
EVANGELISM:  

A Call To Service 
 

When sp i r i tua l  l eader s  beg in  to  ca l l  people  in to  

the  se rv ice  of  evange l i sm many  in  the congregat ion 

s tar t  t r y ing  to  make themse lves  very  smal l  so  no one 

wi l l  not ice  them.  Jus t  the  thought  of  hav ing  to 

memor i ze  a l l  o f  those  s c r ip tures  and then remember  

the  proper  order  of  presentat ion scares  mos t  of  u s  to  

death .  

Many  of  us  have  come to  the  conc lus ion that  

we  h ire  pas tors  and as soc ia te s  to  do that  k ind of  

work .  Have  you  ever  fe l t  that  way ?  

One  of  the  reasons  so  many  of  us  have  such a 

fear  of  evange l i sm is  that  we  do not  under s tand what  

evange l i sm is  a l l  about .  The f i r s t  s ect ion of  these  

le s sons  answer s  the  ques t ion ,  “What  i s  evange l i sm?”   

 

 

THE WORK OF EVANGELISM 
The Apos t le  Pau l  had a  d i s c ip le  by  the  name of  

T imothy .  He  commis s ioned Timothy  as  the  b i shop of  

the  church a t  Ephesus .  Pau l  wrote  two le t te r s  to  

T imothy  dur ing h is  tenure as  b i shop of  Ephesus .  

These  le t te rs  contain  some very  va luable  teaching  

concerning the  church and the  Gospe l  o f  Chr i s t .  



Let’s  take a look at  a  passage in 2 Timothy:  

 

2  T imothy  2 :1 -3  –  You then,  my son,  be  s trong 

in  the  g race  that  i s  in  Chr i s t   

J e sus .  And the  th ings  you  have  heard   

me  say  in  the  presence  of  many   

wi tnes se s  entrus t  to  re l iab le  men who  

wi l l  a l so  be  qua l i f ied  to  teach other s .   

Endure  hard ship  wi th  us  l ike  a  good  

so ld ie r  o f  Chr i s t  J e sus .  

 

Contained in this passage:  

v. 1 -   “Be Strong in the grace that is 

in Christ Jesus.”  

 Be s trong because  the task is  great .  Joshua was  

told when he was  being cal led to lead Israe l ,  “Be 

s trong and courageous ,  because  you wil l  lead these  

people  to inher it  the land I  swore to their  forefa thers  

to g ive  them” ( Joshua 1:6) .  Timothy was  being  

commiss ioned to  a  task equal  to that  of  Joshua .  He  

was  being instructed to lead the bel ievers  of  Ephesus  

into the promised land of  abundant l i fe  and minis try .  

 Be s trong because  the devi l  takes  advantage  of  

every  weakness .  This  admonit ion to  be s trong is  

directed not  only  to  the leaders  in the church but  a lso 

to a l l  who would fo l low c lose ly  the ways  o f  the Lord.  

The Apost le  Paul  wrote ,  “When I  would  do good,  ev i l  



i s  present  with me” (Romans chapter  7) .  We are 

constant ly  assaulted  by the ev i l  that  would defeat  us .  

We must  be  s trong and exerc ised in fa i th  to s tay  ahead 

of  him.  

 Be s trong because  others  need to see  our  

s trength.  Other  bel ievers  are  watching to see  how we 

wil l  respond to the cal l  to evangel ize .  I f  they see  that  

we are  not  moved to serve  they wi l l  fee l  jus t i f ied in 

hold ing back .  One of  the prophets  wrote  of  a  t ime 

when God was  looking for  s omeone to lead the people  

in r ighteousness .  He wrote  i t  this  way,  “ I  looked for  a  

man who would s tand in the gap and make up the 

hedge and I  found none.”  Could that  be  God’s  cry  

concerning this  generat ion and his  ca l l  to evangel ism?  

 

v. 2 -  “And the things you have heard 

me say.. . entrust to reliable men.”  
 Commit  the  message  of  sa lva t ion to  people  who  

wi l l  car r y  the  message  to  those  who need to  hear  i t .  

Not  everyone  wi l l  va lue the  message  of  hope 

conta ined in  the  gospe l .  There fore ,  we  must 

d i l i gent ly  s earc h for  people  who wi l l  r e spond to  the  

ca l l  and become carr ie r s  o f  th i s  message  of  hope .  

 Conta ined in  th i s  command i s  not  only  the  

re spons ib i l i t y  o f  choos ing  people  who  wi l l  t r easure  

the  gospe l ,  but  i t  a l so  inc ludes  t ra in ing  them in  the 

gospe l .  The  reason w e  are  s tudy ing  evange l i sm i s  that  

we  want  to  be  ab le  to  f i r s t  unders tand the  gospe l  and 

what  i t  means  to  us ,  then we  want to  be  ab le  to 



expla in  i t  to  other s .  

