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Who You Are As  
A Child Of God 

 

 

P e r h a p s  a m o n g  t h e  g r e a t e s t  d i s a p p o i n t - m e n t s  
t o  G o d  h a s  b e e n  o u r  l a c k  o f  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  w h o  
w e  a r e .  W e  v e r y  w e l l  k n o w  t h a t  w e  a r e  s i n n e r s .  
O u r  f a u l t s ,  f a i l u r e s  a n d  l i m i t a t i o n s  a r e  
g l a r i n g l y  b e f o r e  u s .  W e  h a v e  c o m e  t o  b e l i e v e  
w h a t  t h e  w o r l d  h a s  s a i d  w e  m u s t  b e .  O u r  
e n v i r o n m e n t ,  f a m i l y ,  s o c i o - e c o n o m i c  l e v e l ,  a n d  
p s y c h o l o g i s t s  h a v e  a l l  t o l d  u s  w h a t  w e  a r e  a n d  
w h a t  w e  a r e  t o  b e c o m e .  A l l  o f  t h i s  i s  b a s e d  u p o n  
t h e  l i m i t e d  k n o w l e d g e  a n d  r e a s o n  o f  m a n .  W h a t  
f o l l o w s  i s  a  g a t h e r i n g  o f  s c r i p t u r e  b a s e d  i d e a s  
o f  w h a t  a n d  w h o  w e  a r e  t o  G o d .  

 W e  h a v e  b e e n  h e l d  c a p t i v e  i n  a  b o x  t h a t  
d e f i n e s  w h o  w e  a r e  a s  a  p e r s o n  w i t h o u t  G o d ,  
a n d  t o o  o f t e n  w e  c a r r y  t h a t  d e f i n i t i o n  o v e r  i n t o  
o u r  l i f e  a s  a  C h r i s t i a n .  W e  f o r g e t  t h a t  w h e n  w e  
c o m e  t o  G o d  w e  a r e  “ b o r n  a g a i n ”  a n d  w e  b e c o m e  
“ n e w  c r e a t i o n s . ”  W e  a r e  n o  l o n g e r  h e l d  c a p t i v e  
b y  t h e  c i r c u m s t a n c e s  t h a t  h a v e  f o r m e d  u s  i n t o  
t h e  p e r s o n  w e  h a v e  b e e n ;  W h o  w e  a r e  i s  n o w  
d e f i n e d  b y  t h e  r e v e l a t i o n  o f  G o d ’ s  w i l l  t o  u s .  

 T h e s e  n e x t  f e w  p a g e s  c o n t a i n  m u c h  o f  
w h a t  G o d  h a s  r e v e a l e d  t o  u s  c o n c e r n i n g  w h o  w e  
a r e  i n  h i m  a s  a  n e w  c r e a t i o n .  T h r o u g h o u t  h i s  
w o r d  h e  i s  e n c o u r a g i n g  u s  t o  b e l i e v e  h i s  p l a n  i s  
t o  b l e s s  u s  a n d  n o t  t o  h a r m  u s  a n d  t o  g i v e  u s  a  
h o p e  f o r  t o m o r r o w  ( J e r e m i a h  2 9 : 1 1 ) .  

M a n y  f o l l o w e r s  o f  C h r i s t  l i v e  f a r  b e l o w  t h e i r  
p o s i t i o n  i n  C h r i s t  a n d  t h e y  a r e  n o t  a v a i l i n g  



t h e m s e l v e s  o f  t h e  b e n e f i t s  o f  f o l l o w i n g  h i m .  I t  
i s  t i m e  f o r  a l l  b e l i e v e r s  t o  w a k e  u p  t o  t h e  m a n y  
g i f t s  a n d  b e n e f i t s  G o d  o f f e r s  t h o s e  w h o  w i l l  
d a r e  t o  b e l i e v e  h i m .  

J e s u s  s a i d ,  “ T h e  S p i r i t  o f  t h e  L o r d  i s  o n  m e ,  
b e c a u s e  h e  h a s  a n o i n t e d  m e  t o  p r e a c h  g o o d  
n e w s  t o  t h e  p o o r .  H e  h a s  a n o i n t e d  m e  t o  
p r o c l a i m  f r e e d o m  f o r  t h e  p r i s o n e r s  a n d  
r e c o v e r y  o f  s i g h t  f o r  t h e  b l i n d ,  t o  r e l e a s e  t h e  
o p p r e s s e d ,  t o  p r o c l a i m  t h e  y e a r  o f  t h e  L o r d ’ s  
f a v o r ” ( L u k e  4 : 1 8 - 1 9 ) .   

A r e  y o u  p o o r ?  J e s u s  h a s  g o o d  n e w s  f o r  y o u .  
A r e  y o u  h e l d  i n  a  p r i s o n  o f  u n w a n t e d  a d d i c t i v e  
b e h a v i o r ?  J e s u s  h a s  g o o d  n e w s  f o r  y o u .  A r e  y o u  
s u f f e r i n g  f r o m  s o m e  p h y s i c a l  m a l a d y  l i k e  
b l i n d n e s s ,  o r  d e b i l i t a t i n g  d i s e a s e ?  J e s u s  h a s  
g o o d  n e w s  f o r  y o u .  A r e  y o u  o p p r e s s e d  b y  t h e  
c i r c u m s t a n c e s  o f  y o u r  l i f e ?  J e s u s  h a s  g o o d  n e w s  
f o r  y o u .  D o  y o u  f e e l  u n l o v e d  a n d  o u t  o f  f a v o r  
w i t h  G o d ?  J e s u s  h a s  g o o d  n e w s  f o r  y o u .  

I f  a n y  o f  t h e  c i r c u m s t a n c e s  g i v e n  a b o v e  a r e  
a f f e c t i n g  y o u r  l i f e  t h e n  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  p a g e s  
o f f e r  y o u  h o p e .   

I  e n c o u r a g e  y o u  t o  c a r e f u l l y  r e a d  e a c h  o f  t h e  
“ I  a m ”  c o n f e s s i o n s  i n  t h e  n e x t  f e w  p a g e s .  P r a y  
o v e r  t h e m  a n d  m e d i t a t e  u p o n  t h e m .  M e m o r i z e  
t h e m .   

 

T h e s e  S c r i p t u r e  b a s e d  c o n f e s s i o n s  w i l l  o p e n  
t o  y o u  a  n e w  a n d  d e e p e r  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  o f  w h o  
y o u  a r e  i n  C h r i s t .  W h e n  y o u  f u l l y  e m b r a c e  t h e m  
y o u  f i n d  y o u r  l i f e  f i l l e d  w i t h  r i g h t e o u s n e s s ,  j o y  
a n d  p e a c e  ( R o m a n s  1 4 : 1 7 ) .  

 

 

 



H a v i n g  r e c e i v e d  C h r i s t  i n  m y  h e a r t  a n d  l i f e  
t h r o u g h  F a i t h ,  r e p e n t a n c e  a n d  C o n f e s s i o n -  I  
a c k n o w l e d g e  w h o  I  a m  ( m y  i d e n t i t y ) :   

 

1 .  I  a m  H i s  m o s t  w o n d e r f u l  C r e a t i o n .   

❖  E p h e s i a n s  2 : 1 0  –  F o r  w e  a r e  G o d ’ s  
w o r k m a n s h i p ,  c r e a t e d  i n  C h r i s t  J e s u s  t o  d o  
g o o d  w o r k s ,  w h i c h  G o d  p r e p a r e d  i n  a d v a n c e  
f o r  u s  t o  d o .  

 

I  a m  G o d ’ s  c r e a t i o n ,  G o d  d o e s n ’ t  m a k e  
a n y  t r a s h ;  I  a m  m a d e  i n  h i s  i m a g e  f o r  h i s  
g l o r y  

 

❖  P s a l m  1 3 9 : 1 3 - 1 4  –  F o r  y o u  c r e a t e d  m y  
i n m o s t  b e i n g ;  y o u  k n i t  m e  t o g e t h e r  i n  m y  
m o t h e r ’ s  w o m b .  I  p r a i s e  y o u  b e c a u s e  I  a m  
f e a r f u l l y  a n d  w o n d e r f u l l y  m a d e .  

 

T h e  h a n d  o f  t h e  a l m i g h t y  h a s  c r e a t e d  m e  
a  u n i q u e  s p e c i m e n  o f  h i s  c r e a t i v e  l o v e  –  I  
w i l l  n o t  c e a s e  t o  p r a i s e  h i m  f o r  w h a t  h e  
h a s  d o n e .  

 

2 .  I  a m  i n  C h r i s t ,  a n d  C h r i s t  i s  i n  m e   

❖  J o h n  1 4 : 2 0  -  “ O n  t h a t  d a y  y o u  w i l l  r e a l i z e  
t h a t  I  a m  i n  m y  F a t h e r ,  a n d  y o u  a r e  i n  m e ,  
a n d  I  a m  i n  y o u . ”  

 

W e  h a v e  b e c o m e  o n e  w i t h  C h r i s t .  I f  I  c a n  
a c c e p t  i t ,  I  a m  C h r i s t  t o  t h o s e  i n  m y  
w o r l d .  

 



3 .  I  a m  a  C h i l d  o f  G o d .   

❖  J o h n  1 : 1 2  -  “ Y e t  t o  a l l  w h o  r e c e i v e d  h i m ,  
t o  t h o s e  w h o  b e l i e v e d  i n  h i s  n a m e ,  h e  
g a v e  t h e  r i g h t  t o  b e c o m e  c h i l d r e n  o f  
G o d . ”  

 

G o d  h a s  g i v e n  m e  t h e  r i g h t  t o  b e c o m e  
a n y t h i n g  t h a t  a  c h i l d  o f  d i v i n e  l i n e a g e  
c a n  b e c o m e .  

 

❖  1  J o h n  3 : 1  -  “ H o w  g r e a t  i s  t h e  l o v e  t h e  
F a t h e r  h a s  l a v i s h e d  o n  u s ,  t h a t  w e  s h o u l d  
b e  c a l l e d  c h i l d r e n  o f  G o d ! ”  

 

W e  a r e  b o t h  b o r n  a n d  a d o p t e d  b y  o u r  
F a t h e r ;  e v e r y  p r o m i s e  h e  h a s  g i v e n  a n d  i s  
r e c o r d e d  i n  h i s  w o r d ,  i s  o u r s .    

 

4 .  I  a m  a  l i v i n g  T e m p l e  o f  G o d .   

❖  1  C o r i n t h i a n s  3 : 1 6  -  “ D o n ’ t  y o u  k n o w  
t h a t  y o u  y o u r s e l v e s  a r e  G o d ’ s  t e m p l e  a n d  
t h a t  G o d ’ s  S p i r i t  l i v e s  i n  y o u ? ”  

 

R e l i g i o n s  a r o u n d  t h e  w o r l d  h a v e  b u i l t  
t e m p l e s  t o  h o u s e  t h e i r  g o d s  a n d  G o d  h a s  
c h o s e n  t o  t a k e  u p  r e s i d e n c e  o n  t h e  i n s i d e  
o f  h i s  p e o p l e ;  w e  a r e  n o t  o n l y  t h e  p e o p l e  
o f  G o d ,  w e  a r e  t h e  h o u s e  o f  G o d .  

 

❖  1  C o r i n t h i a n s  6 : 1 9  -  “ D o  y o u  n o t  k n o w  
t h a t  y o u r  b o d y  i s  a  t e m p l e  o f  t h e  H o l y  
S p i r i t ,  w h o  i s  i n  y o u ,  w h o m  y o u  h a v e  
r e c e i v e d  f o r m  G o d ?  Y o u  a r e  n o t  y o u r  
o w n . ”  



W e  m a d e  a  t r a d e .  W e  w e r e  l i v i n g  i n  a  
h o u s e  o f  d e c a y  w i t h  n o  e t e r n a l  h o p e ;  G o d  
c h o s e  t o  g i v e  u s  a  h o u s e  n o t  m a d e  b y  t h e  
w i l l  o f  m a n ,  o r  t h e  h a n d  o f  m a n ,  o n e  t h a t  
i s  e t e r n a l .  A s  t h e  t e m p l e  o f  G o d  w e  a r e  
b l e s s e d  w i t h  e t e r n a l  l i f e .  

 

5 .  I  a m  a  P a r t a k e r  o f  H i s  D i v i n e  N a t u r e .   

❖  2  P e t e r  1 : 4  -  “ T h r o u g h  t h e s e  h e  h a s  g i v e n  
u s  h i s  v e r y  g r e a t  a n d  p r e c i o u s  p r o m i s e s ,  
s o  t h a t  t h r o u g h  t h e m  y o u  m a y  p a r t i c i p a t e  
i n  t h e  d i v i n e  n a t u r e  a n d  e s c a p e  t h e  
c o r r u p t i o n  i n  t h e  w o r l d  c a u s e d  b y  e v i l  
d e s i r e s . ”  

 

A s  c h i l d r e n  o f  G o d  w e  p a r t i c i p a t e  i n  t h e  
d i v i n e  n a t u r e .  W e  h a v e  b e e n  g i v e n  a c c e s s  
t o  t h e  r e s o u r c e s  o f  d i v i n i t y  –  t o  t h e  
e x t e n t  t h a t  i t  i s  p o s s i b l e  i n  t h e  f l e s h ,  w e  
h a v e  d i v i n e  p o w e r .  

