 
forward step by step.  

   A b ig par t  of  our  job is to become sensi t i ve to 
the Holy Spi r i t  and gain d iscernment as to 
where a person is in thei r  walk.  W e must be 
ready to walk as far  and as fast  as a new 
bel iever  i s ready to go.  W e must a lso be ready 
to go as s lowly as they need. To know the 
di f ference we must have discernment,  and that  
takes prayer  on our  par t .  
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Chapter 7 
 

Follow Up Follow Up Follow Up Follow Up 

From Prior From Prior From Prior From Prior 

ContactContactContactContact 
 

 

 In th is sect ion we wi l l  deal  wi th the prospect  
who has ei ther  at tended an event or  i s a farm 
team contact .  An event would be a worship 
service or  another  event at tended by the 
prospect .  

        

First  Fol low Up Contact  With At tendee:  

 Make introduct ions at  the door  and make 
reference to the event that  was at tended. W e 
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wi l l  refer  to a worship service as the event for  
the purpose of  an example.  

 W hen the contact  comes to the door begin 
wi th something l i ke,  “Hi .  I  am Paul  and th is 
Jane. W e’re f rom Fi rst  Church and just  wanted 
to come by for  a minute to let  you know that  we 
were blessed to have you in worship service 
wi th us Sunday.”  Al low them to respond to that  
statement.  I  have found that  i t  i s  a lways good to 
have something to hand them as you begin to 
speak.  I t  may be an informat ion packet,  a 
brochure or  other  t ract .  

 

I f  you sense that  you are wel l  received 
cont inue the conversat ion.  I f  there is hesi tancy 
on the par t  of  the contact  expla in that  you 
would l i ke to stay in contact  and i f  i t  would be 
al r ight  you would l i ke to drop by f rom t ime to 
t ime to say hi .  I f  they g ive a posi t i ve response 
to that  make a note to v is i t  them again the 
fo l lowing week. 

 

W hen you sense an open door begin to 
assess thei r  perceived needs by gently probing. 
You might  star t  by f inding out  what had 
mot ivated them to at tend your  services.  
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 There are some common areas of concern 
that  most people have. Your prospect  i s 
probably concerned about at  least  one of  these 
areas.  Areas of  greatest  concern are:  

•  Finances:  Never  enough money, unpaid 
b i l l s  -  How would we discover and address 
these needs? 

•  Family and Relat ionships:  Absent 
parent ,  parent ing ski l l s ,  problems at  
school ,  chi ldren get t ing out  of  contro l ,  
personal  re lat ionships -  How would we 
discover  and address these needs? 

 

•  Health:  Concern for  STDs, dental ,  other  
d iseases -  How would we discover  and 
address these needs? 

 

•  Securi ty :  Cr ime, drug use in area -  How 
do we discover  and address these needs? 

 

W e have not iced that  “Gett ing r ight  wi th 
God” is not  h igh on the conscious pr ior i ty l i s t  of 
most fo lks.  That may be thei r  greatest  need but  
thei r  greatest  perceived need is probably one 
those ment ioned above.  
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Besides the concerns people wi l l  express 
there is the under ly ing need for  personal  
val idat ion.  Many people have a sense of  being 
alone, that  no one understands them and no 
one cares for  them. Regardless of  what needs a 
person expresses,  thei r  number one unspoken 
need is val idat ion;  they feel  a lone and i t  i s  
k i l l ing them inside.  They need to f ind someone 
who cares enough to f ind out  how they feel  and 
what they th ink.  W hen asking quest ions and 
responding use the words;  “ feel ”  and “ th ink”  
when referr ing to the indiv idual  and thei r  
c i rcumstances.   

 

NEVER  be so bold as to say,  “ I  know exact ly 
how you feel” � � �  you don’ t  know exact ly how they 
feel ,  only they can know that .   

How do we get  people to ta lk about thei r  
area of  greatest  concern? By asking quest ions.  
The impact of  the Gospel  i s  that  i t  i s  “Good 
News”   -  W e do not  know what would be good 
news to an indiv idual  unt i l  we f ind out what they 
th ink is bad news. W hen we f ind out  what they 
th ink the bad news is then we can present the 
“good news” that  corrects the problem created 
by the bad news. 
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Example:  W el fare is cut  and th is mom wi l l  not  
have enough money to pay rent .  She is 
concerned about being evicted,  c lothes for  her  
chi ldren,  and food for  her  table.  She is not  
concerned r ight  now about what i t  takes to go to 
heaven; she is in hel l  now. Heaven to her  would 
be how to make i t  through the month.  How are 
we going to get  th is mother  ta lk ing about her  
bad news? By asking quest ions l i ke these: 

•  “Are you being af fected by the new 
W el fare program?”   

 

•  “How do you feel  about the W el fare 
Reform that  i s going on?”  

 

 She wi l l  s tar t  ta lk ing when you ask 
quest ions that  are af fect ing her  l i fe  r ight  
now. Once we f ind out  what i s causing her  
concern we can address the issues.  

 

 

ADDRESSING THE ISSUES:   

W e address the issues f rom these posi t ions:  

•  F i rst :  Personal  or  th i rd par ty test imony –  
“ I  know a l i t t le  b i t  about how you feel  
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because I  am facing the same th ing. . ” ;  “A 
lot  of  people feel  the same way and some 
of  them are te l l ing me.. . ”  ;  “A f r iend of  
mine was just  te l l ing me.. . ”  

 

•  Second: How did i t  work out ,  or  how is i t  
being worked out  by those whose 
test imony you are g iv ing?  “ I  was feel ing 
the same way and when I  real ized that  the 
government d idn’ t  care,  I  had to f ind 
someone who did.  That ’s when I  began to 
pray. . . ”  ;  “Many of  the people I  ta lk to who 
are in your  posit ion te l l  me  that  they fe l t  
l i ke no one cared unt i l  they began te l l  i t  
a l l  to the Lord. . ” ;  “My fr iend to ld me  about 
how al l  th is worry about money was 
causing her  real  problems and she fe l t  
l i ke no one cared then she began to ta lk 
to Jesus about i t . . ”  

 

 

•  Thi rd:  Br ing God’s promises into the 
equat ion – “A wr i ter  in the Bib le wrote,  
‘My God wi l l  meet a l l  your  according to 
h is g lor ious r iches in Chr ist  Jesus’  
(Phi l ippians 4:19) .  I  have found th is 
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Scr ipture to be a real  source of  comfort as 
I  go to prayer  knowing that  God has 
promised to take care of  my needs .  How 
do you feel  about that  promise?”  