 The  command i s  c lear .  F i r s t ,  l earn  we l l  the  

message  of  the  gospe l .  Then,  f ind  others  who wi l l  be  

fa i thfu l  to  the  gospe l  and t ra in  them.  

 Somet imes  we  fee l  inadequate  to  be  carr ie r s  o f  

the  message .  We may  fee l  l ike  God’ s  Di r ty  Dozen.  We 

are  the chosen of  God f rom the p i le  o f  soc ie ty ’ s  

d i s cards .  God has  chosen us  to do the  work of  

evange l i sm.  Whatever  o ur  p lace  in  the  soc io -economic  

s t ruc ture  of  soc ie ty  –  we  are  commiss ioned as  carr ie rs  

o f  the  message .  

 Those  who have  been involved  in  addic t ion 

recovery  and have  prac t iced  the  12  Steps  have  an 

unders tanding  of  the  va lue  of  evangel i sm.  S tep  12 ,  

the  f ina l  s tep  in  the  proces s  i s  a s  fo l lows ;  Having  had 

a  sp i r i tua l  awaken ing  a s  th e  r e su l t  o f  th e se  s t ep s ,  we  t r i ed  

t o  ca r r y  th i s  me s sage  t o  o the r s ,  and  t o  p rac t i c e  th e s e  

p r i nc i p l e s  i n  a l l  ou r  a f fa i r s .  

 “We t r ied  to  carry  th i s  message  to  other s .”  A 

par t  o f  our  own h ea l ing  proces s  i s  tak ing  the  hea l ing  

message  to  other  hur t ing  people .  A l l  o f  u s  are  in  the 

proces s  o f  be ing  re s tored  f rom s in  and i t ’ s  e f fec t s  in 

our  l i ves .  Our  res tora t ion process  requ ire s  that  we 

g ive  wi tnes s  to  the  work  the  Gospe l  has  accompl i shed 

in  our  l i ves .  

 When we  g ive  a  wi tnes s  to  the  power  of  God to  

de l iver  us  f rom s in  two th ings  are  accompl i shed .  

F i r s t ,  there  i s  great  power  re leased  into  our  l i ve s .  

Second,  the  power  of  the  gospe l  i s  re leased  into  the 

l i fe  o f  the  one  to  whom we  have  been wi tnes s i ng .   



 There  i s  a  per son in h i s tory  who reminds  of  the 

reason we should  te l l  people  about  Je sus .  Do you 

remember  the  s tory  of  Aaron Burr ?  One  of  the  mos t  

renowned t ra i tors  in  Amer ican  His tory .  Years  be fore  

h i s  in famous  a l l i ance  wi th  the  Br i t i sh  he  was  

a t tending  Pr ince ton Univers i t y .  There  was  a  g reat  

r ev iva l  and he  was  moved to  be conver ted .  He took 

counse l  wi th  a  f r iend.  The f r iend adv i sed ,  “Wait  

unt i l  you have had t ime to  th ink i t  through c lear ly  

and then dec ide .”  There  i s  no record  that  Aaron Burr  

ever  cons idered  convers ion aga in .  

 

v. 3 -   “Endure hardship with us like a 
good soldier of Christ Jesus.”  
 Unders tand th i s ;  when you  accepted  the  ca l l  o f  

God to  sa lva t ion ,  you  a l so  accepted a  ca l l  to  war . . .  

Everyone  one  of  you  who have  proc la imed fa i th  in  

Chr i s t  has  been dra fted  into  the  war  of  the  ages .  

 This  war ,  l ike  a l l  war s ,  requ ire s  commitment 

and dedica t ion to  v ic tory .  When Pau l  ins t ruc ted 

Timothy ,  “Endure  hardnes s  a s  a  good so ld ie r ,”  he  was  

warning  h im that  there  would  be t imes  when i t  was  

not  easy  be ing  a  be l iever .  Anyone  who has  heard  the 

gospe l  and begun a wa lk  wi th  God has  exper ienced 

some tr ia l s  a long  the  way .   

 There  are  t imes  when we  ju s t  want  to  draw back  

into  the  comfor t  o f  Chr i s t ian  fe l lowship  and not  be  

concerned wi th  the wor ld .  I t ’ s  ju s t  too pa i nfu l  to  t r y  

to  in f luence  others .  Mos t  of  them don’t  have  a  c lue 

as  to  what  we  are  ta lk ing  about  anyway .  