 

6 .  I  a m  a n  e x t r e m e l y  s i g n i f i c a n t  a s  a  
p e r s o n .    

❖  E p h e s i a n s  2 : 1 0  -  “ F o r  w e  a r e  G o d ’ s  

 w o r k m a n s h i p ,  c r e a t e d  i n  C h r i s t  J e s u s … ”  

 

A l l  o f  t h e  c r e a t i v e  c r a f t s m a n s h i p  o f  G o d  
h a s  b e e n  b r o u g h t  t o  b e a r  i n  t h e  c r e a t i o n  
o f  m a n ,  i n  h i s  v e r y  i m a g e .  

 

❖  P s a l m  1 3 9 : 1 4  -  “ I  p r a i s e  y o u  b e c a u s e  I  a m  
f e a r f u l l y  a n d  w o n d e r f u l l y  m a d e … ”   

 



N o t  o n l y  w a s  t h e  h a n d  o f  G o d  e v i d e n t  i n  
t h e  o r i g i n a l  m a n ,  h e  w a t c h e s  o v e r  t h e  
f o r m a t i o n ,  b i r t h  a n d  l i f e  o f  e v e r y  p e r s o n  
w h o  c o m e s  i n t o  t h i s  w o r l d ;  t h e r e  a r e  n o  
i n s i g n i f i c a n t  n o - b o d i e s  t o  G o d .  

 

7 .  I  a m  a  j o i n t - h e i r  w i t h  H i m  o f  t h e  G l o r y  
o f  t h e  F a t h e r .               

❖  R o m a n s  8 : 1 7  -  “ N o w  i f  w e  a r e  c h i l d r e n ,  
t h e n  w e  a r e  h e i r s  –  h e i r s  o f  G o d  a n d  c o -
h e i r s  w i t h  C h r i s t ,  i f  i n d e e d  w e  s h a r e  i n  
h i s  s u f f e r i n g s  i n  o r d e r  t h a t  w e  m a y  a l s o  
s h a r e  i n  h i s  g l o r y . ”  

 

I n  t h i s  b e c o m i n g  p r o c e s s  a s  t h e  c h i l d r e n  
o f  G o d  w e  a r e  a l s o  b e c o m i n g  h e i r s  a n d  c o -
h e i r s  w i t h  C h r i s t .  A s  w e  g r o w  i n t o  t h e  
f u l l n e s s  o f  t h e  s t a t u r e  o f  C h r i s t  G o d  
r e l e a s e s  m o r e  o f  h i s  g l o r i o u s  i n h e r i t a n c e  
i n t o  o u r  l i v e s .  

8 .  I  a m  a  n e w  p e r s o n .  

❖  2  C o r i n t h i a n s  5 : 1 7  -  “ T h e r e f o r e ,  i f  
a n y o n e  i s  i n  C h r i s t ,  h e  i s  a  n e w  c r e a t i o n ;  
t h e  o l d  h a s  g o n e ,  t h e  n e w  h a s  c o m e . ”  

 

T h a n k  G o d  I  a m  a  n e w  c r e a t i o n ;  I  a m  n o t  
w h a t  I  w a n t  t o  b e ,  n e i t h e r  a m  I  w h a t  I  w a s  
a n d  I  a m  n o t  w h a t  I  a m  g o i n g  t o  b e .  I  a m  
a  n e w  c r e a t i o n  t h a t  i s  b e c o m i n g  l i k e  h i m .  

 

❖  E p h e s i a n s  4 : 2 4 “ Y o u  w e r e  t a u g h t ,  w i t h  
r e g a r d  t o  y o u r  f o r m e r  w a y  o f  l i f e :  t o  p u t  
o f f  y o u r  o l d  s e l f ,  w h i c h  i s  b e i n g  c o r r u p t e d  
b y  i t s  d e c e i t f u l  d e s i r e s ;  t o  b e  m a d e  n e w  
i n  t h e  a t t i t u d e  o f  y o u r  m i n d s ;  a n d  t o  p u t  



o n  t h e  n e w  s e l f ,  c r e a t e d  t o  b e  l i k e  G o d  i n  
t r u e  r i g h t e o u s n e s s  a n d  h o l i n e s s . ”  

 
T h e  o n l y  w a y  w e  c a n  p r o g r e s s  i n  t h i s  
j o u r n e y  o f  b e c o m i n g  i s  t o  “ p u t  o f f ”  a n d  
“ p u t  o n . ”  A s  w e  p u t  o f f  t h e  o l d  a t t i t u d e ,  
a n d  a d o p t  a  n e w  a t t i t u d e  w e  a r e  b e c o m i n g  
r i g h t e o u s  a n d  h o l y .  

 
9 .  I  a m  d e a d  t o  s i n .   

❖  R o m a n s  6 : 8 - 1 1  -  “ N o w  i f  w e  d i e d  w i t h  
C h r i s t ,  w e  b e l i e v e  t h a t  w e  w i l l  a l s o  l i v e  
w i t h  h i m .  F o r  w e  k n o w  t h a t  s i n c e  C h r i s t  
w a s  r a i s e d  f r o m  t h e  d e a d ,  h e  c a n n o t  d i e  
a g a i n ;  d e a t h  n o  l o n g e r  h a s  m a s t e r y  o v e r  
h i m .  T h e  d e a t h  h e  d i e d ,  h e  d i e d  t o  s i n  
o n c e  f o r  a l l ;  b u t  t h e  l i f e  h e  l i v e s ,  h e  l i v e s  
t o  G o d .  I n  t h e  s a m e  w a y ,  c o u n t  y o u r s e l v e s  
d e a d  t o  s i n  b u t  a l i v e  t o  G o d  i n  C h r i s t  
J e s u s . ”  

 

J u s t  a s  C h r i s t  t h r o u g h  h i s  d e a t h  d e f e a t e d  
t h e  h o l d  o f  s i n ,  s o  w e  t h r o u g h  

 

1 0 .  I  a m  v i c t o r i o u s  o v e r  f e a r .   

❖  2  T i m o t h y  1 : 7  -  “ F o r  G o d  d i d  n o t  g i v e  u s  
a  s p i r i t  o f  t i m i d i t y ,  b u t  a  s p i r i t  o f  p o w e r ,  
o f  l o v e  a n d  o f  s e l f - d i s c i p l i n e . ”  

 

M y  c o n f i d e n c e  i s  i n  t h e  p o w e r  o f  G o d  a n d  
I  a m  n o t  i n t i m i d a t e d  b y  t h i s  w o r l d  

 

1 1 .  I  a m  f u l l  o f  g o o d n e s s ,  k n o w l e d g e  a n d  
a b l e  t o  c o u n s e l .   



❖  R o m a n s  1 5 : 1 4  -  “ I  m y s e l f  a m  c o n v i n c e d ,  
m y  b r o t h e r s ,  t h a t  y o u  y o u r s e l v e s  a r e  f u l l  
o f  g o o d n e s s ,  c o m p l e t e  i n  k n o w l e d g e  a n d  
c o m p e t e n t  t o  i n s t r u c t  o n e  a n o t h e r . ”  

 

G o d ’ s  w o r d  r e s t s  i n  m e ,  t h e r e f o r e  i t  i s  h a s  
m a d e  m e  g o o d  a n d  c o m p l e t e  a n d  a b l e  t o  
c o u n s e l  o t h e r s .  

 

1 2 .  I  a m  b e i n g  c o n f o r m e d  t o  H i s  i m a g e .  I  a m  
a  p r i n c e  i n  l i f e .   

❖  R o m a n s  5 : 1 7  -  “ F o r  i f ,  b y  t h e  t r e s p a s s  o f  
t h e  o n e  m a n ,  d e a t h  r e i g n e d  t h r o u g h  t h a t  
o n e  m a n ,  h o w  m u c h  m o r e  w i l l  t h o s e  w h o  
r e c e i v e  G o d ’ s  a b u n d a n t  p r o v i s i o n  o f  g r a c e  
a n d  o f  t h e  g i f t  o f  r i g h t e o u s n e s s  r e i g n  i n  
a n d  t h r o u g h  t h e  o n e  m a n ,  J e s u s  C h r i s t . ”  

 

1 3 .  I  a m  j u s t i f i e d  b y  f a i t h .   

❖  R o m a n s  5 : 1  -  “ T h e r e f o r e ,  s i n c e  w e  h a v e  
b e e n  j u s t i f i e d  t h r o u g h  f a i t h ,  w e  h a v e  
p e a c e  w i t h  G o d  t h r o u g h  o u r  L o r d  J e s u s  
C h r i s t . ”  

 

J u s t i f i e d :  j u s t  a s  i f  I ’ d  n o t  s i n n e d .  W h a t  
a  t h o u g h t .  

 

1 4 .  I  a m  n o t  a s h a m e d  o f  t h e  g o s p e l .   

❖  R o m a n s  1 : 1 6  -  “ I  a m  n o t  a s h a m e d  o f  t h e  
g o s p e l ,  b e c a u s e  i t  i s  t h e  p o w e r  o f  G o d  f o r  
t h e  s a l v a t i o n  o f  e v e r y o n e  w h o  b e l i e v e s :  
f i r s t  f o r  t h e  J e w ,  t h e n  f o r  t h e  G e n t i l e ”  

 



G o d ’ s  g r a c e  a n d  p o w e r  i n  m e  h a s  t a k e n  
s h a m e  a n d  f e a r  o u t  o f  m y  l i f e .  I  a m  
c o n f i d e n t  i n  h i m .  

 

1 5 .  I  a m  b o r n  a g a i n .   

❖  J o h n  3 : 3 , 5  -  “ I  t e l l  y o u  t h e  t r u t h ,  u n l e s s  
a  m a n  i s  b o r n  o f  w a t e r  a n d  t h e  S p i r i t ,  h e  
c a n n o t  e n t e r  t h e  k i n g d o m  o f  G o d . ”  

 

1 6 .  I  a m  H i s  A m b a s s a d o r .   

❖  2  C o r i n t h i a n s  5 : 2 0  -  “ W e  a r e  t h e r e f o r e  
C h r i s t ’ s  a m b a s s a d o r s ,  a s  t h o u g h  G o d  
w e r e  m a k i n g  h i s  a p p e a l  t h r o u g h  u s .  W e  
i m p l o r e  y o u  o n  C h r i s t ’ s  b e h a l f :  B e  
r e c o n c i l e d  t o  G o d . ”  

 

1 7 .  I  a m  a n  e a r t h e n  v e s s e l  o f  G o d ' s  t r e a s u r e .  
( I I  C o r i n t h i a n s  4 : 7 )   

❖  2  C o r i n t h i a n s  4 : 7  -  “ F o r  o u r  l i g h t  a n d  
m o m e n t a r y  t r o u b l e s  a r e  a c h i e v i n g  f o r  u s  a n  
e t e r n a l  g l o r y  t h a t  f a r  o u t w e i g h s  t h e m  a l l . ”  

 

1 8 .   I  a m  a  s e r v a n t  o f  t h e  n e w  c o v e n a n t .  ( I I  
C o r i n t h i a n s  3 : 6 )  

❖  2  C o r i n t h i a n s  3 : 6  -  “ H e  h a s  m a d e  u s  
c o m p e t e n t  a s  m i n i s t e r s  o f  a  n e w  c o v e n a n t  
–  n o t  o f  t h e  l e t t e r  b u t  o f  t h e  S p i r i t ;  f o r  
t h e  l e t t e r  k i l l s ,  b u t  t h e  S p i r i t  g i v e s  l i f e . ”  

 

 

 

 

 



Day One 

 

I Believe… Help My Unbelief  

 

Jesus sa id,  “Everything is poss ible for him who believes.” 
Immediately  the boy’s  father exc la imed, “I do bel ieve;  
help me overcome my unbelief! "  –  Mark 9:23-24 

 

I think this father is  typica l of most of us. We do 
believe, but we’re not sure we truly bel ieve that God will  
intercede in our situation.  I bel ieve God heals  and I  
believe that God works mirac les, but I am often afraid 
that he won’t  do it  for  me.  

This sincere father was trying to be tota l ly honest 
with Jesus. He was so desperate to see his son healed and 
set free from the demons that aff licted him that he  
brought him to Jesus.  He be lieved Jesus  healed because 
he not only had heard about it  but no doubt he had 
himself  seen Jesus heal  others –  but  now it  was  different. 
It  was  his son that he needed to bel ieve for .  

The father cr ied out, “I  do be lieve ; help me overcome 
my unbelief.” You can hear in his  declaration the 
anguish of years dealing with a problem that he thought  
would never be resolved. Now there is a chance that the 
boy might be de livered,  and al l  he  had to do was be li eve .  