 

 

•  Four th:  Test  the waters;  i t  may be t ime to 
pray wi th her .  Ask a quest ion l i ke,  “Do 
you feel  l i ke God is concerned about 
you?” Or “Have you thought  much about 
God and what he would l i ke to do for  
you?” I f  she wi l l  pray wi th you make i t  
shor t  and simple.  

 

 

•  Last :  Make an appointment for  a later  
date to ta lk about how God can give her  
courage and fa i th,  to f ight  the 
c i rcumstances,  and even to br ing her  
del iverance. I f  you can’ t  get  a def in i te 
t ime commi tment just  te l l  her  that  you wi l l  
be coming by her  area occasional ly to 
share wi th people in the neighborhood 
and would i t  be a l r ight  to drop by another  
t ime. 
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 You probably not iced that  whi le you are 
ta lk ing about needs there is opportuni ty to 
br ing in your  personal  test imony. 

As you give your  personal  test imony be 
prepared to bui ld a br idge of  t ransi t ion f rom 
your  test imony to making an appl icat ion to the 
prospect .  

By th is t ime you should have determined i f  
the contact  has made a profession of  fa i th.  I t  
they have, g ive them encouragement and pray a 
bel iever ’s prayer  of  encouragement wi th them. 
I f  you feel  that  they have not  made a profession 
of  fa i th then t ransi t ion to The Star t ing Point .   

As you are learning th is evangel ism method 
work out  a scenar io that  deals wi th each of  the 
four  or  f i ve areas of  concern that  people have 
and that  addresses them from the perspect ive 
of  thei r  under ly ing need of  val idat ion.  Pract ice 
these scenar ios unt i l  you become comfor table 
wi th them.  

Second Contact :  

There are two kinds of  second contact ;  the 
f i rst  and most common is the drop by and leave 
some inspi rat ional  mater ia l ,  the second is a 
pre-arranged appointment.  
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Drop by v is i t :   

Use the same basic format as the f i rst  t ime 
contact .  F ind a need and val idate the person 
whi le you are g iv ing them the good news about 
thei r  bad news. Cont inue to make cal l  backs on 
th is person unt i l  you assess that  they have no 
fur ther  interest ,  they te l l  you not  to come back,  
or  you set  an appointment to study wi th them.  

Cont inue to make second contact  drop by 
v is i ts unt i l  there is a change in status.  

 

Appointment :   

This wi l l  usual ly be a fo l low up cal l  on the 
last  meet ing you had wi th the person you are 
v is i t ing.  I f  th is cal l  i s  a fo l low-up to a 
presentat ion of  The Star t ing Point  then be 
prepared to go over  The Next Step wi th them. 

Somet imes the second cal l  wi l l  be af ter  
someone has at tended an event and they are 
ready for  a Bib le study.  At  th is cal l  begin wi th 
scr ipture,  and comfor t  in  the area of  known 
concern.  The subject  of  study wi l l  usual ly come 
out of  the f i rst  contact  v is i t .  Remember,  at  th is 
point  we are about good news. W e are not  
about arguing,  or  t ry ing to convince people of  
doctr ine.  
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By the end of  th is v is i t  your  prospect  knows 
you are f rom Fi rst  Church and you have to ld 
them a l i t t le  b i t  about the church.  I t  would be 
good to invi te them to at tend and even of fer  to 
p ick up.  Be carefu l  not  to make i t  sound l i ke 
they have to come to church,  they may not  be 
ready to make that  commi tment yet .  They 
should know they are welcome but they 
shouldn’ t  feel  pressed. 
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Chapter 8 
 

TRACKING 

CONTACTS  
 

 This chapter  expla ins the process of  
t racking a prospect  f rom the f i rst  to actual ly 
being integrated into a congregat ion of  
bel ievers.  For  the purpose of this evangel ism 
program I  have div ided our  re lat ionship wi th 
the contact  into three levels that  are 
expla ined in th is chapter .  

 

LEVEL ONE CONTACT:  

A level  one contact  i s  a f i rst  cal l  contact  

 

1.  Name, Address and Phone # is put  on 3x5 
contact  card.  

 

2.  I f  no fur ther  appointment i s made except a 
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note to “Drop by,”  then card is put  in 
weekly “drop by”  f i le .  

 

3.  I f  there was prayer  wi th the contact  then 
that  i s noted on the card as wel l  as the 
k ind of  need that  was prayed over ;  
salvat ion,  heal ing,  f inancia l ,  fami ly,  etc.  
Card is then put  in a fo l low-up f i le  that  
wi l l  cause a post  card to be mai led that  
acknowledges the vis i t  and prayer .  The 
contact  card wi l l  then be placed in the 
appropr iate fo l low-up fi le, depending upon 
the kind of  prayer .  

 

4.  I f  there is an appointment made for  a 
personal  study then a date and t ime is 
establ ished and the card is put  in “Study”  
fo l low-up f i le .  A post  card is mai led 
acknowledging the vis i t  and conf i rming 
the t ime and date of  the study.  

 

LEVEL TWO CONTACT: 

 A level  two contact  i s  one that  has been 
previously v is i ted and has a contact  card in 
the f i le .  
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1. I f  i t  i s  a “Drop By”  contact  just  make a 
casual  v is i t .  Be sure to have the hand-out 
for  the week. 

 

2.  I f  i t  i s  a prayer  fo l low-up contact  proceed 
according to the k ind of  prayer  you had 
wi th them. 

 

3.  For  a study contact  be sure that  you are 
prepared.  The personal  study should 
begin wi th any quest ion the contact  had 
and lead into “God’s abundant 
provis ion. . . ”  for  whatever  area of  need 
they have. 

 

4.  F i l l  out  contact  card wi th appropr iate 
comments about the v is i t .  There wi l l  be a 
fo l low-up post  card and contact  card wi l l  
be put  in appropr iate f i le .  

 

LEVEL THREE CONTACT: 

Contact  has ei ther  (or  both)  made a 
profession of  fa i th or  i s involved in a Bib le 
study.  
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1.  I f  commi tment prayer  has not  yet  been 
made then the subject  of  study should 
move toward help ing them to understand 
the need for  receiv ing Chr ist  as Lord and 
Savior .  