 I t  i s  dur ing  those  t imes  that  we  must  learn  to 

endure  hardness .  We must  remember  that  our  ca l l  i s  

to  be ing  fa i thfu l  and that  God wi l l  g ive  us  the  power  

to  fu l f i l l  our  commiss ion as  we  are  fa i thfu l  to  the  

ca l l .   

  

WHAT IS EVANGELISM? 
 

  I t  i s  r ea l i z ing  we  have  a  message  wor th  

te l l ing  and te l l ing  i t .  An evange l  i s  one  who has  a  

message  to  te l l .  An evange l i s t  i s  someone  who te l l s  

the  message .  Evangel i sm i s  s imply  te l l ing  the message  

to  someone  who would  benef i t  f rom hear ing  i t .  

 The  va lue  of  communicat ing  the message  of  the 

gospe l  cannot be  overemphas i zed .  We cannot  take 

re spons ib i l i t y  for  the  way  other s  r espond to  the 

message ,  but  we  are  re spons ib le  to  see  that  they  hear  

the  message .  

 In  the  War  of  1812,  waged be tween Amer ica 

and Br i ta in ,  there  were  2070 Amer icans  k i l l ed  af t e r  

th e  p eac e  t r ea t y  had be en  s i gned .  The  reason?  Lack  o f  

c ommuni cat i on .  The t roops  had not  been informed 

that  the  war  was  over .  How many  have  los t  the i r  l i ves  

to  s in  because  no one  to ld  them they d idn’ t  have to  

d ie  that  way ?  

 The  Apos t le  Pau l  wr i te s ,  “We hold  th i s  t r easure  

in  ear then vesse l s ”  (2  Cor inthians  4 :7) .  The t reasure  

of  t ru th  and the  gospe l  o f  Chr i s t  have  been p laced  in 

our  sa fe  keeping .  We have  been entrus ted  wi th  th i s  



message  of  the  l i fe ,  death ,  bur ia l  and re sur rec t ion of  

J e sus  the  Chr i s t ,  the  Son of  God.  

 Because  we  have  come to  know the  gospe l  and 

i t s ’  e f fec t  on  us  we  “ t r y  to  per suade  men” (2 

Cor inthians  5 :11) .  We know what  i s  mis sed  when 

people  do not  l i ve  in  the  b le s s ing  of  the  gospe l ;  

there fore ,  we  tr y  to  per suade  men.  

 I t  i s  th i s  s ense  of  be ing  compel led  to  in f luence 

other s  that  has  served  to  propagate  the  gospe l .  Many 

people  do not  know that  the  f i r s t  book  pr inted  on a  

pr in t ing  pres s  was  the  Bib le ;  In  fact  the  pr int ing 

pres s  was  invented  for  the  purpose  of  pr int ing  Bib le s .   

 The  f i r s t  Bib le s  were  pr inted  in Amer ica  in 

1663.  John El iot ,  a  pas tor ,  pa id  to  have  150 Bib le s  

pr inted  in  the  language  of  the  Algonquin  Indian .  The 

purpose  of  these  Bib le s  was  to  evange l ize  the Indians  

and “per suade”  them of  the  good news  of  the  gospe l  

o f  Chr i s t .  

 The  “good news” i s  that  man can be 

Reconc i l ia t ion  wi th  God,  be  re s tored  to  the  person 

that  God intended man to  be  and be renewed in  our  

inner  man.  

 

 

You can easily get the complete digital copy of the book, 

“Relationship Evangelism – The Farming Method.” 
 

Simply go to: www.dailygodwalk.org and follow the 

instructions 

http://www.dailygodwalk.org/


 

Have  Your Evange l i sm and Outreach  

Quest ions  Answered in  the  Relat ionsh ip  

Evange l i sm Study Group  

 

You  can have  the ent i re  book,  Relat ionsh ip 
Evange l i sm -  The  Farming  Method .  I  am 

g iv ing  thi s  book f ree  to  a l l  those  who jo in  the 

Relat ionsh ip  Evange l i sm Study Group.  

The s tudy  group i s  a  f r ee  membership 

program that  has  onl ine meet ings  every  week .  

The meet ings  are  in webinar  format  wi th 

comments  and ques t ions  by  the par t ic ipants .  

Each week  we  wi l l  be  di scuss ing some 

aspect  o f  the  wi tness ing process  and 

answer ing ques t ions  about  how to  use  the  

too ls  we  discuss .  

I f  you  are  s er ious  about  growing  your  

minis try  through bui lding  re la t ionships  this  

group wi l l  be  a  b les s ing to  you.  

To ge t  more information on the  Re la t ionship 
Evangel i sm Study  Group go  to  (or  jus t  c l i ck  
on)  www.dai lygodwalk .org/RESG  

www.dailygodwalk.org/RESG