The pressure was on.  He was asking himself ,  “Do I  
really  bel ieve Jesus can heal?” His answer was yes, he had 
become convinced that Jesus  could heal .  His  next 
question was, “Will Jesus heal my boy?” His  answer to 
that question was not  nearly as strong.  He wanted to 
believe, and he needed to bel ieve , but  he just wasn’t  
sure.  In desperat ion he cried,  “Help me overcome my 
unbelief.”  

When we face  the s ituation where we be lieve Jesus  
can, but we aren’t  quite sure he will  do it  for us,  then 
we must be as honest before God as this  sincere father 



was.  Many t imes I ’ve said “Lord,  I  be lieve  you can, but  
I’m not sure  I  bel ieve  you will  for me –  grant me the 
grace of faith to believe.”  

God may not a lways answer according to our 
perceived need, but  he wil l  a lways  an swer according to 
his plan for us  and the situation.  Faith is  often that  
God's wil l  be done whatever the outcome.  

 

Prayer:   Lord,  I  be l ieve;  help me to overcome my 
unbelief.  Grant me the grace to trust you whatever the 
outcome. Amen.  

 

Message:  God may not  always answer according to our 
perceived need, but  he wil l  a lways  answer according to 
his plan for us and the  situation.  

 

Affirmation:  I  bel ieve and I  am praying that God will  
show me where I need to trust him more completely .  

 

Reflection:  Why is  it  that it  i s  eas ier to believe for  
someone else than it  i s  to be lieve  for our own needs?  
Many of us have bel ieved for someone else , but we find 
it  very diff icult  to be lieve for ourselves.  What are some 
of the causes of  the lack of be lief  for our own needs?  

 

My Thoughts :  

________________________________
________________________________
________________________________
________________________________
________________________________  

 



Day Two 

 

The Comparative value  

of Sparrows and People  
 

Are not  f ive sparrows sold for two pennies?  Yet not one 
of them is forgotten by God. Indeed, the very hairs of 
your heard are  al l  numbered. Don’t ’  be afraid;  you are 
worth more than many sparrows. –  Luke 12:6 -7 

 

To get the full  impact of this passage we must  
remember the  context  in  which it  is  placed.  Jesus  had 
just warned his fol lowers about living double lives and 
fearing man above fear ing God. Then he says,  “Don’t be 
afraid.” How do we reconcile “fear God” with “don’t be  
afraid?”  

Jesus seems to be saying that man makes rel igion a  
diff icult  thing and creates fear rather than faith in the  
hearts of followers. The teachings of men cause us to 
fear men; what wi ll  they think,  what  wil l  they do,  how 
wil l  they respond to me –  these fear based questions 
come from a man based philosophy of l ife  and relig ion.  

The Message clar if ies the point Jesus was making:  

Don’t be bluffed into s ilence or insincerity  by  the 
threats of re lig ious bull ies.  True, they can kil l  you,  
but then what can they do? There’s nothing they can 
do to your soul, your core being. Save your fear for  
God, who holds your entire life  –  body and soul –  in  
his hands.  

What’s the pr ice of two or three pet canaries?  
Some loose  change, r ight? But God never overlooks 
a single one. And he pays even greater attention to 
you,  down to the  last  detail  –  even numbering the 
hairs  on your head!  So don’t  be  int imidated by a l l  



this bul ly ta lk. You’re worth more than a mil l ion 
canaries.  

If  we are to fear it  should not be man we fear, but  
our fear  should be more of  a  caution that  warns us how 
much God cares for  us  so that we wil l  not miss what  he 
is offer ing. Jesus did not come to perpetuate a  fear based 
religion; Jesus came to establ ish a fai th based 
relationship with God himself .   If  we fear God in the 
way that we fear man we have missed the point  of  
kingdom relationship through faith in Christ .  
 

Prayer :  Lord, grant me the confidence to reach past my 
fear of man and grant me grace to trust you.   Help me 
to understand that you do not see me as men see me. In 
Jesus name, amen.  
 

Message:  Our fear should be more of a caution that 
warns us  how much God cares for  us so that we will  not  
miss  what he is  of fering.  
 

Affirmation: I am learning to fear  God rather than man 
because man cannot af fect my eternal destiny but God 
can.  
 

Reflection:  Ask yourself ,  "Who do I fear?"  How 
important is  peer approval to you? What  about the 
circumstances of  l ife?  Does the thought of  losing your 
job cause anxiety? Some people fear that some disease 
wil l  come upon them. What do you fear? Jesus te ll s  us  
to consider the sparrow.  

 

My Thoughts :  

________________________________
________________________________
________________________________  



Day Three  
 

Riches and Greed  
 

Someone in the crowd said to him, “Teacher, tel l  my 
brother to divide the inheritance with me.” Jesus  
replied,  “Man, who appointed me a judge or  an arbiter 
between you?” Then he said to them, “Watch out!  Be on 
your guard against a ll  kinds of greed; a man’s l i fe  does  
not consist  in the abundance of his possessions.”  

 –  Luke 12:13 -15 
 

The apost le James  asks the question, “What  causes  
fights and quarrels among you? Don’t they come from 
your desires that batt le  within you? You want something 
but  don’t get  it .  You ki ll  and covet,  but  you cannot have  
what you want” (James 4:1 -2) .  James was saying that  
greed destroys our peace and the peace of those around 
us and drives us to ser ious s ins.  

Jesus could see that greed had produced envy and 
strife between brothers  and he was addressing  that issue 
in this passage.  He was st i l l  address ing this problem of  
greed when he gave us the parable of the man that Jesus  
called “fool!”  Read Luke’s record:  

And he told them this parable:  “The ground of a 
certain rich man produced a  good crop.  He thought 
to himself ,  “What shal l  I  do? I have no place to store  
my crops.”Then he sa id, ‘This i s  what I’ l l  do. I wi ll  
tear down my barns and build bigger ones, and there 
I wi ll  store a ll  my grain and my goods. And I’ l l  say  
to myse lf ,  “You have plenty of good things laid up 
for  many years . Take l ife  easy;  eat,  dr ink and be 
merry.”  

“But God  said to him, ‘You fool!  This very night 
your life  wi l l  be demanded from you. Then who will  
get what you have prepared for  yourse lf ?”  



“This is  how it  wil l  be with anyone who stores up 
things for himself but is  not  rich toward God.”   

-  Luke 12:16 -21 

We must f ind the  balance between being wise 
stewards and being self - suff icient. God has given us 
wisdom to be prepared for the future, but he has also 
declared that  when we seek him and his  kingdom first  
he wil l  take care of the  rest .  
 

Prayer:  Lord, grant me the grace to discern between 
greed and prudence and the wisdom to choose  prudence. 
In Jesus name, amen.  

 

Message:  We must f ind the balance between being wise  
stewards and being self - suff icient. God has given us 
wisdom to be prepared for the future, but he has also 
declared that  when we seek him and his  kingdom first  
he wil l  take care of the  rest .  
 

Affirmation: My goal i s  to make God my source and to 
be a wise manager of  a ll  that he places in my life .   
 

Reflection:  I  have thought much about this passage and  
I have wondered if  the message was,  "Don't  accumulate  
wealth,"  or "Don't  put your confidence in wealth."  
Which do you think it  is?  How does one find a balance  
between being a  wise manager  of  God's blessing and 
being sel f - suff icient?  
 

My Thoughts :  

________________________________
________________________________
________________________________
________________________________
________________________________  



Day Four  

 

Pagans Are Out For Self : 

Don’t You Go There  

 

Do not set your heart on what  you wil l  eat  or drink;  do 
not worry about it .  For the pagan world runs after a ll  
such things , and your Father knows that you need them. 
But seek his kingdom, and these things wi l l  be given to 
you as wel l .  –  Luke 12:29-31 

 

Jesus was doing a  fol low -up on the story  of  the ri ch 
fool . In verses  22 -23 he says to his disc iples,  “Therefore 
I tell  you, do not worry about your li fe , what you will  
eat ;  or about your body, what you wil l  wear . Life is  more  
than food,  and the body more than clothes .”  

The message seems to be that when we  make things 
our security  we wil l  wind up disappointed,  but when we 
find our security in him through fa ith we discover that 
God’s grace is certainly suffic ient.  

A few verses ear lier Jesus used the example  of the 
care God has for the  sparrows to demonstrate  our value 
to him. In this passage he uses the ravens as an example  
of how God feeds them (v24). In verses 27 -28 he uses 
the example of the  f ield l i l ies  and the beauty with which 
God has clothed them. Then he asks , “If  that  i s  how God 
clothes the grass of the field, which is here today, and 
tomorrow is thrown into the fire , how much more will  
he clothe you.”  

A factor that should be a dist inct ion between the 
believer and the unbeliever i s  that  whatever 
circumstances life  br ings the bel iever he knows that God  
is in control and that he does indeed work a l l  things for  
our ult imate benefit  (Romans 8:28) . The unbeliever can 
only  hope for  what  he can achieve  on his own and face  
the uncertainties of  l ife  with hope only in himself .  



Those of us who have taken God at h is word and who 
have received his grace ( favor)  through faith in Christ ,  
have discovered that we can trust him. We are not 
promised that God wil l  de liver us  from every  
uncomfortable or diff icult  circumstance of l i fe ,  but he 
has promised that  he wil l  go thr ough them with us and 
that as we continue in faith he opens the  doors of 
heaven to us .  

God’s best  is  held in reserve for those who trust him 
and him alone.  
 

Prayer:   Lord, grant me the grace to continue trusting  
you.  Help me not  to look at things as the  an swer for my 
longing.  Amen.  

 

Message:  A dist inction between the bel iever and the 
unbeliever is  that whatever circumstances  l ife  brings the  
believer he knows that God is  in control  and that he 
does indeed work a ll  things for  our ult imate benefit  
(Romans 8:28).  
 

Affirmation: I am concerned about my l ife  and my 
future,  but  I  am not  worr ied because  I  know that  God 
has my future in  his hands and he has  my best interest  
at  heart .  
 

Reflection:  How stressful it  must be to face li fe  with 
hope only  in  ourse lves .  Many today face  that very thing.  
Unfortunately , there are bel ievers in Christ  who have  
not yet  ful ly  trusted him for  their  daily  l ife . Give  some 
thought to how you can trust God in your daily  l ife .  
 

My Thoughts :  

________________________________
________________________________
________________________________  



Day Five  

 

Do Not Be Afraid, Little Flock  

 

Do not be afraid,  l itt le  f lock, for  your Father has  been 
pleased to g ive you the kingdom. Sel l  your possessions 
and give to the poor. Provide purses for yourselves that  
wil l  not  wear out , a treasure in heaven that wil l  not  be  
exhausted, where  no thief comes near  and no moth 
destroys . For where your treasure is ,  there your heart 
wil l  be a lso. –  Luke 12:32-34 

 

Some heard the message of surrendering to God al l  
that they were and al l  that they had . And some were 
offended by his way of  refuting their philosophies. The 
throng which gathered around him was mixed,  but there 
were enough angry men among them to cause  concern in 
those who were bel ieving what he was saying.  

Discerning the atmosphere of anger and the tension 
that was building around them Jesus speaks to the 
believers, “Do not be afraid, l itt le  f lock.”  When it  seems 
all  the forces of hel l  are being released upon us and we 
feel l ike a  sparrow caught in a storm with lighting  
flashing, thunder rol ling, and rain pelt ing on us,  then 
we remember that  Jesus  is  watching over  even the 
sparrows and says . “Do not be afraid, f lock of l itt le  
ones.”  

I  know a man that God had blessed to make mil lions 
of dol lars .  He invested in a company that was growing 
and mult iply ing his money. He took al l  that he had and 
invested it  in  that  company.  In just  a  short t ime that  
company went bankrupt and his  mill ions were gone.  
What did he do? He continued to trust God because his  
security  was not in his  riches but in the God who g ives  
and takes according to his own purposes .  

This man knew that God had given him the kingdom 
and that the kingdoms of this world,  f inancial  



kingdoms, polit ical  kingdoms, and al l  other  kingdoms,  
would fa l l  before  the Lord God but  the kingdom of  God 
is forever  and ever .  

His  worldly wealth has not  been restored but it  is  
evident that his treasure in heaven has  increased. God 
has given him a ministry of teaching people  to be set 
free from strongholds in their  l ife  and many th ousands 
are getting free. What a treasure .  

 

Prayer:  Lord, help me not to look with envy at the 
wealth of  the  world,  grant me the grace to bui ld treasure 
in your kingdom. Amen.  

 

Message:  The kingdoms of  this  world,  f inancial  
kingdoms, polit ical  kingdoms, and al l  other  kingdoms,  
wil l  fa l l  before the Lord God , but the kingdom of God 
is forever  and ever .  
 

Affirmation: I hold my possessions loose ly  because my 
hope is not in them and they are not my treasure.  My 
treasure is in heaven where it  cannot be destroyed  or 
stolen.   
 