 

2.  Introduce them to a study subject. Studies 
should be in 4 week modules.  

 

3.  As rapport  develops introduce to smal l  
group studies and invi te to Sunday 
services and specia l  events.  

 

 

EANGELISM TRACKING 

Establish A Fil ing System 

 

 The f i l l i ng system wi l l  include a rotat ing day 
and date f i le  and a fami ly f i le .  

 The rotat ing day and date f i le  i s s imply 
cal led the contact  f i le .  A card is f i l led out  on 
the prospect  on the f i rst  v is i t .  This card 
includes the basic informat ion about the contact 
as wel l  as the date of  v is i t  and notes on the 
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vis i t .   This contact ,  or  fo l low-up card,  i s  p laced 
into the rotat ing day and date f i le  behind the 
date of  the next  v is i t .  

 

 The way the rotat ing f i le  system works is 
very s imple.  At  the end of  your  f i rst  v is i t  you set 
the t ime and day of  your  next  v is i t  and wr i te 
that  on the card,  I f  your  next  v is i t  wi l l  be a drop 
by,  indicate on the card the date of  your  next  
intended date to drop by.  W hen you return to 
the v is i tat ion of f i ce,  put  the card in the rotat ing 
day and date f i le  behind the date g iven on the 
card of  the next  v is i t .  I f  you vis i t  on Thursday 
Evenings and your  next  v is i t  day is Thursday 
the 25 t h ,  put  the card behind the 25 t h .  As you 
are prepar ing for  the next  v is i tat ion date s imply 
pul l  a l l  of  the cards f rom Thursday the 25 t h  and 
you wi l l  know who you are v is i t ing.   

    

  The fami ly f i le  wi l l  carry a l l  the 
informat ion on a fami ly.  I t  wi l l  include 
bi r thdates,  anniversar ies,  bapt isms, 
membership informat ion,  etc.  I t  wi l l  a lso be 
updated wi th notes on current  v is i ts.  
Informat ion f rom the fo l low-up card wi l l  be 
copied to th is f i le .  
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Using the Fol low-Up Contact  Card  

Here is a sample 3x5 contact  card:  

John  J ohn s onJohn  J ohn s onJohn  J ohn s onJohn  J ohn s on     

1 2 32  Any  S t r e e t1 2 32  Any  S t r e e t1 2 32  Any  S t r e e t1 2 32  Any  S t r e e t     

T h i s  T own ,  S t a t eT h i s  T own ,  S t a t eT h i s  T own ,  S t a t eT h i s  T own ,  S t a t e     

( 1 2 3)  4 56( 123)  4 56( 123)  4 56( 123)  4 56 ---- 7890789078907890     

8/4/2004  8/4/2004  8/4/2004  8/4/2004  ––––  V i s i t e d  J ohn .  Wi f e ,  Emi ly  wa s  ou t .   V i s i t e d  J ohn .  Wi f e ,  Emi ly  wa s  ou t .   V i s i t e d  J ohn .  Wi f e ,  Emi ly  wa s  ou t .   V i s i t e d  J ohn .  Wi f e ,  Emi ly  wa s  ou t .  

F r i end ly  b u t  n o t  v e r y  in t e r e s t e d .  Sa id  w ou ld  d r op  b y  F r i end ly  b u t  n o t  v e r y  in t e r e s t e d .  Sa id  w ou ld  d r op  b y  F r i end ly  b u t  n o t  v e r y  in t e r e s t e d .  Sa id  w ou ld  d r op  b y  F r i end ly  b u t  n o t  v e r y  in t e r e s t e d .  Sa id  w ou ld  d r op  b y  

a ga in .a ga in .a ga in .a ga in .  

 This was a f i rst  v is i t  and very l i t t le  
informat ion was gathered.  John was f r iendly,  
but  he real ly d idn’ t  show any real  in terest .  I  
would consider  th is a very casual  prospect  so 
he would go into the rotat ing f i le  for  a drop by 
the next  t ime we work th is area.  I f  he was a 
contact  f rom at tending a service or  event,  that  
wi l l  be noted on the card as wel l .  I f  the 
intended contact  was his wi fe f ind out  when she 
is l i ke ly to be home and indicate that  on the 
card.  

 I f  the conversat ion progresses to the point  
that  there is prayer  e i ther  for  salvat ion or  other  
needs that  should be noted on the card.  The 
fo l low-up on these fo lks wi l l  be a l i t t le  more 
intense. I f  there was a salvat ion prayer  set  up 
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the next  appointment for  the fo l lowing day.  I f  
the prayer  was for  other  needs then let  them 
know you wi l l  be contact ing them later to fol low-
up on that  need. 

 

 They wi l l  be mai led a card acknowledging the 
prayer  we had wi th them. I f  i t  was a salvat ion 
prayer  the card wi l l  address thei r  step of  fa i th 
and commi tment.  I f  i t  was another  need, that  
need wi l l  be ment ioned and they wi l l  be 
reminded that  we are cont inuing to pray wi th 
them about that  need. 

 

 Al l  of  the informat ion that  i s needed for  the 
fo l low-up card wi l l  be wr i t ten on the 3x5 contact 
card.   

 

•  W i th in a week there wi l l  be a fo l low-
up cal l  made and they wi l l  be g iven 
a pamphlet  appropr iate to the prayer 
they made. At  th is meet ing there wi l l  
be an at tempt to make appointment 
for  personal  study.  I f  that  i s  not  
successful  then they wi l l  be put  in 
“Drop By”  f i le .  
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4. “Personal  Study” -  These are people who 
accept an appointment to study on a 
personal  one to one basis.  

•  Thei r  contact  card should include: 
person who made appointment,  
person who wi l l  g ive study,  subject  
of  study,  date and t ime of  study.  

 

•  A note wi l l  be sent to the contact  to 
conf i rm the study subject ,  date and 
t ime. 

 

•  A note wi l l  be routed to each person 
involved in the study.  

 

•  Af ter  the study comments made on 
card and returned to of f i ce to be 
f i led.  

 

•  W hen contact  becomes involved a in 
�Smal l  Group, �  or  becomes an 
“At tender”  then they are move to the 
appropr iate f i le .  
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5. “Smal l  Group” -  These are people who 
are meet ing at  least  once a week for  
study,  prayer  and fe l lowship. They may be 
al ready involved wi th NHM or  new people 
who have never  at tended. Typical ly i t  i s  
the next  step for  people involved in 
“Personal  Study” .  

•  Tracking at  th is point  i s  t ransferred 
to “Fol low-Up” status.  