Reflection:  Was Jesus really te ll ing people to sell  a ll  that  
they have and g ive to the poor? And, how can we 
provide , "purses for ourselves that wi l l  not wear out?"  
How can we l ive  out this instruction from Jesus in our 
daily walk?  
 

My Thoughts :  

________________________________
________________________________
________________________________
________________________________  

 

 



Day Six  

 

Be Prepared to Serve 
 

Be dressed ready for  service and keep your lamps 
burning, l ike men waiting for their  master to return 
from a wedding banquet,  so that  when he comes and 
knocks they can immediately  open the door for him.  

 –  Luke 12:35 -36  

 

As a  young person I was a Boy Scout.  The motto of  
the Boy Scouts is ,  “Be Prepared.” This organization is a 
very good place for boys and young men to learn 
character and preparedness to face l ife . The troop 
leaders are taught not only  to teach boys  that they 
should be prepared,  but the structure of the system is  
designed to actually  prepare boys for li fe .  

A young person in the Boy Scouts earns respect 
through earning merit  badges. A merit  badge is awarded 
to the boys  who achieve certain objectives and among 
them are acts  that show courtesy  and respect for others ,  
especial ly the e lderly and people in need.  

Jesus is  talking about the same concept in this 
passage. He is challenging his followers to be prepared 
for service at al l  t imes.  He speaks of keeping our lamps 
burning as a metaphor to stay ing alert  ready for the  
opportunity to do the works of service  we have been 
called to do.  

Some see being prepared for the coming of  the master  
as apply ing to personal  holiness  and righteousness,  and 
there is an application there,  but the  primary 
application is that when the master returns he is to find 
us not only prepared,  but he is  to find us serving.  

It  i s  interest ing that Jesus had just spoken of  the 
desire of a persons’ heart is  re flected by where he invests  
himself ,  and he follows that with, “Be dressed and ready 



to serve .” Yes , we are called to be prepared,  but we are 
also expected to be serving.  

For many of  us it  is  t ime to say,  “I am dressed, My 
lamp is  burning, how can I serve?” In response to that I  
can only say , look around you.  Are  there single parents  
who need a litt le  he lp? Are there elder ly who need 
someone to mow their  lawn? Are there sick who need 
vis it ing? How about that single mother with a diff icult  
teen, have you thought about taking the youngster  
f ishing? Are you ready to serve?  
 

Prayer:   Lord, help me to be as enthusiastic about  
serving as I am about getting prepared to serve. In Jesus  
name, amen.  

 

Message:   When the master returns he is  to f ind us not  
only prepared, but he is to find us serving.  
 

Affirmation:  I  have prepared myse lf  to serve through 
prayer and reading God's word. Now I am ready to serve.  
 

Reflection:  In the devotion there is a comparison of the 
boy scout serving to earn a merit  badge and a person 
serving in the kingdom. What are some of the  
similarit ies between the Boy Scout who serves  to get the 
merit  badge and the  fol lower of Christ  who s erves? What 
are some of  the differences?  
 

My Thoughts :  

________________________________
________________________________
________________________________
________________________________  

 

 



Day Seven 

 

Be Prepared for His Coming  

 

If  the owner of  the house had  known at  what hour the  
thief was coming, he would not have let  his house be  
broken into. You also must be ready, because  the Son of  
Man will  come at an hour that you do not expect him.”  

 –  Luke 12:39 -40 

 

I’ l l  never forget the feeling of returning home one  
night to find my front door a jar . As I  walked into the  
living room and began to look around I felt  as if  I  had 
been personally violated. There were  many things  
miss ing, some of them were irreplaceable . I  fe lt  as i f  
something had been taken from me that  co uld never be  
replaced.  

If  I  had known that my house would be broken into 
that night I would have been home. I would have been 
prepared for the thief when he arrived.  

That is  exact ly what Jesus  is  ta lking about .  He is  
talking about being on duty  and being prepared. Now, I  
don’t know why he used a negative situat ion, a thief 
coming unexpectedly ,  to demonstrate a posit ive point, 
being prepared for the  unexpected visit  of the master,  
but we get the idea nonetheless.  

For 2000 years preachers have been tel ling t he 
church,  “Be prepared he’s coming soon,” and for 2000 
years people have gone through periods of dil igent 
preparation mixed with times of  giving in to the  
temptation to l ive for this l ife  alone.  

Ecclesiastes  9:12 warns, “No man knows when his  
hour will  come: As f ish are caught in a cruel net, or birds 
are taken in a  snare, so men are trapped by evil  t imes 
that fal l  unexpectedly  upon them.”  



Not to change the subject,  but this demonstrates the 
point : I  have been on many diets to lose weight. I  am 
usual ly a long way from my ideal weight . I  can see the 
joy of be ing at that weight, but it  i s  so far into the 
future. The problem is that so much delic ious food is  
before me now that the  hope of reaching my ideal weight  
becomes very dim and I sacr ifice long term bene fits for 
short term pleasure.  

Jesus wasn’t  talking about a diet –  he was talking 
about eternity .  

 

Prayer:   Lord,  help me not  to lose s ight of  your coming.  
Grant me the grace to live for eternity and not just  for  
today. In Jesus name, amen.  

 

Message:  “No man knows when his  hour wil l  come: As 
fish are caught in a cruel  net, or  birds  are taken in a  
snare, so men are t rapped by evil  t imes that fa ll  
unexpectedly upon them.” -  Eccles iastes 9:12  
 

Affirmation: My Lord is coming back, but I do not know 
just when, so  I am careful to l ive in a state of  readiness  
for his return.   
 

Reflection:  Can you remember a t ime when you were 
surprised by an event that could have been tragic, but ,  
because you were prepared it  turned out well ?  This  
devot ion points out  the fact that  J esus  is  returning. Give  
some thought to what you would do if  you knew he was 
returning today -  then live the rest  of  your l ife  that way.  
 

My Thoughts :  

________________________________
________________________________
________________________________
________________________________  



Day Eight  

 

The Faithful and Wise Steward  

 

Then Peter said unto him, “Lord, speakest  thou this  
parable unto us , or even to al l?”  And the Lord said,  
“Who then is that faithful and wise steward,  whom his  
lord shal l make ruler over his household, to give them 
their portion of meat  in due season? Blessed is that  
servant, whom his lord when he cometh shall f ind so 
doing.  Of a truth I say  unto you, that  he wil l  make him 
ruler over al l  that  he hath. –  Luke 12:41-44 (KJV)  

 

Sometimes it  just  seems that there is  no end to 
serving.  Once one task is  f inished then another one 
looms ahead of us .  If  we’re not  being pressed by the  l ife  
that is  unfolding around us we are being challenged by  
life  in the kingdom of God. It  i s  in these stressful t imes 
that the faithful steward shines .  

We don’t  often use the word steward anymore and 
we may have lost  some of its  meaning through lack of  
use.  A steward is one who has been given the  
responsibil ity to  manage certain resources , or manage a 
certain property or possession of another .  

Perhaps you have heard “steward” or “stewardess” 
used in reference to the person on an airplane whose job 
it  i s  to see that the  pas sengers are fed and made 
comfortable.  It  is  their job to distr ibute the food and 
drinks as well as to hand out pi llows or blankets to 
passengers.  

Jesus is  us ing the term here in reference to serving  
in the kingdom of God. The lesson is that faithful  
stewards, or  managers  of  certain resources , wi ll  perform 
their duties  even when the boss isn’t  around. This  wise  
manager of resources knows that  even when the boss  
isn’t  there his performance is be ing evaluated.  



The person who serves  well is  not only given great er 
responsibil ity,  but is  a lso given greater rewards. In this  
lesson on faithful stewardship Jesus promises that the 
faithful  servant  wi l l  be  so respected by the  owner of  the 
business that he wil l  be  made the chief execut ive officer.  

God is looking for  men and women whom he can 
trust to serve him well even when no one seems to 
notice. Are you a faithful steward?  

 

Prayer:   Lord, grant me the integrity to serve as well  
when I am not being watched as  I  do when I am being 
watched. In Jesus name, amen.  

 

Message:  A steward is one who has been given the  
responsibil ity to manage certain resources , or manage a 
certain property or possession of another .  This wise  
manager of resources knows that  even when the boss  
isn’t  there his performance is be ing evaluated.  
 

Affirmation: When I  received Christ  I  was g iven certain 
gifts to use in service to him. I am committed to being 
a wise steward of the g ifts and responsibi l it ies God has 
given me.   
 

Reflection:  Give some thought to the way servants,  or  
as we cal l  them today, employees , think about their  
masters , or  employers . Don't  those words, "servant" and 
"master"  raise different ideas than "employee" and 
"employer"? Why is  that?  
 

My Thoughts :  

________________________________
________________________________
________________________________
________________________________  



Day Nine 

 

The Unfaithful Foolish Servant  

 

Suppose the servant says to himself ,  “My master is  taking 
a long time in coming,” and he then begins to beat the  
menservants and maidservants and to eat and drink and 
get drunk.  The master  of that servant wi ll  come on a day 
when does not expect him and at an hour he is  not aware 
of.  He will  cut him to pieces and assign him a place with 
the unbelievers . –  Luke 12:45-46 

 

The example of  the fa i thful  servant who served wel l  
even when the master wasn’t  there is  contrasted by the  
unfaithful servant who takes advantage of the master’s  
absence to seek his  own pleasure.  This  servant wi ll  be  
dealt  with very severe ly by the master .  

In the first  example the wise steward used the 
resources of his master to care for the other members of  
the staff .  He fed them and gave them their  salary and 
treated them with respect. The opposite i s  true of the  
unfaithful steward.  

Very few of us  would be gui lty  of actually  physical ly  
assault ing others  in the kingdom, or even those in the  
world around us , but  are we guilty of neglecting the 
needs of those around us?   

The unfaithful  steward was guilty of two egregious 
offences. F irst ,  he abused those for whom he had been 
given the responsibi l ity of serving . Second, he used for  
himself the resources that he had been given to use for 
others.  He had been given much, which he used 
unwisely , and he was being required to give account for  
what he had been given.  

We who are people of  faith and who have received 
the grace of God, have  been given much. We have been 
given the responsibi li ty of shar ing the gifts God has 



given us . We are not just  to rejoice in the sa lvat ion we 
have received, but  we are to do a l l  in  our power to see 
that others partake of the same gift .  

When the Lord returns wi l l  he  find us eat ing the 
spir itual  manna and drinking the spir itual  wine while  
there are others who are hungry for what we have but  
who have never had the opportunity to enjoy it?  

 

Prayer:   OK God, I ’m convicted. I f ind myself  baski ng 
in the glory when I should be serving in the  kingdom. 
Help me to change that. Amen.  

 

Message:  We have been given the responsibil ity of 
sharing the  gift s God has given us . We are not just  to 
rejoice in the sa lvat ion we have received, but we are to 
do a ll  in our power to see that others partake of the same 
gift .  

 

Affirmation: I am committed to sharing the gifts  and 
bless ings God has g iven me with others who are in need 
of those blessings.   

 

Reflection:  We have  been given a  wealth of  resources  by 
our Lord.  Some have  been given a wealth of talent and 
others have been given wealth of  physical  resources . It  
is  how we use those ta lents and resources that reflects  
our character.   

 

My Thoughts :  

________________________________
________________________________
________________________________
________________________________  



Day Ten 

 

Jesus Is the Great Divide  

 

Do you think I came to bring peace on earth? No, I  te ll  
you but divis ion. From now on there wil l  be f ive in one 
family  divided against  each other , three  against  two and 
two against three . They will  be  divided father against  
son and son against father, mother against  daughter and 
daughter against  mother. –  Luke 12:51-53 

 

Up to the t ime of Christ  al l  that re lig ion had offered 
man was a performance based  relat ionship with God. 
Jesus came preaching another kind of  re lationship with 
God. He didn’t  ta lk about  shining the outs ide of  the cup 
–  his message was about cleaning up the inside.  

Relig ious people did not understand his message  
because their or ientation was around performance. They 
believed that i f  they performed in a certa in lifestyle 
manner and performed certain rel igious ri tuals they 
were accepted before God. Jesus  taught  them that  
performance did not earn the favor of God.  

The thing that  angered re l ig ious leaders  in  Jesus’  day  
was that he taught the  people that their laws and rules  
of conduct  were of  no value if  the  heart continued to be  
corrupt and ful l of evil .  Because he didn’t  require his  
disciples to be hypocrites and pretend that they were 
perfect by  obeying the tradit ions he  was accused of  
heresy and blasphemy.  

So,  he became the great divide . Those who would see 
the truth of  his  teaching and realize the  value of  being 
in right re lationship with God through faith in Christ ,  
would be on one side  of the divide and the rest  of  the 
religious world would be on the other s ide.  

His message is so profoundly simple that those of us  
who are used to complex formulas have trouble 



surrendering to it .  Everything in our l ife  is  about  
performance. Our job,  our family  and our relationships ,  
are al l  based on how we prove ourselves.  Our faith in 
God is  based on how we al low him to prove  himself  to 
us , just  the opposite of  the human way.  

Which side of the divide do you stand on? Are you 
sti l l  try ing to work out  your  re lationship with God with 
complex formulas of  religious performance,  or are you 
surrendered to the s imple concept of faith?  

 

Prayer:   Thank you Lord for  the  faith we have in Christ  
and the hope you have  given us .  In Jesus name. Amen.  

 

Message:  Our job, our family and our re lat ionships , are  
all  based on how we prove ourselves. Our fa i th in God 
is based on how we a l low him to prove himself to us,  
just  the opposite of the human way.  
 

Affirmation: I do not serve to become approved by God. 
I am approved through faith in Christ  and I serve him 
out of  gratefulness for  what he has done for me.   
 

Reflection:  Can you think of  ways that  some people 
today are rel igious performers but do not demonstrate  
that they have been transformed? This devot ion is about  
being transformed by the power of  God rather than 
conforming to a rel igious system. Can you see the 
difference?   
 

My Thoughts :  

________________________________
________________________________
________________________________
________________________________
________________________________  



Day Eleven 

 

Seed That Falls on the Path  

 

A farmer went out to sow his seed. As he was scattering 
the seed, some fel l  a long the path, and the birds came 
and ate it  up…Some people are l ike seed a long the 
path, where the word is sown. As soon as  they hear it ,  
Satan comes and takes away the word that was sown in 
them. –  Mark 4:1 -20 

 

It  wi ll  a lways be a mystery to me why people who are  
living in the most  adverse circumstances  wi l l  hear  the 
message of Christ  and say, “That’s not for  me.” Most of  
us have known people like that,  maybe in our own 
family . In fact ,  before some of us final ly surrendered  we 
were that person.  

It ’s  as  i f  an imp from hel l  was on their shoulder 
refuting everything they hear about the kingdom of God. 
As he  plucks the seeds of  the word one by one from the 
mind and heart  of the  person he is  saying,  “You don’t  
want that, they jus t  want to control your l ife .” Another 
good one is ,  “They’re lying –  they are al l  hypocrites .”  
One of my favorites is ,  “They just  want your money.”  

Unfortunately  Satan plucks the seed from far too 
many hearts  before the seed has a  chance to take root ,  
but  that  doesn’t  re lieve  the farmer (that’s  you and I  who 
sow the seed of the  word of God)  from the job of sowing 
the seed. Today seed is sown from a tractor that drops 
the seed into neatly placed rows and spreads the seed 
evenly in only the good ground, but in  the day Jesus gave  
this example farmers simply went to the f ield with a sack 
of seed and spread it  out over the fie ld a handful at  a 
t ime with the seed fal ling on al l  kinds of  soi l .  

As we share the word of God and the power of  Christ  
to transform lives we  are sowing seeds. We should sow 



generously ,  without reservation because  the f ield that  i s  
hard ground today may at some time in the  future be  
soi l that  is  prepared to receive the word.  

The parable  is  not  about being careful where we sow 
the seed, it  is  about sowing the seed and let  God worry  
about where it  fa ll s .  It  is  wise however to look for good 
soi l to sow into.  
 

Prayer:   Lord, he lp me not to judge the readiness of  
the soi l ,  but give me the grace to continue sowing into 
every soi l type . In Jesus name, amen.  

 

Message:  We should sow God's word generously,  without  
reservation because the field that is  hard ground today 
may at  some t ime in the future be  soi l that  i s  prepared 
to receive the word.  
 

Affirmation: Only seed that is  sown can produce a crop 
and I choose to sow the seed of God's word wherever I  
can.   
 

Reflection:  There is hard ground, such as the soil  in  a  
path that has  been packed down by many feet,  and there  
are people  who have been bruised so much their hearts  
have become hardened; but ,  just  as  a  pathway may be  
plowed and the ground softened, so hearts can be 
softened by the work of Holy Spir it .  Keep sowing, even 
on hard ground.  

 

My Thoughts :  

________________________________
________________________________
________________________________
________________________________  



Day Twelve  

 

Seed That Falls on Rocky Ground  

 

Some [seed] fel l  on rocky places,  where it  did not have 
much soi l .  . .  But when the sun came up, the plants were  
scorched and they withered because  they had no root…. 
Others, l ike seed sown on rocky places, hear  the word 
and at once receive it  with joy . But  since they have no 
root , they last  only a short t ime. When trouble or 
persecution comes because of  the word, they quickly  fa ll  
away.   –  Mark 4:1 -20 

 

I l ive in an area that is  surrounded by mountains.  
Where I l ive is  at  the bottom of the  mountains and the 
soi l  is  very good,  but the further  up the mountain you 
go the rockier the soi l  becomes. There are some places  
where the soil  i s  just  a thin veneer over solid rock. Grass  
and some shrubs wil l  start  to grow there, then in the 
heat of summer they die off .  

Jesus was talking about just such a condition in the 
hearts of some people . They are easi ly impressed with 
the word of  God and the Holy Spir it  moves them to take  
a step of  fa ith surrendering their heart  to Christ .  They 
do that and we a ll  rejoice at their conv ers ion.  

Then the tria ls come. There are the fr iends who keep 
enticing them with their old li festy le . Temptations come 
and their relat ionship with the Lord is not deep enough 
or strong enough to keep them strong.  

My wife and I have ministered among people w ith 
very severe l ife  issues . Some of  the people we have  
ministered with have never been to a church service and 
certainly knew nothing of the gospel.  Their l ife  has been 
fi l led with chasing one rainbow after another and they 
have never established any cons istent pattern of l ife . 
They were rocky soil .  



We have often seen people make a “quick start” to 
follow Jesus ,  but they didn’t  have  enough depth in their  
l i fe  to hold on through the hard times and they fel l  back 
into their  old li fe  habits.  

You may be facing  some dif ficult  situations in your 
life  and you feel l ike g iving up. I want to challenge you 
to stay  with it .  Don’t give up. The only hope we have for  
a blessed li fe  now and eternity in heaven is through faith 
in Christ .   
 

Prayer:  Lord, I sometimes feel l ike the rocky place . I  
fear, I  doubt,  sometimes feel l ike giving up.  Grant me 
grace to persevere. Amen.  
 

Message:  You may be  facing some dif ficult  s ituations in  
your l ife  and you feel  l ike giving up.  I want to challenge  
you to stay with it .  Don’t give up. The only  hope we have  
for a  blessed li fe  now and eternity in heaven is through 
faith in Christ .  
 

Affirmation: I won't  give up. Regardless of how hard the 
road, or how tempting another way may seem, I won't  
give up. I am not rocky soi l -  I  am good ground and I 
wil l  never  give up.   
 

Reflection:  Can rocky ground become good soi l?  Yes  it  
can. But it  isn 't  easy . Look c lose ly into your own l ife  and 
see what inconsistencies are there then ask God for  a  
plan,  a  way to become strengthened in those areas,  then 
go to work.  
 

My Thoughts :  

________________________________
________________________________
________________________________
________________________________  



Day Thirteen 

 

Seed That Falls on Thorny Ground 
 

Other seed fel l  among thorns,  which grew up and choked 
the plants ,  so that  they did not  bear  grain… Some 
people… l ike seed sown among  thorns, hear  the word;  
but the worries of this  l ife , the deceitfulness  of wealth 
and the desires for  other things come in and choke the  
word, making it  unfruitful.   –  Mark 4:1 -20 

 

This  parable  describes many who are  cal led 
Christ ian.  They st i l l  go through  the motions, they st i l l  
go to church,  and as far as  outward appearances go, they 
are “good Christ ians .” But their bottom l ine is that the  
world is choking the spiritual l ife  out of them.  

We are being ca lled to surrender our cit izenship in 
any of  the world  systems and to real ize that we are  
cit izens of  another  kingdom, another world. We are 
cit izens of  the kingdom of God and we are  not to be 
entangled with the cares of this  present world.  

Our standing in the  world around us should be the  
same as a person from another country who comes to 
our county on a work visa. They maintain their  
cit izenship and loyalt ies to the country of  their origin 
but they are in our country on a day to day basis doing 
what is  necessary to complete their business, or to work 
on their job to support  their family .  

We are, of course, in this world, but we are  not to 
be of this world and we are not to be inf luenced by this  
world.  The more we are enamored by the things of  this 
world, it ’s  comforts,  it ’ s  pleasures , and it ’s  l ifestyle , the  
less influence the Holy  Spir it  has in our l ife .  

If  you are struggling with your spir itual walk I  would 
encourage you to take  a look at the things that have 
influence in your l ife . Ask yourse lf  how much effort  and 



energy you are putting into maintaining a c ertain 
lifestyle . Examine how much of your t ime, talent and 
energy you put into creature comforts,  hobbies , and 
enjoying l ife .  Compare  that with how much you put  into 
your relat ionship with God . 

How does your commitment to the kingdom of  God 
compare to your commitment to maintain the lifesty le  
you have become accustomed to? Think about  it .  

 

Prayer:  Help me Lord not to be overwhelmed by the 
cares of this  world but  to be faithful to my cit izenship 
in your kingdom. Amen.  

 

Message:  We are being cal led to surrender our 
cit izenship in any of  the world systems and to realize 
that we are cit izens of another kingdom, another world.  
We are c it izens of the  kingdom of  God and we are  not  
to be entangled with t he cares of  this  present world.  
 

Affirmation: I am in this world, but  I  am not of this  
world.  I  maintain my c it izenship in the  kingdom of  God  
and my l ife  in  this  world is simply an assignment by 
God.  
 

Reflection:  How committed are you to being a  cit i zen of  
God's kingdom? Here is a good test  of your commitment:  
How much of your t ime, talent, resources and energy are 
given to this  world' s  comforts and pleasures and how 
much is  given to the work of  the kingdom of God? Think 
about it .  
 

My Thoughts :  

________________________________
________________________________
________________________________
________________________________  



Day Fourteen 

 

Seed That Falls on Good Ground 
 

Stil l  other  seed fel l  on good soil .  It  came up,  grew and 
produced a  crop, multiplying thirty , sixty,  or even a  
hundred times… Others, l ike seed sown on good soil ,  
hear the word, accept  it ,  and produce a  crop –  thirty ,  
sixty  or  even a hundred times what was  sown.   

–  Mark 4:1 -20 

 

I have  family who are farmers . Most of  their land is  
rocky and will  produce a crop,  but it  i s  spotty, and not  
that productive; but they also have bottom land. Bottom 
land is the part of  the land that becomes flooded when 
the creek r ises  and soil  that  is  carr ied down from the 
higher land winds up sett ling in the bottom land. That 
land is very fert i le .  

In that area people know that they usual ly have to 
buy a lot of  rocky soi l to be able  to get some bottom 
land. It  is  interest ing that in the analogy Jesus is  making 
between types of soil  and types of people who hear the 
word of  the Lord,  that  about 25% is good soil .  I  know 
one pastor who bel ieves that out  of every  four people he  
sees saved he is promised by the Lord to keep one and 
that one wil l  be good soi l .  

I don’t  know about  that, but  I have  noticed that  
those who real ly get the message of the kingdom and 
who become productive in the way that God intends 
them to be, are in the minority . In fact a common rule  
among leaders in the church  is the 80/20 rule. 80% of  
the work in the church is done by 20% of the  people.  

However you look at i t ,  God, like the farmer, looks 
for good soi l to sow into.  To the farmer good soi l is  that  
soi l  which produces  the most  in return for  his  
investment of resources –  God is looking for  the same 



kind of people to invest in. He looks for people who will  
best  fulfi l l  the purposes of  his kingdom.  

Have you found yourself  in one of these four types 
of soil we have looked at this  week? Can you say , “Yes , 
I am the soi l  that produces,” or wi l l  you have to confess,  
“I am like the seed that is  choked by the cares of this 
world.”  

Wil l you be the good soil God desires to sow his word 
into?  
 

Prayer:   Lord,  grant me the grace to keep a  focus on you 
and help me to plant your word deep in my spirit  that I  
might be good soi l .  Amen.  

 

Message:  God, l ike the farmer, looks for good soi l to 
sow into. God is looking for people who will  best  fulfi l l  
the purposes of  his  kingdom.  
 

Affirmation: I am committed to being good soi l so that  
the kingdom harvest wil l  be great .   
 

Reflection:  Jesus gave the parable of four types of soi l .  
The hard soi l that doesn't  receive the seed;  the rocky 
soi l without much depth; soi l  that is  overcome by weeds;  
and finally,  good soil which produces  a  bountiful 
harvest .  The question becomes, "What kind of soi l  are  
you?" If  you find yourself  needing to become good soi l  
begin to seek God for the way to become the kind of soi l  
he can use to produce a harvest .  
 

My Thoughts :  

________________________________
________________________________
________________________________
________________________________  



Day Fifteen  

 

Why Jesus Taught With Parables  

 

The disc iples came to him and asked, “Why do you speak 
to the people in parables?” He repl ied, “The knowledge 
of the secrets of the kingdom of heaven has been given 
to you, but not to them. Whoever has wil l  be g iven more, 
and he wil l  have an abundance. Whoever does not have , 
even what he has  wi l l  be taken from him.  