 

6.  “At tenders” -  These are people who have 
at tended at  least  one Sunday Service and 
are in the process of  being integrated into 
the body.  
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Chapter 9  

 

THE BRIDGE 
STORY 

 
Some t ime ago I  had a strong desi re for  a 

wi tnessing tool  that  would be ef fect ive in 
i l lustrat ing the concept of  the good news of  the 
gospel .  I  was inspi red wi th an example that  
i l lustrates the point .  I  cal l  i t  the br idge story.  I t  
goes l i ke th is:  

As youth a l l  of  us have a lot  of  ideas of  how 
l i fe i s going to be for  us.  Those ideas usual ly 
include accumulat ing a lot  of  stuf f  and going to 
exot ic p laces.  There are a lot  of  hopes and 
dreams wrapped up in these great  ideas.  For  a 
few people,  a very few people,  these hopes and 
dreams come true.  For  the rest  of  us we see 
these hopes and dreams diminish day by day.  
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I t  seems the af fa i rs of  l i fe  begin to drain the 
hope f rom us f rom the t ime we are chi ldren. The 
f i rst  problems of  l i fe  we of ten become aware of  
are the problems in our  home. There may be  

 

problems wi th mom and dad, or  too of ten there 
is the absence of  e i ther  a mom or  a dad. 

Many t imes abuse becomes a factor .  The 
most common abuse to chi ldren is verbal  
assaul t  and just  behind i t  are physical  and 
sexual  abuse. Abuse of  chi ldren is the most 
common destroyer  of  hopes and dreams. I t  
leaves scars in our  emot ions that  are very 
d i f f i cu l t  to heal .  

Then there is the economic s i tuat ion.  
Chi ldren in a home that  i s struggl ing wi th 
f inances become aware of  those di f f i cu l t ies at  
an ear ly age and are af fected by i t .   

Al l  of  these factors and more begin to drain 
the hope f rom our  dreams as we grow from 
chi ldren to adolescence. And al l  of  these 
factors have an af fect  on the way we approach 
l i fe .  For  too many of  us the ef fect  i s  that  we 
develop behaviors to compensate for  the sense 
of  loss we have over  the dreams that  seem so 
far  f rom being fu l f i l led.  These behaviors seem 
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to a lways promise something that  i s lost  when 
the th ing is done. 

The i ronic th ing is that  the behaviors we 
develop to compensate for  our  sense of  loss 
become pr imary factors in our  lost  hope and 
dreams. The more we compensate,  the fur ther  
away our  hopes and dreams become. 

 

As we go along we begin to g ive up hope on 
our  dreams on by one. F inal ly we f ind ourselves 
set t l ing for  so l i t t le  that  we begin to wonder i f  
there is any use going on.  The picture I  get  in 
my mind at  th is point  i s  standing on the edge of  
a c l i f f  and not  being able to go any fur ther .  I  
can see my hopes and dreams far  away, across 
the canyon, but  there is no way I  can reach 
them. 

Here,  at  the edge of  the c l i f f ,  we stand; 
f rustrated and desperate.  W e are asking i f  
there is a way that  we can make i t  to the other  
s ide and real iz ing that  i t  i s  not  in our  abi l i ty  to 
do so.  

 

W hen we look into the chasm separat ing us 
f rom our  dreams we see the th ings that  have 
made the separat ion.  There are hur ts that  have 



 93 

not been healed;  re lat ionships that  were 
broken; anger,  addict ions,  legal  i ssues – they 
are a l l  there.  Al l  of  the th ings in our  l i fe  that  
have had a negat ive af fect  upon us are there.  

Desperate,  wi thout hope, wi th a l l  of  our  
emot ional  resources exhausted we ask,  “ Is 
there a way?” 

The answer is yes.  The way is that  there 
must be a br idge to cross the chasm of  our  l i fe  
that  separates us f rom our  dreams. W e can’ t  
bui ld that  br idge,  but  someone can. In fact ,  
someone did.  2000 years ago when Jesus died 
on the cross he became the br idge that  wi l l  take 
us f rom despai r  to hope. 

A most exci t ing d iscovery to make is the 
v is ion Jesus has of  us.  His v is ion is that  our  
hur ts are healed,  our  hope is renewed and our  
dreams are fu l f i l led.  Al l  that  he did in h is l i fe ,  
h is death and his resurrect ion was di rected 
toward his dream and hope for  our  restorat ion.  

God wants to be your  Br idge today and al l  
you have to do is ask h im. Tel l  h im about the 
th ings you have done that  you know he would 
not  l i ke.  Ask him to forg ive you. Declare to h im 
that  you bel ieve and that  he is Lord of  your  l i fe .  
W hen you do that  he wi l l  take you by the hand 



 94 

and begin a journey of  restorat ion wi th you.  

The journey you begin wi th Jesus is the God 
W alk – a journey of  fa i th.  Your restorat ion and 
renewal  begins the moment you ask him to 
become your  br idge and cont inues as long as 
you walk wi th h im. 

Many people who have been in the same 
ci rcumstances that  you face have placed thei r  
conf idence in the br idge,  Jesus the Chr ist  by 
s imply reci t ing what i s commonly cal led the 
s inners prayer .  I f  you would l i ke to begin 
t rust ing Jesus to be the br idge to take you f rom 
despai r  to hope, heal ing and fu l f i l led dreams I  
invi te you to pray th is prayer  now: 

“Lord Jesus,  I  am a sinner .  I  have done 
th ings that  I  am embarrassed and ashamed of .  I 
confess that  to you and ask that  you forgive me 
and make me clean. Take away my sin.  I  want 
to be born again;  born to l i ve and not  to d ie,  
born of  your  spi r i t .  

“ I f  you receive me I  commi t  to you that  I  wi l l  
fo l low you and t rust  you as you guide me 
through my l i fe .  In Jesus Name, amen.   

I f  you pray th is prayer  wi th s incer i ty a 
mi racle wi l l  take place in your  hear t  and you 
wi l l  be forever  changed. Do i t  now!  
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Examining the Bridge Story 

 

AT  THE EDGE OF THE CLIFF:  W e come to the 
end of  our  abi l i t ies and our  dreams are st i l l  
out  of  reach. 

 

OUR DREAMS:  W hat i s i t  that  you dreamed of  
having when you were younger? Home, good 
fami ly,  good car ,  good job,  etc.  

 

THE GULF:  Things that  prevent us f rom 
reaching our  dreams; drugs and alcohol ,  
legal  i ssues,  bad re lat ionships,  lack of  
educat ion,  etc.  