–  Matthew 13:10 -13 

 

If  one just  looks at the surface  of  this passage i t  looks 
like Jesus is  saying that the kingdom is only for certa in 
people . Those who have been given the secrets of the 
kingdom will  have  abundance and those  who have not 
been given the secrets wil l  even lose what  they have.  

In the next verses  Jesus explains  that he  speaks in  
parables so those who are deaf and bl ind to the message 
wil l  not be awakened and receive him. This seems  
counter to his purpose  in coming, but in fact  it  was the 
way for his purposes  to be fulfi l led.  

What would have happened if  al l  Israel had accepted 
Jesus as Messiah and even the  leaders had bowed to 
worship him? God would have  been honor bound to 
receive them and the greater purpose of Christ  would 
not be realized. And besides that  there had been many 
anointed del iverers sent to Israe l and within a  few years 
they would fal l  back into the sins that had befallen them 
before .  

Israel and the world needed an answer to the sin that 
seems to guide their l ives.  They needed to be redeemed 
from the inside  out . For that  to happen Jesus needed to 
go to the cross, to the grave and to the day of his  
resurrection. The way we would know the resurrection 



l i fe  of Christ  l iving in us was for him to die and be  
resurrected.  

Jesus had left  the  throne of heaven to receive the  
judgment of man’s  sin .  If  he had been made king there 
would be no cross and there would be no empty tomb.  

God knew that the only long term solut ion to the 
problem of sin was for Christ  to become the ult imate  
and final sacr if ice. Those who did not receive him are  
the ones who kil led him thus making poss ible even their 
own redemption through his death and resurrection.  
 

Prayer:   Thank you Lord for  opening the kingdom to 
whosoevers  l ike me. Amen.  

 

Message:  Israel  and the world needed an answer to the 
sin that guided their l ives. They needed to be  redeemed 
from the inside  out . For that  to happen Jesus needed to 
go to the cross, to  the grave and to the day of his  
resurrection.  
 

Affirmation: The kingdom belongs to those who wil l  be 
open to hear  and believe. I  have heard the message of  
the cross , the grave and the empty tomb, and I have  
committed myself  to that message.   
 

Reflection:  It  i s  a  hard fact  to accept,  but  not every 
hears the words of the gospel are open to receive the 
message of the gospel .  Salvat ion is reserved for  those 
who will  hear and receive the message of sa lvat ion 
through faith in Christ .  
 

My Thoughts :  

________________________________
________________________________
________________________________
________________________________  



Day  Sixteen  

 

Bad Thought Seed Destroys Kingdom Faith  

 

The kingdom of heaven is l ike a man who sowed good 
seed in his f ie ld. But while everyone was sleeping, the 
enemy came and sowed weeds among the wheat, and 
went away. When the wheat sprouted and formed heads,  
then the weeds also appeared. –  Matthew 13:24 -26 
 

I once bought a house  in a new subdivis ion.  All of 
the front yards had lawns that were from a company 
which provided lawns in rolls that  were placed over the  
bare front yards.  The effect was that the entire street 
had brand new lawns and looked l ike  an establ ished 
neighborhood.  

Within a few months there were two things that  
began to happen in the lawns. F irst ,  weeds began to grow 
out of the lawns that had been rol led out onto the yards.  
The second thing to happen is that  patches  of  the lawns 
began to die and no amount of  water ing or ferti l iz ing 
would stop it .   

I  talked to landscapers and they told me that the 
cause of  the  weeds was that  the farmer who raised the  
sod was not  careful to keep weed seed from being carried 
onto his  sod farm by the wind and by bird droppings.  
The cause  of the  spots  which were  dying was that there  
was insect  larvae  in the roots  of grass  and it  was 
destroying the root system.  

Our only solution was to wait  unti l  the grass had 
taken root in the soi l and then to pul l the weeds out . As 
for the dead spots we would cut out that  place and 
replace it  with good seed and potting  soi l to nourish it .  
It  was only then that we began to have a beautiful front  
yard.  

Jesus is  relat ing a similar circumstance to li fe  in the 
kingdom of  God. The enemy of  our soul wi ll  try to ki l l  



our inf luence by putting people in our l ives  who sow 
false  ideas and concepts and it  i s  hard for  the bel ievers  
to not  buy in to fa lse ideas if  they aren’t  di ligent in their 
kingdom walk.  The problem of  insect  larvae destroying 
the root system of the  lawn is very similar to al lowing 
thoughts  and ideas that are contrary to kingdom truth 
to become a part of the  thought process which will  affect  
our abil ity to have kingdom faith.  
 

Prayer:   Lord,  grant me the wisdom to discern bad 
thought seed and the grace to resist  al lowing it  to take  
root  in my mind. Amen.  

 

Message:  The enemy of our soul wil l  try to ki l l  our 
influence by putt ing people in our lives who sow fa lse  
ideas and concepts and it  is  hard for the believers to not  
buy in to false  ideas  if  they aren’t  di ligent in their  
kingdom walk.  
 

Affirmation: I have purposed to be di ligent about  
guarding my mind against thoughts that are destructive  
to my kingdom faith and I am di ligent to keep kingdom 
thoughts f lowing through my mind.   
 

Reflection:  We must  be aware  of how the enemy of  our 
soul works at putting  seed thoughts into our thought 
processes which are  damaging to our faith. What  
processes have you put  into place to guard against this  
invasion?   
 

My Thoughts :  

________________________________
________________________________
________________________________
________________________________  



Day Seventeen 

 

Kingdom Mustard Seed  
 

He told them another  parable: “The kingdom of  heaven 
is  l ike  a mustard seed,  which a man took and planted in 
his f ie ld. Though it  is  the smallest  of  a ll  your seeds,  yet 
when it  grows, it  is  the largest  of garden plants and 
becomes a tree, so that the birds of the air come and 
perch in t it s branches.” –  Matthew 13:31 -32 

 

Have you ever seen a ful l  grown mustard plant? It  is  
hard to bel ieve that a seed so small can carry the  power 
to grow into a  plant of  such great s ize . Like every living 
thing, the mustard seed has in it  an incredibly complex 
set of DNA with al l  the data necessary to grow into a  
large bush.  

The working of the kingdom of God that in every 
believer i s  compared to the potent ial of  the mustard 
seed. Everyone who receives  Jesus  the Christ  as  Lord of 
their l ife  i s  given a mustard seed portion of the kingdom 
of God. That  small seed of  the kingdom has complete in  
it  a ll  of  the potentia l that i s  given to the  kingdom o f  
God.  

There is an incredible amount of God -power invested 
in bel ievers through that small kingdom seed planted in 
us  when we become believers.  I f  that  is  true ,  then why 
is that  so many be lievers do not  have any evidence of 
this power in their  fa ith walk?  

There is another e lement to this  parable . It  is  the  
farmer.  Jesus  said, “The kingdom of heaven is l ike a  
mustard seed, which a man took and planted in his  
f ie ld.”  The seed held in the hand of the  farmer contains 
all  the  power of  the kingdom of  God, but  as long as  it  is  
held in his hand there  is no manifestation of  power. It  



must  be sown into the  fie ld where it  can die and new 
life  can grow out of it .   

God g ives us  the seed of the kingdom then calls  us 
to sow it  into the world.  When we are  born into His  
kingdom we become intrinsica lly entwined into kingdom 
seed; we cannot be separated from the seed of the 
kingdom. I f  we do not  sow the kingdom seed into the  
world by investing ourselves in the l ives  of  others the 
world will  never  know the power of  the kingdom. Sow 
yourself  into the f ield and reap the kingdom.  
 

Prayer:   Lord,  grant me the grace to invest myself  in the  
l ives of those who don’t know you that they may receive  
kingdom seed. Amen.   
 

Message:  God gives us the seed of the kingdom then calls  
us to sow it  into the world. When we are born into His 
kingdom we become intrinsica lly entwined into kingdom 
seed; we cannot be separated from the seed of the 
kingdom. 
 

Affirmation: I  am kingdom seed and I am will ing to be 
sown into the harvest .   
 

Reflection:  We are  intr insica lly intertwined with 
kingdom seed.  We are both kingdom servants and 
kingdom seed.  Our l ives should be sown into the f ield 
of the world in such a  way that the kingdom grows up 
wherever we are planted and becomes a  great  inf luence 
in the world around us .  
 

My Thoughts : 

________________________________
________________________________
________________________________
________________________________  



Day Eighteen 

 

Keepers of the Vineyard 
 

Then he told this parable: “A man had a fig  tree, planted 
in his  vineyard,  and he went to look for fruit  on it ,  but  
did not  find any.  So he said to the man who took care  
of the  vineyard,  ‘ for three years now I’ve  been coming 
to look for  fruit  on this f ig  tree and haven’t  found any.  
Cut it  down! Why should it  use up the so i l? ’  ‘Sir , ’  the  
man repl ied,  ‘ leave it  alone for one more year, and I’ l l  
dig around it  and ferti l ize it .  I f  it  bears fruit  next year, 
f ine!  If  not , then cut it  down.’ ”–  Luke 13:6 -9 

 

God didn’t  ca ll  us into the kingdom  so we could 
make a fashion statement on Sunday Morning. Just l ike  
the fig  tree God expects us to accept the  responsibi lity 
of service in  the kingdom. I f  we are  to take  this parable 
at  face  va lue we are  going to have to conclude that God 
is not  happy with believers who don’t produce fruit .  

This parable immediately fol lows Jesus ta lking about  
judgment upon those who are not repentant.  In verse 5 
he says,  “Unless you repent, you too will  a ll  perish.”  
From that statement Luke continues , “Then he told this  
parable.” It  seems obvious that this parable is  given as 
warning to those who can’t  quite get close enough to the  
Lord to begin producing fruit  in keeping with the kind 
of tree they c laim to be.  

Another aspect of this story is  the man whose 
responsibil ity  it  was to tend to the  vineyard. He loved 
every tree and vine . He didn’t  want to see any of  them 
perish so he pleaded with the owner of the  vineyard to 
give him one more year to work the soi l around the tree 
and to ferti l ize to give i t  nourishment with the  hope  that 
the tree would respond and begin to bear  fruit .  



Can you see how the man who tended the vineyard 
is  just  l ike a pastor or spir itual leader who doesn’t  want 
any of the ones to perish that they are responsible to 
care for . God has put  you in the  heart o f a  pastor  who 
prays for you and offers spir itual nourishment along 
with nutrients for your soul  from the word of  God.  

God is cal ling us to respond to the care of  our 
spir itual leaders .  
 

Prayer:   Lord, it ’ s  not always easy  to humbly accept the 
care of one who watches for  my soul , but  help me to 
submit to that  oversight. Amen.  

 

Message:  God has put you in the heart of a pastor who 
prays for you and offers spir itual nourishment along 
with nutrients  for your soul  from the word of  God.  
 

Affirmation: I know that God has appointed leaders in  
the kingdom to equip me to be a productive servant  
therefore I wil l  pay c lose attention to what they are 
teaching.   
 

Reflection:  Two aspects of kingdom l ife are brought  out  
in this parable . First  is  the responsibil ity  of every  
kingdom member to be product ive ; and second is that 
God has appointed keepers of  the vineyard to work with 
the trees and vines to make them productive.  How does 
that speak to you?  
 

My Thoughts :   

________________________________
________________________________
________________________________
________________________________
________________________________  



Day Nineteen 

 

The Value of the Kingdom 
 

The kingdom of  heaven is l ike a  treasure hidden in a  
fie ld. When a man found it ,  he hid it  again, and then in 
his joy went and sold all  he had and bought that f ie ld.  
Again, the kingdom of heaven is l ike a merchant looking 
for f ine pearls .  When he found one of great value, he  
went away and sold everything he had and bought it .    

–  Matthew 13:45 -46 

 

Many 21 s t  century Christians need to learn the 
meaning of  these two parables. Far too many evangelist ic  
enthusiasts have reduced the kingdom to nothing more  
than a fire  escape that  is  accessed by repeat ing a magic 
formula.  Simply  recite a certain confession and you have  
your eternal  merit  badge making you secure  for eternity .  

The parables portray many aspects of the kingdom, 
but these two verses  stand alone in portraying what the 
kingdom should mean to us . Whether it  is  a  secret  
treasure,  or  a  pearl  of  great price,  the  message is  the  
same. The treasure (kingdom) cost the finder  al l  he  had 
in the world.  

That is  exactly what the kingdom of God costs those 
who would become its  cit izens. It  costs al l  that you are 
and al l  that you have in the world. If  you try to hold on 
to any of the world around you the  kingdom of  heaven 
is st i l l  not in your grasp.  

One very wealthy young man who asked Jesus how to  
obtain eternal l ife  was told that he must se ll  all  that he  
had and give  it  to the  poor.  That young man walked away 
sad,  not  because  of what he had,  but  because of what 
had him.  