 

THE BRIDGE:  Al l  we need is a br idge to get  us 
f rom the point  of  our  l imi tat ion to our  
dreams. JESUS CHRIST  i s  that  br idge.  

 

Chr ist  has come to “Heal  your  Hurts,  Renew 
your  Hope, and Ful f i l l  your  Dreams.”  

 

TELL THE STORY OF THE BRIDGE AS YOU 
DRAW IT :  
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 Chapter 10 
 

Farms, Farming 

and Farmers  
 

Farms provide the wor lds’  food supply.  A 
farmer wi l l  p low a f ie ld,  p lant  i t ,  cul t i vate i t  and 
harvest  the crop.  W e are going to employ the 
same process.  The only d i f ference is we are 
cul t i vat ing for  a harvest  of  souls.   

 

W e wi l l  “sow” Gods’  love into our  community 
and the harvest  we reap wi l l  be men, women 
and chi ldren who give thei r  hear ts to Jesus.  

 

Some years ago I  bought a home in a new 
sub-div is ion.  There were going to be about 
5000 homes bui l t  in  the area and we bought our  
home ear ly in the development.  W e had not  
been l i v ing in our  new home very long before a 
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real  estate agent came by to v is i t .  He wanted to 
let  us know what our  home was now worth and 
f ind out  i f  we knew anyone who was interested 
in l i v ing in the area.  He also to ld us that  he 
would be coming by to v is i t  every once in a 
whi le to let  us know what the real  estate market  
was doing in our  area and he asked i f  that  
would be al r ight .  W e said sure.  W e would be 
glad to f ind out  how the values were hold ing up 
in our  neighborhood. 

At  f i rst  I  wondered what he hoped to achieve 
by v is i t ing wi th people who had just  bought a 
home. But he knew something I  d idn’ t  know. He 
knew that  the average stay in a new home in 
our  area was about two years.  Some people 
stayed much longer,  others stayed only months 
before they had a job change or  a t ransfer  out  
of  the area and had to move. 

This wise real  estate agent wanted to be 
remembered when people were ready to make a 
decis ion to move. He knew that  there were 
l i tera l l y hundreds of  agents in the yel low pages. 
The chances of  being the real  estate agent 
p icked out  of  hundreds l i s ted were very smal l  
so he knew he had to establ ish an advantage 
for  h imsel f .   
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W e l ived in that  neighborhood for  just  over  
two years before we moved. W hi le we l i ved  

there we began to see for  sale s igns wi th h is 
name on them on almost every street .  W hen i t  
came t ime for  us to sel l ,  guess who we cal led? 

Later  I  was reading a real  estate sales book 
and i t  ta lked about a method of  prospect ing 
used by many successful  agents.  That method 
was cal led farming.  I t  was the method that  th is 
agent was using and i t  worked for  h im. 

Oh, yes,  I  forgot  a very important factor. The 
agents name was Boon Oolagong ( I  hope that  
spel l ing is correct) .  He was an Asian immigrant  
who didn’ t  speak Engl ish very clearly. Even with 
what some would cal l  d isadvantages th is man 
became very successful  in  a very compet i t i ve 
f ie ld.  He was successful  because he was wi l l ing 
to put  into pract ice a system that  had been 
proven successful  by other  agents.  

The reason I  have put  th is story in at  th is 
point  i s  to g ive the background for  the method 
of  evangel ism that  I  have come to cal l  farming.  
The same pr incip les are employed as are put  
into pract ice by real  estate agents and, 
surpr ise,  they work for  ministry as wel l  as for  
secular  purposes.   
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This sect ion of  the evangel ism tra in ing wi l l  
focus on the farming process.  Most of  us have 
done occasional  outreaches into our  community 
wi th f l yers or  door-hangers.  Usual ly we wi l l  be 
p lanning a specia l  Sunday or  another event that 
we want to invi te the communi ty to par t i c ipate 
in.  W e wi l l  make a t r ip through the neighbor ing 
distr ibut ing thousands of  f l yers.  Somet imes 
we’ l l  even go to the parking lot  of  a large 
shopping area and put  f l yers on windshie lds of  
cars.  

Somet imes people have grown t i red of  
passing out  f l yers wi th l i t t le  resul t .  I  have heard 
of  people passing out  as many as 10,000 f l yers 
and not  get t ing one person to at tend. Usual ly 
there wi l l  be one or  two people for  every 1000 
f l yers handed out  that  wi l l  a t tend an event,  and 
perhaps that  i s worth the ef for t .  W hen we ta lk 
about communi ty outreach that  i s what most of  
us th ink about.  Farming is very d i f ferent .  

The f i rst  farming ef for t  I  was involved in  
was in Sacramento Cal i forn ia.  I  had just  moved 
back to my home town and was praying about 
what God would have me do in ministry.  There 
was a per iod of  t ime that  I  had no speci f i c  
d i rect ion but  I  just  fe l t  impressed to do what I  
knew to do.  I  enjoyed knocking on doors and I  
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l i ked to wr i te so I  combined the two into a 
farming ministry.  

Ever  s ince my exper ience wi th Boon 
Oolagong I  had wanted to use the same method 
to evangel ize.  My theory was that  i f  th is 
process worked wi th just  the in i t ia t i ve of  man, 
how successful  would i t  be wi th the power of  
the Holy Spi r i t  to br ing people into the k ingdom 
of  God,  

 

This seemed to be the t ime to put  my theory 
into pract ice.  I  p icked out  an apartment complex 
that  had over  175 uni ts.  I  could te l l  by the 
parking lot  that  the people who l i ved there were 
very needy and thought that  th is would be a 
good place to star t .  

 

Every week I  would knock on every door  in 
that  complex.  Each day I  would spend f rom one 
to two hours knocking doors and vis i t ing wi th 
people.  I  would wr i te an inspi rat ional  pamphlet  
to hand out  each week as I  went f rom door to 
door .  

My approach was qui te s imple and non-
threatening.  W hen someone came to the door  I  
would say,  “Hi ,  I ’m Paul  and I ’m a Chr ist ian.  I ’m 
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just  out  meet ing people and making f r iends. Are 
you a Chr ist ian?”  I t  was just  that  s imple.  I  
wasn’ t  invi t ing people to go somewhere or  do 
something,  I  was just  get t ing acquainted.   

 

I  carr ied 3x5 cards wi th me and made notes 
on each person I  ta lked to.  This real ly helped 
when I  would come back through the next  week. 
People seemed pleased that  I  remembered their 
name and the th ings we ta lked about.  W hen I  
prayed wi th people about thei r  needs I  wrote 
down what we prayed about and asked how 
th ings were going in that  area.  I t  wasn’ t  long 
before I  had more than twenty 3x5 cards wi th 
informat ion about d i f ferent  people.  

 

Af ter  a few weeks there were people 
interested in having Bib le studies wi th us so I  
asked the manager i f  they had a p lace where a 
smal l  group could gather  to study the Bib le and 
pray.  He didn’ t  have a room, but  he did have a 
vacant apar tment that  he could let  us use any 
t ime we wanted.  I t  wasn’ t  long unt i l  we were 
using that  apar tment a lmost every day.  

W e star ted having a chi ldren’s meet ing on 
Thursday af ternoon. That led to having a youth 



 102 

meet ing on Fr iday Evening.  I t  wasn’ t  long unt i l  
we had a puppet show on Saturday morning with 
40 chi ldren there.  

Af ter  a few months we did an inventory on 
al l  the people we were working wi th in that  one 
complex.  W hen we counted there were 113 
people that  we were di rect ly working wi th.  W e 
had bapt ized 14 in the swimming pool  and we 
were having Sunday Morning service in the 
lanai  area.  W e discovered that  farming works.  
W e have become convinced that  anyone who 
wi l l  make the commi tment to develop a farm and 
stay wi th i t  wi l l  see people added to the 
k ingdom of  God. 

The fo l lowing is an in-depth explanat ion of  
the mechanics of  the farming process and what 
can be expected.    
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Chapter 11 
 

The Farming 
Process  

 

 

 In Chapter  10 we ta lked about the concept 
of  farming.  In th is chapter  we are going to get  
into the pract ical  appl icat ion of  the farming 
process.  

 

 

First  we p ick out  an area to  farm.   

 Most farm workers wi l l  f ind that  the best  
p lace to star t  thei r  farm is near  thei r  home. I t  
may be the street  where they l i ve,  the 
apar tment where they l i ve,  or  another place that 
i s nearby.  

 The size of  your  farm wi l l  be determined by 
how much t ime you can invest .  The temptat ion 
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i s  to t ry and farm an area that  i s to large to 
work wi th the amount of  t ime you have to g ive.  
W e usual ly ask people to commi t  to two hours 
per  week in i t ia l l y .  

 W i th a two hour  per  week commi tment you 
can usual ly work a farm of  about 50 to 75 
residences.  

  W hen a church is making a commi tment to 
reach thei r  communi ty they may look for an area 
that  i s near  a park or  another  area that  has a 
p lace for  communi ty events.  W e wi l l  ta lk about 
these events a l i t t le  later .     

 

Working the Farm 

 The farmer should have the goal  of  
contact ing everyone on his farm each month.  
That means about 15-20 doors wi l l  be knocked 
on each week. The f i rst  few weeks th is wi l l  take 
about an hour  to complete because there wi l l  
not  be many fo l low-up cal ls.  Each week though, 
you wi l l  add one or  two prospects to your  card 
f i le .  

 Another  goal  you wi l l  have is to make a 3x5 
card on every residence on your  farm. I t  wi l l  
probably take several  months to complete th is 
task because only about one hal f  of  the people 
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wi l l  be home at  any given t ime and some people 
are pract ical l y never  home. 

 You may f ind that  there wi l l  be some people 
on your  farm who do not  want to be bothered.  
This does not  happen of ten,  but  i t  does happen. 
W hen i t  does,  s imply make that  note on thei r  
card.  Do not  stop at  thei r  door  again unless 
something happens to change thei r  at t i tude.   

 As you work the farm each week you wi l l  f ind 
that  about 20-30% wi l l  become prospects.  
These fo lks should be contacted every week. 
Thei r  card is put  behind the date for  next  weeks 
vis i t  wi th remarks about the v is i t .  

 Each week you wi l l  g ive your  prospects the 
current  inspi rat ional  pamphlet  and touch base 
on the th ings that  are ment ioned on thei r  card.  
Each contact  wi l l  be at  var ious stages of  
development.  Some wi l l  keep you at  the door  
and be f r iendly whi le others wi l l  want you to 
come in and have a cold dr ink or  cup of  cof fee.  

 As you become fr iends wi th your  prospects 
do not  forget  the purpose for  v is i t ing them. W e 
must become thei r  f r iend,  but  we must become 
more than f r iends.  W e wi l l  be thei r  spi r i tual  
conf idant .  Our goal  i s  to win them to Chr ist  and 
discip le them. 
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 Prospects developed f rom monthly contact  
wi l l  be contacted each week. You wi l l  g ive them 
a current  Dai ly W alk (DW ), or  other  
inspi rat ional  handout on th is cal l .  As you 
develop re lat ionship wi th them you’ l l  f ind out  
thei r  prayer  needs and when appropriate we wi l l  
o f fer  to pray for  the needs.  W hen i t  i s  possib le 
for  us to do something about the need, we wi l l  
and we’ l l  fo l low-up on them.  

  

 I f  the prospect  i s not  home, leave DW  and 
t ry to contact  by phone later .  

 

 

Quarterly,  or semi-annual ly there should be 
an event  sponsored by the minist ry for the 
benef i t  o f  a l l  the residents in the farm area.   

 

Some events that  have been successful  in  
the past  are:  

•  A p icnic or  some kind of  food event 

•  A neighborhood carnival  for  the k ids.  

•  A specia l  occasion event l i ke at  
Hal loween, Thanksgiv ing or  Christmas. 
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W e have seen events in the park be very 
successful  in  reaching neighborhoods.  One 
event that  has been par t icular ly ef fect ive is a 
neighborhood fest ival  that  includes hot  dogs,  
soda pop and games for  the k ids.  W e have had 
as many as 500 people show up f rom the 
neighborhood at  these events.  

A neighborhood picnic is usual ly coupled 
wi th a carnival  for  the k ids.  W e have discovered 
that  a carnival  consist ing of  b low-up jumpers 
and carnival  type games wi th smal l  pr izes is 
very inexpensive and real ly works wel l .   

W hen these events are put  on in a 
communi ty we usual ly have new people at tend 
f rom the neighborhood at tend services.  