There is no such thing as c it izens of convenience in 
the kingdom of  God. Either you are seriously  committed 
to kingdom cit izenship or you have not yet  bec ome a 
cit izen.  It ’ s  just  that s imple .  

What do you own that t ies your cit i zenship to this  
world? Or the better question is “What stands between 
you and being sold out for  God?” Jesus  sa id,  “If  a man 
would come after me he must deny himself [and all  that  
he has]  take  up his cross  and follow me” (Matthew 
16:24) . Ask yoursel f  what else you must surrender to 
secure the hope of c it i zenship in the kingdom of heaven.  
 

Prayer:  Lord, the kingdom is of the greatest  value, give  
me a wi ll ing heart  to surrender a ll  for  this  treasure.  In 
Jesus name, amen.  

 

Message:  There is no such thing as c it izens of  
convenience in the kingdom of God. Either you are 
seriously committed to kingdom cit izenship or you have  
not yet become a c it i zen. It ’ s  just  that s imple.  
 

Affirmation:  I  have seen the value  of the  kingdom and 
have committed al l  that I have and a ll  that I  am to the 
purpose of being effect ive in kingdom service.  
 

Reflection:  Give some thought to the statement, "There 
is no such thing as cit izens of convenience in the 
kingdom of God."  What does that mean to you? Do you 
feel that a person can be in the kingdom of God and not  
be committed to the pr inciples of kingdom life?  
 

My Thoughts :  

________________________________
________________________________
________________________________
________________________________  



Day Twenty  

 

End of the Age is Separation Time  
 

Once again, the kingdom of heaven is l ike a net that was 
let  down into the lake and caught all  kinds of f ish. When 
it  was ful l ,  the fishermen pulled it  up on the shore. Then 
they sat down and col lected the good fish in baskets , but  
threw the bad away. This  is  how it  wi l l  be at  the end of 
the age. The angels wi ll  come and separate the wicked 
from the righteous and throw them into the fiery  
furnace,  where  there wil l  be  weeping and gnashing of  
teeth. –  Matthew 12:47 -50 

 

In the early years of my ministry  I  was  a member of 
a very  conservat ive  group which had very  def inite ideas 
of what constituted the Christian li festyle and how a 
Christ ian should look.  They had a  saying that kind of  
goes with this passage.  It  was,  “You’ve got to catch the 
f ish before you can c le an them.”  

I’ve learned a few things since then and one of the 
things I ’ve learned is  in response  to that statement. It  
is ,  “It ’s  not our job to clean the fish.” One of  the faults  
I ’ve found among bel ievers i s  the tendency to make the  
judgment cal l  of who i s  and who isn’t  a  true  believer.  It  
is  our  job to present the gospel it  i sn’t  our job to c lean 
f ish.  

Jesus told another parable of a farmer that had an 
enemy sow weeds in his f ie ld after he had sown wheat.  
Jesus said we must al low the wheat  and the  weeds to 
grow together lest  we ruin the wheat.  I  am afraid that  I  
have seen a lot of wheat destroyed because some zealot 
tried to rid the f ield (church) of weeds before the  
harvest .  

In this passage Jesus seems to be trying to tel l  us that  
we should keep our minds on the important issues and 



allow him to be the  judge of  who is  and who isn’t  a part 
of the kingdom.  

That doesn’t  mean we should be unwise about who 
is  placed in posit ions of authority , but we must be 
careful  that  in  our zeal  to protect the church we de stroy 
precious people who are in the process of  becoming 
kingdom cit izens.  

Love much, serve well  and be generous with grace.  
That is  a formula to follow in living the grace fi l led l ife  
and in discipl ing others in this walk of faith.  
 

Prayer:  Lord,  I tend to judge a person by what I  see,  but  
you can see much deeper than I.  Grant  me the grace of  
tolerance.  Amen.  

 

Message:  Love much, serve wel l and be generous with 
grace. That is  a  formula to fol low in l iv ing the grace 
fi l led li fe  and in discipling others in t his walk of fa ith.  
 

Affirmation: I have learned to l ive a  grace f i l led l ife  by  
loving much, serving well and being generous with grace.   
 

Reflection:  Can you identify with the  concept  of  feel ing 
the need to c lean the  f ish before they are caught? What 
about the question of whether we should clean the fish 
at all ?  If  you could say about yourself  that  you love  
much, serve well  and are generous with grace, what  
would you be saying?  
 

My Thoughts :  

________________________________
________________________________
________________________________
________________________________  



Day Twenty One 

 

The Kingdom is a Storehouse of Truth  

 

He said to them, “therefore every teacher of the law who 
has been instructed about the kingdom of heaven is l ike  
the owner of a  house  who brings out  of his  storeroom 
new treasures  as wel l as old.” –  Matthew 13:52  

 

We don’t know if  Jesus  actually  gave the parables of  
Matthew 13 in the order that they are recorded or if  
Matthew just grouped together a number of kingdom 
parables gleaned from a  var iety of teaching occasions. 
That being sa id there is  merit  to looking c losely at  this 
the last  of the parables  in this group.  

There were certain concepts and aspects of the 
kingdom that Jesus wanted to impress  upon his 
followers  and he taught them in t hese parables of  
Matthew 13.  

In review, chapter 13 begins, “That same day Jesus 
went out  of  the house and sat by the lake . Such large 
crowds gathered around him that he got into a boat 
and sat in it ,  while al l  the people  stood on the shore.  
Then he told them many things in parables”  (verses1 -
3) .  

Some of the concepts Jesus was teaching:  

o Keep sowing the word of God in the field of 
the word –  some of it  wil l land on good 
ground. –  verses 3 -23 

o The enemy will always try to destroy the 
harvest so don’t become sidetracked or 
discouraged, God will take care of it . –  
verses 24-30, 37-43 

o The kingdom growth is amazing compared to 
human effort that goes into it.  –  verses 31 -33 



o Kingdom treasure will cost you everything. –  
verses 44-46 

o Don’t judge people, let God do that.  –  verses 
47-50 

o And finally,  keep up to date with what God 
is doing and don’t forget what he has already 
done. –  verse 52 

We are to be ever learning the truths that  God is 
revealing as we store up the treasures of the kingdom. 
Past truth is  va luable in understanding current truth.  
We must  be prepared to share both the old and the 
new.  

 

Prayer:   Lord,  grant me the grace to be  faithful  to 
kingdom principles while passing through this world. In 
Jesus name, amen.  

 

Message:  We are to be ever learning the truths that 
God is reveal ing as we store up the treasures  of the 
kingdom. Past truth is valuable in understanding 
current truth. We must be prepared to share both the 
old and the new.  

 

Affirmation: I have realized the value of s toring up 
kingdom truth in my mind,  therefore I  spend time in 
God's word studying and meditat ing upon it ' s  precepts .   
 

Reflection:  Give some thought to each of  the parables  
of  Matthew 13 making a  point to apply  each of  them to 
some aspect of your kingdom walk.  
 

My Thoughts :  

________________________________
________________________________
________________________________
________________________________  



Day Twenty Two 

 

Why Are You Afraid?  

Do You Still Have No Faith?  
 

He got up,  rebuked the wind and said to the waves ,  
“Quiet!  Be st i l l !”  Then the wind died down and it  was  
completely ca lm. He sa id to his  disciples , “Why are you 
so afraid? Do you st i l l  have no faith?” –  Mark 4:39-40 

 

When we are t ired is when we are most l ikely to let  
our frustrations be known. Being human, Jesus was t ired 
when this event took place.  He had just ministered 
during a long day and now had instructed the disciples 
to take him across the lake .  

Once the boat was out  on the  lake,  Jesus fe ll  into a  
deep sleep. While  he slept  a  storm arose with such 
violence that these sea soned f isherman became afraid 
for their l ives.  They shook him awake and said,  
“Teacher, don’t  you care if  we drown?”  

How foolish!  Didn’t they know who he was? Was God 
going to let  him drown? If  he was going to survive, surely 
they would too.  But they weren ’ t  thinking of that. They 
were thinking of  the wind and the  waves.  They were  
thinking of how cold the water would be and how far  
they were from land. They were thinking th ey were about 
to die .  

Just  a short t ime ago the disciples  were amazed at the 
mirac les  and awed at his wisdom as he inspired them to 
serve the kingdom of  God. But that was before the  
storm. The combinat ion of darkness,  the wind, and the  
waves , had gotten their  mind off  the other events of the  
day and now they were concerned for  their l i fe .  

I  can almost see Jesus  as  he was awakened from a 
deep sleep and the rest  he so desperately  needed was 
disturbed. He was probably  more than just a l itt le  



perturbed as  he stood facing the storm and commanded 
it  to be st i l l .  As the  storm broke up and the wave s calmed 
he turned to his disciples and showed his frustrat ion,  
“Why are you so afra id? Do you sti l l  have no faith?”  

I  am convicted that on occasion I have been as  those  
disciples . Tria ls ,  struggles and adverse circumstances  
have gotten my mind off  the goodness of  God and my 
confidence has  waned as I  faced things that  I  knew were  
bigger than me. Every  t ime I turn to God in fear he 
responds in love,  sometimes with a  gentle rebuke, but  
always in  love .  
 

Prayer:  Lord, help me to see your grace above the storms 
I face.  Amen.  

 

Message:  Tr ials,  strugg les and adverse  circumstances can 
get our mind off  the goodness of  God and our 
confidence can wane as  we face things that we know were 
bigger than us. Every t ime we turn to God in fear he 
responds in love,  sometimes with a  gentle rebuke, but  
always in  love .  
 

Affirmation: I pract ice putting my trust in God before 
the trials come so that I am already trust ing him when I  
am faced with unexpected diff icult ies.  
 

Reflection:  Many of us  get caught up in the moment and 
forget  who is in the boat with us . Can you remember a  
t ime when circumstances were scary and you called on 
Jesus?  
 

My Thoughts :  

________________________________
________________________________
________________________________
________________________________  



Day Twenty Three  

 

New Wine and New Ways  
 

No one sews a patch of  un -shrunk c loth on an old 
garment, for the patch will  pul l away from the garment, 
making the tear worse.  Neither do men pour new wine 
into old wineskins . If  they do, the  skins wil l  burst ,  the 
wine wil l  run out and the wineskins wil l  b e ruined.  No, 
they pour wine into new wineskins , and both are  
preserved.  –  Matthew 9:16 -17 

 

This new c loth and new wine passage is found in 
Matthew, Mark and Luke.  It  was spoken in response  to 
the question by John 's disc iples concerning fasting.  
John’s disciples  were asking why the  disc iples of  Jesus  
didn’t  fast ,  or another  way of asking is ,  “Why don’t your 
followers  do it  the way we do?”  

The answer Jesus  gave  was in  two parts .  The f irst  part 
dealt  with the concept of celebrating  with the 
bridegroom until  the  bridegroom is gone.  The second 
part deals with the idea of  a new way to do things.  

In giving the parables  of new cloth and new wine 
Jesus was t rying to te ll  al l  who would hear that he was 
doing a new thing and i f  they were going to participate 
they had to real iz ing that new things require  new ways .  

That was one of the problems the re lig ious leaders  
had with Jesus . They were very happy with rel igion just  
as it  was , thank you very much. Neither the priests ,  the 
Pharisees nor the Sadducees wanted anything to change; 
it  had taken them too long to get things set the way they 
were.  

In a prophecy about things to come Isaiah wrote ,  
“Forget the former things; do not dwell  on the past .  See,  
I am doing a new thing!  Now it  sp rings  up;  do you not  



perceive it ?  I  am making a way in the desert and streams 
in the waste land” (43:18 -19) .  

The message now is as it  was then; Don’t become so 
attached to the way you did it  yesterday that  you miss  
what God is wanting to do today. God is do ing a new 
thing today and much of what we see we do not  
understand.  Some things we see stretch our theology to 
the point destroying the fabric it self .  We need wisdom 
to know what to hold to and what to give up.  

 

Prayer:  Lord, I don’t  want to be a  hindrance  to what  
you want to do, and I don’t want to embrace foolishness 
either. I  need your wisdom.  

 

Message:  The message  now is as it  was  then; Don’t 
become so attached to the way you did it  yesterday that 
you miss what God is  wanting to do today.  

 

Affirmation: Yesterday was a great  t ime, but God has  
something new for  me today and I know that in order to 
get the new I must be wil l ing to turn loose of the old.   

 

Reflection:  It  is  often said that God is going to do a new 
thing, yet ,  we continue to expe ct him to do what he has 
done in the past .  If  God is going to use new wine skins 
for his new wine, and if  we are the wine skins , what must 
we do to become that  new wine skin?  