Gi f t  g ive-a-way events at  Chr istmas are a 
par t i cular ly good event.  Our f i rst  Chr istmas 
event was held in a school  audi tor ium and we 
had invi ted people f rom three nearby apartment 
complexes to at tend. W e had about 400 people 
show up and each person, chi ldren and adul ts,  
got  a g i f t ,  refreshments,  enter ta inment and a 
presentat ion of  the gospel .   
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On Saturday,  or at  another speci f ied t ime, all 
the farm teams in the area ei ther do a 
neighborhood c lean-up pro ject  or a c lean-up 
at  the park.  In fact ,  neighbors can be invi ted 
to  jo in in the “park patro l ”  to  keep the park 
c lean and to fo l low up wi th a ref reshment  
and fe l lowship t ime. 

 

Some of  the needs we wi l l  be looking for 
when vis i t ing wi th people on the farm: 

•  Food and cloth ing – I f  you don’ t  
current ly have food and cloth ing 
avai lable through the church you 
can help connect  people to 
programs that  wi l l  provide food and 
clothes;  eventual ly you can develop 
the sources for  get t ing these th ings 
so you can of fer  them through the 
church.  

•  Maintenance for  thei r  house or  
apar tment -  somet imes, par t i cular  i f  
i t  i s  a s ingle parent ,  there are l i t t le  
th ings that  they can’ t  do,  but  you 
wi l l  probably have someone in your  
ministry that  can do them. 
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•  Mowing thei r  lawn or  help ing to 
weed thei r  f lower beds.  

 

•  Prayer  for  thei r  needs 

 

•  Bib le study for  those who are ready 
and desi re to study wi th us.  

 

Our focus is  not  on “get t ing convers ion,”  or 
get t ing people to  at tend church.  Our focus is 
being good neighbors in our community and 
of fering a view of  the love of  God that  they 
may not  have seen before.  

•  W e are not  to judge another persons 
re l ig ion or  lack of  re l ig ion.  

 

•  W e are not  to d iscuss doctr ine or  
church issues.  

 

•  I f  someone is interested in who we 
are expla in to them in br ief  terms 
and just  extend an of fer  of  
f r iendship.  
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•  I f  a person is genuinely interested 
in ta lk ing about the Lord and/or  
coming to church ta lk to them as far  
as you are comfor table ta lk ing to 
them. I f  you feel  the need for  
someone who can share the 
scr iptures bet ter  than you then just  
te l l  the person that  you have a 
f r iend that  can expla in th ings bet ter  
than you and ask i f  i t  would be 
al r ight  to br ing them by.  

 

 

Once a person is  ready for a Profession of  
Fai th:  

•  Tel l  the br idge story 

 

•  Lead them through the Star t ing Point  
and The Next Step 

 

After the Profession of  Fai th:  

 

•  The next  day:  review The Next Step 
wi th them and leave another  devotional  
pamphlet  wi th them. 
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•  The th i rd day:  Cal l  them on phone and 
assign them to a prayer  par tner  

 

•  The four th day:  Prayer  par tner  cal ls 
and introduces themselves 

 

The First  Sunday:  

•  Make arrangements to p ick them up, or  
at  least  on Saturday,  conf i rm they wi l l  
a t tend 

 

•  Meet them when they arr ive and si t  
wi th them 

 

•  Be sure they meet at  least  one other  
person who wi l l  help d iscip le them 

 

•  Be sure they meet the pastor  or  
another  church leader 
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Chapter 12 
 

Farming – The 
Next Step 

 

Establ ishing a farm: 

One of  the object ives of  a farm is to 
establ ish a home for  smal l  groups of  neighbors 
to meet.  I f  the farmer is farming his own 
neighborhood then his house would be a good 
choice for  meet ings.  I f  there is not  a home of  a 
church member that  i s  avai lable in the 
neighborhood look for  a home among the 
prospects or  new bel ievers that  you wi l l  be 
working wi th on the farm. Be carefu l  not  to 
move to fast  in  approaching someone about 
using thei r  home for  a meet ing place.  I f  you ask 
a new contact  about using thei r  home they may 
feel  that  you are too aggressive and back out of 
the re lat ionship.   
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The group that  meets on a farm wi l l  have a 
t ime of  prayer  and worship and a shor t  lesson 
f rom the Bib le.  Fel lowship and refreshments is 
good to enhance the since of  communi ty among 
those who at tend. 

Promot ing prayer  and fa i th in God to change 
ci rcumstances is very important ,  par t i cular ly 
among new bel ievers.  W e encourage the 
farmers to prayer  walk h is farm on a regular  
basis and let  the people on the farm know that  
he is praying for  them. As the smal l  group 
develops prayer  par tners wi l l  be establ ished 
and group prayer  walks can take place.  W e 
have seen groups of  2 to 5 people prayer  
walk ing be ef fect ive.  

A farm is considered to be establ ished when 
there is a home for  meet ings,  the area is being 
prayer  walked and a smal l  group has actual ly 
been establ ished.  

 

To T rain A farmer:  

 A sign of  a heal thy farm is that  i t  i s  
producing new farmers and farms. A farm that is 
being ef fect ively worked wi l l  produce a t ra ined 
farmer in 6 to 12 months.   
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 The qual i f i cat ions for  being t ra ined as a 
farmer is s imply that  they are born again,  are 
growing in spi r i tual  matters and have a desi re 
to minister  as a farmer.  

The prospect ive farmer must be t ra ined in 
prayer .  The farmer wi l l  a t tend intercessory 
prayer  meet ings and wi l l  establ ish regular t imes 
of  prayer  in h is personal  l i fe .  They wi l l  a t tend 
prayer  team classes and learn how to pray wi th 
people about thei r  needs.  

Being able to ef fect ively evangel ize is v i ta l  
to being a farmer.  The pr imary object ive of  
farming is to present Jesus Chr ist  to people 
who are ready to make a commi tment to Him. 
The farmer wi l l  be taught the Farm Evangel ism 
method of  reaching his neighborhood. 

The farmer wi l l  be t ra ined in how to prepare 
and teach a Bib le study for  smal l  groups.  A 
person does not  have to know al l  there is to 
know on a subject  to teach about i t  in  a home 
study set t ing.  The farmer wi l l ,  a t  least  in i t ia l l y ,  
or  unt i l  the farmer is comfor table wi th teaching, 
teach f rom a format provided by the church.  

The farmer must be able to commi t at least 3 
hours per  week to working the farm. One hour 
group meet ing wi th the other  farmers for  
t ra in ing and shar ing the farm ministry.  One to 
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two hours a week to work the farm. As contacts 
are made and prospects are developed more 
t ime wi l l  be requi red.  

 

Things We Can Do As a Farm Team:  

•  Help by referr ing people wi th needs to the 
appropr iate socia l  services 

•  Care for  the s ick 

•  Vis i t  the shut in and bereaved 

•  Help wi th parent ing 

•  Provide occasional  chi ld care 

•  Home care products:  Put  together  packages 
of  donated i tems for  home care.  

•  Personal  Hygiene products; soap, deodorant, 
shampoo, women's personal  i tems, d iapers,  
etc.  

 

Farming By Department :  

•  Sunday School  and "Story Hour"  uni te.  
Maybe star t  a "Kingdom Kids Klub" in each 
farm area.  

•  Youth:  Send the teens of  New Hope over  to 
Pinewood to work the k ids there. . .  get  them 
interested 
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•  Youth can help wi th Story Hour and Kids 
Klub 

 

•  W omen's ministr ies-  reaching out  to the 
women of  the farms 

 

•  Men's ministr ies-  reaching out  to the men of  
the farms 

 

 

 

Typical  Week at  a Farm:  

•  Regular  weekly contact  wi th a l l  residents of  
farm area;  leave DW , inqui re about needs,  
pray i f  appropr iate.  

 

•  Indiv idual  Home Bible Studies; 2-3 should be 
ongoing 

 

•  Smal l  Group- one for  each 3 farms or  10 
fami l ies 

 

•  Chi ldren-  Kids Klub 
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•  Youth-  READY meet ing 

 

•  W omen- meet ing for  prayer  and the word;  
reaching out  to women of  the neighborhood 

 

•  Men- meet for  prayer  and the word;  reaching 
out  to men of  the neighborhood 

 

•  Pick-Up for  NHM church services 

 

•  Also:  a monthly gather ing event and a 
quar ter ly major  event 
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Chapter 13 

 

The Power Of 

Spiritual 
Multiplication  

 

W e wi l l  look at  he ef fect  of  an evangel ism 
program that  accepts the endowment of  the 
power of  the Holy Spi r i t ,  and accepts the 
chal lenge of  Chr ist  to “Go unto the wor ld”  wi th 
a strategic p lan.  

 

The cornerstone of  our  evangel ism plan is 
Project  100 -  Farming for  a harvest .  This 
program simply consists of  an evangel ism team 
farming an area of  at  least  100 residences.  
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Project  100 wi l l  be ef fect ive in apar tment 
complexes as wel l  as s ingle fami ly residences,  
but  works best  i f  i t  i s  done in one or  the other  
because the strategies are a l i t t le  d i f ferent  for  
each. 

 

The goal  i s  for  each farm  to produce a harvest  
of  5% of  the residents each year .  Each 100 
residents should produce 5 fami l ies that  
become involved in a smal l  group, and about 
one hal f  of  those wi l l  become involved in a local  
church.  

 

 

We will f irst use the scenario of 
apartments: 
 

1.  One evangel ism team of  two 
chooses 100 (more or  less)  
apar tments to farm 

 

2.  Every apar tment i s contacted at  least 
once a month.  In the f i rst  month 
20% of  the fami l ies wi l l  show an 
interest .  
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3.  The interested fami l ies are cal led 
upon each week wi th an 
inspi rat ional  pamphlet .  

 

4.  Of the 20 (20%) given pamphlets 
each week, about 10% (or  2)  wi l l  
want a study to answer thei r  
quest ions.  That study should 
become a weekly one-on-one study.  

 

5.  Of the 2 who have weekly studies,  
about 50% of  those wi l l  make a 
prayer  of  commi tment and jo in a 
smal l  group which they wi l l  a t tend 
50% of  the t ime. 

 

6.  About 5% of  the apar tments wi l l  
change residents each month so 
ef fect ively the � farmers�  wi l l  have 
5 new prospects each month, as wel l  
as those in the 80% who were not  
interested ear l ier .  

 

7.  W i th in s ix months of  the farm being 
establ ished there should be at  least  
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5 fami l ies who have made a prayer  
of  commi tment and are in a smal l  
group, as wel l  as indiv idual  studies.  
Approximately three fami l ies should 
have become act ive in the 
congregat ional  ministry.  

 

8.  Each farm should produce a new 
farmer (evangel ism team) every 
year .  

 

Multiplication: 
 

Star t ing wi th one farm of  up to 100 residences 
we can expect  the fo l lowing resul ts.  

 

First  6 months:  

One farm team; one farm; one smal l  group 
star ted;  3 professions and 10 new people in 
congregat ion.  

 

In One Year:  

Two farm teams; two farms; three smal l  groups;  
6 new professions;  15 new people in the 
congregat ion.  
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From this point :  

Each year  the program should double.  The 
number of  farms and teams wi l l  double.  The 
smal l  groups wi l l  double and the new 
professions wi l l  double,  as wel l  as the new 
people in the congregat ion.  

 

In F ive years:  

In the f i f th year  there should be about 32 farms; 
46 smal l  groups;  96 professions ( in that  year) ;  
240 new people in the congregat ion and a tota l  
of  475 new people in the congregat ion.   

 

These numbers do not  take into account 
at t r i t ion,  nei ther  does i t  take into account that  
every fami ly that  comes into the congregat ion 
wi l l  br ing wi th them at  least  10 referra ls which 
wi l l  go into the referra l  fo l low-up program. 

The potent ia l  for  reaching your  communi ty 
for  Chr ist  i s  t remendous as you consistent ly 
apply the pr incip les you have learned in these 
lessons.  
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ToolsToolsToolsTools    

Materials Available For Your 
Evangelism and Farming Program  

W e have developed too ls  to  he lp those would 
des i re  to  implement  th is  method of  evangel ism.  
Below is  a  l is t  o f  a l l  the too ls  ment ioned in  th is  
book and they are avai lab le  to  you.  
 

Relat ionship Evangel ism – The Farming Method 
 

The Star t ing Point  
 

The Next  Step 
 

How To Read The Bib le  
 

Dai ly W alk 
 

W eekly Handouts  
 

You can get  Informat ion for  purchasing these 
mater ia ls at :  
New Hope Ministry Resources 
911 W  Brower St  – Spr ingf ie ld,  Mo 65802 
 

Telephone: (417)  863-1299 (417)  693-4460 
 
Emai l :  paul@newhopeministryrecources.org  
W eb: www.newhopeministryresources.org  

mailto:paul@newhopeministryrecources.org
http://www.newhopeministryresources.org/