 

My Thoughts :  

________________________________
________________________________
________________________________
________________________________  



Day Twenty Four  

 

A Leader Risks His Reputation 
 

One of  the synagogue rulers,  named Ja irus,  came there.  
Seeing Jesus , he fel l  a t  his  feet,  and pleaded earnestly  
with him, “My litt le  daughter is  dying. P lease come and 
put your hands on her so that she wil l  be healed and 
l ive.”  So Jesus  went with him. -  Mark 5:22-24 

 

It  is  interesting how tradition and protocol mean a 
lot  to us , unti l  we face a l ife  threatening s ituation,  then 
all  caut ion is  thrown to the wind.  Ja irus had probably  
observed Jesus from a distance and he might  even have 
thought,  “It  would be good if  he was indeed the Messiah, 
but from al l  I  have learned he couldn’t  poss i bly be the 
one.”  Standing back, weighing the  issues ,  he made no 
move toward Jesus unt il  he got word that  his  daughter  
was s ick and dying.  

With his  daughters l ife  at  stake tradit ion and 
protocol no longer seemed important . He humbly came 
to Jesus and in Luke ’s account, “fel l  at  Jesus’  feet,  
pleading with him” (8:40) . Desperate t imes cal l  for  
desperate measures .  

At that  moment it  made no difference that  Jesus  did 
not f it  into his  neatly  ordered picture of  the Messiah.  
He did not  care about  what his  peers in t he synagogue 
thought;  his  daughter  was dying and he had to get the  
attention of Jesus.  

Jesus saw the desperate hoping and fol lowed Jairus  
to his house. In the next few verses of this passage we 
learn that they arrived at the house too late. The girl  
had died and the mourners had already arr ived. Jesus  
looked at Ja irus, the man who had r isked it  a ll ,  and sa id,  
“Don’t  be  afra id, just  believe.”  Those few words spoke 
hope in a desperate situation.  



What desperate circumstances are you fac ing today?  
What are you will ing to risk to see God intervene in your 
circumstances? Is protocol  more important than 
provis ion? Is tradition more important than 
transformation? Is acceptance by your peers more  
important  than see ing God reveal  himself ?  

We live in a  desperate  t ime and if  we are to move 
forward into the arena in which God is moving today we 
must be will ing to surrender all  to follow him. To grow 
in God we must be wil ling to go with God.  

 

Prayer:  Lord,  grant me the grace to be  wil ling  to fol low 
you even when it  means risking friends and influence.  
In Jesus name, amen.  

 

Message:  We l ive in a  desperate t ime and if  we are to 
move forward into the arena in which God is  moving 
today we must  be will ing to surrender a ll  to fol low him. 
To grow in God we must be wil l ing to go with God.  

 

Affirmation:  I  have forsaken tradition and have  lost  
relationships that I might fol low Jesus wherever he leads 
and it  has been worth the cost.  

 

Reflection:  How has your l ife  been restricted by 
tradition, protocol and peer acceptance? How would 
your l ife  change i f  you did not fee l the pressure  to 
conform to those things?  

 

My Thoughts :  

________________________________
________________________________
________________________________
________________________________  



Day Twenty Five  

 

Jesus Made a Prayer Request  
 

When he saw the crowds, he had compassion on them, 
because they were harassed and helpless ,  l ike sheep 
without a  shepherd. Then he said to his  disc iples , “The 
harvest is  plenti ful but the workers are few. Ask the Lord 
of the harvest ,  therefore, to send out workers into his 
harvest f ie ld. –  Matthew 9:36 -37 

 

I remember driving through a certa in area of town 
where I was l iv ing many years ago and seeing the people . 
It  fe lt  l ike I was looking past the broken down cars and 
houses with paint peeling off .  I  could see children 
playing, making do with what litt le  they had,  and I was 
moved with compassion for them.  

Jesus must have felt  that same compassion as he  
traveled from vi llage to vi l lage heal ing every disease and 
preaching the good news of the kingdom of God. Our 
passage today says,  “When he saw the crowds he was 
moved with compassion.” The point is  he looked past  
the obvious and saw something that others did not see.  

Looking deep into the  soul of  those who gathered 
around him Jesus saw that the people fe lt  harassed by 
life . He saw that they felt  helpless to change their 
circumstances, and he saw that they had no leader.  
There was no shepherd guide to lead them into a secure 
place.  

I  can almost see the pain in his face as  he turns to  
his disciples and with a plea from a hurt ing heart he 
cries out,  “Pray!  Ask the Lord of the harvest to send out 
workers into his harvest f ie ld.”  

Have you prayed that  prayer? When you see your 
neighbors ,  your co -workers,  the  people  at  the 
supermarket , are you moved with compassion? There is  



pain and brokenness  al l  around us and we don’t see it  i f  
we are a lways  wrapped up in what  we want to get done 
for ourselves.  

Jesus is  cal l ing us to do two things. F irst ,  he is call ing 
us to look at the people around us and to see into their  
soul . See the  hurt  and helpless  person inside of  them. 
Then he calls  us to pray. Not a casual prayer but a 
focused and directed prayer that  God wil l  send someone 
to give them the  good news of the  kingdom –  then be  
prepared to go.  
 

Prayer:   Lord, help me to see what you saw, be moved 
with compassion and to put feet to my compassion.  In 
Jesus name.  

 

Message:  Jesus is  cal l ing us to do two things . First ,  he is  
call ing us to look at  the people around us and to see 
into their soul . See the hurt and helpless person inside 
of them. Then he cal ls  us to pray.  Not a  casual prayer 
but a focused and directed prayer that  God wil l  send 
someone to give them the good news of the kingdom.  
 

Affirmation: I  have  seen the harassed,  helpless,  
wandering masses  and I am committed to serving in the  
kingdom harvest .   
 

Reflection:  Jesus  looked beyond the obvious and saw the 
depth of the  hurt ing people  around him. Do you feel  the 
pain of those hurting people? I f  you don't  begin to pray 
that the Lord wil l  send forth laborers into the harvest .  
 

My Thoughts :  

________________________________
________________________________
________________________________
________________________________  



Day Twenty Six  

 

Jesus Answers His Own Prayer Request  
 

He cal led his  twelve disciples  to him and gave them 
authority to drive out evil  spir its and to heal every  
disease and sickness . –  Matthew 10:1  

 

Chapter 9 concludes with Jesus tel l ing his  disciples  
to pray for laborers in  the fields of the Lord. Chapter  
10 begins with Jesus  answering that prayer request by  
empowering his disc iples and sending them into the 
harvest .  

I  was  just  13 when I had a dream that has af fected 
my li fe .  It  was the  dream of  a  chi ld.  My father  and I  were  
pilots in a war that ended life  on earth. We flew old 
biplanes from another  era. I  c lear ly remember landing 
the planes on a deserted airstr ip and there was no one 
around except my father and I.  I  had the sense that there 
had been a nuclear war and that the onl y survivors in  
the world were my father and I.   

Then al l  at  once I  was s truck with the  real izat ion that  
all  of these people had died and so few of them knew 
Jesus as  their savior .  

At that moment I woke up with tears on my cheeks.  
That night I spent much time in prayer for  those who 
didn’t know Jesus. It  was probably that prayer, and 
others l ike it ,  that brought me to the realizat ion that I  
had to do something besides just  pray for people.  

When we are moved with compassion for the lost  
God wil l  speak to our  heart and give us a miss ion to 
fulfi l l .  Long ago a young shoe salesman attended a 
gospel  meeting.  In that meeting the speaker said, “It  i s  
yet to be  seen what  one man can accomplish who is 
total ly sold out to the Lord.” The young shoe salesman 



answered that  challenge and said to himself ,  “I’ l l  be  that 
man.” That young man was Dwight L.  Moody.  

That was over 150 years ago and the effect of his  
ministry can sti l l  be fe l t .  God is ca ll ing men and women 
into his  f ie lds  of labor today and he is st i l l  looking for  
those who will  accept the challenge of being total ly  sold 
out to the cause .  

What could God do with you i f  you accepted that 
challenge? Are you will ing  go where he leads and do 
what he asks?  

 

Prayer:   Father, he lp me to have a continuing awareness 
of the ca l l  of the harvest and to serve you there. In Jesus  
name, amen.  

 

Message:  When we are moved with compassion for the  
lost  God wil l  speak to our heart  and give us  a miss ion 
to fulfi l l .  

 

Affirmation: I have  seen the crowds and have been 
moved with compassion. I prayed the Lord to send 
laborers into the harvest . . .  and he sent me.   

 

Reflection:  Over 150 years ago Dwight L Moody heard 
the call  to be the man God could use to change his 
generation. Have you l i stened carefully to see i f  he might 
be cal ling you?  

 

My Thoughts :  

________________________________
________________________________
________________________________
________________________________  



Day Twenty Seven  

 

The Kingdom of Heaven is Near  
 

As you go,  preach this message:  The kingdom of  heaven 
is near. Heal the sick, raise the dead, cleanse those who 
have leprosy , dr ive  out  demons.  Freely  you have 
received, freely g ive . –  Matthew 10:7 -8 

 

The term, “Kingdom of God,” has a var iety of  
meanings, depending upon the rel igious orientation of  
a person. In Judaism it  means establishing God’s rule  
throughout the world headquartered in Jerusalem. In 
Islam all  that is  in the world is God’s and thus we are in 
the kingdom of  God now. In Baha’i ’  there  is  belief  in  a 
state of spiritual ity  that one attains  to through 
discipl ined character and that state offers entrance to 
the kingdom of God.  

Within each of these traditions there is  a common 
thread of hope for a better future. In each religious 
tradition it  is  taught that through di ligent effort one 
enters a state of spiritual ity that raises one to a level of  
peace and equanimity. Through human effort one 
attains the kingdom.  

In Christ ianity  there  is  also hope in kingdom reality ,  
but the approach is  much different.  In o ur faith we 
understand that man cannot enter the kingdom of God 
by his own efforts.  A disc iplined life  and moral  
character are noble tra its,  but a lone they do not afford 
entry into God’s kingdom.  

There is but one way that one enters God’s Kingdom. 
Jesus to ld  Nicodemus in John 3, “No one can enter the  
kingdom of God unless he is born again.”  We enter 
God’s kingdom by his grace, through faith in Jesus who 
is  the Christ  of reconcil iation (Ephesians 2:8, 2  



Corinthians 5:19) . Apostle Peter told us there is  no 
other way to God (Acts  4:12) .  

As we hear  the message of  the kingdom of  God, it  is  
near us , very  near us . But we are not  in the kingdom by 
hearing or by doing good; we enter the kingdom by being 
born of the Spir it  ( John 3:5) .   

The message of the kingdom is g ood news to those of 
us  who have heard,  believed and received i t .  We who 
have been born into this kingdom have been born into  
a l iv ing hope (1 Peter 1:3) .   
 

Prayer:   Father,  I  thank you for leading me through the  
morass of relig ions to the sure hope that i s  in Christ  
Jesus. Amen.  

 

Message:  A discipl ined li fe  and moral character are 
noble  trait s,  but a lone they do not  afford entry into 
God’s  kingdom. We enter God’s  kingdom by his grace , 
through fa ith in Jesus who is the Christ  of reconcil iat ion 
(Ephesians 2:8, 2 Corinthians 5:19) . Apost le Peter told 
us there is  no other way to God (Acts  4:12).  
 

Affirmation: I have heard of  the kingdom of God. I 
believed what  I heard and I have taken the action step 
of  putt ing my faith  in Christ .  Now the kingdom of  God 
is within me.  
 

Reflection:  Every major re lig ion has  a teaching about  
how one enters God's kingdom. What is  it  about  
Christ ianity  that  is  different than al l  the  other  rel igions?  
 

My Thoughts :  

________________________________
________________________________
________________________________
________________________________  



Day Twenty Eight  

 

Invest in Worthy People  

 

Whatever town or vi l lage you enter, search for some 
worthy person there and stay at  his house  unti l  you 
leave.  As you enter the home, g ive it  your gree ting. If  
the home is deserving,  let  your peace rest  on it ;  i f  it  i s  
not, let  your peace return to you.  –  Matthew 10:11 -13 

 

Years ago Jane and I ran a transit ional program for 
homeless famil ies.  One day a  man showed up at  our 
off ice wanting a place to live.  The pastor  of  a  local  
church had pulled up to the front  of  our bui lding ,  
dropped of  the homeless man and drove away.  

This pastor was typica l  of  so many people who have 
been burned so much by investing in unworthy people  
that they have just  given up try in g to help the 
desperately  needy at  al l .  This  brother had forgotten how 
to f ind worthy people in which to invest his resources .  

Jesus is  instruct ing his  disc iples to serve those who 
wil l receive them and don’t overinvest in people who 
won’t receive the message. He was tel l ing them to go 
from vi llage  to vil lage and from house  to house with the  
message of hope the  kingdom offered. Those who 
received them would be benefactor of  kingdom grace;  
healing of  s ickness  and del iverance from spiritual 
bondage would be their blessing.  

I  was on the  way to church one day and saw a  couple  
digging in a dumpster to find something they could sel l  
to buy food. I stopped and asked if  they wanted 
something to eat. They moved toward my van as I 
offered, “Come with me to church and afterward I’ l l  
take you to get something to eat .”  

You’d think I  was offering them a snake.  They backed 
up and said,  “No, that’s a lr ight,  we’ ll  manage.” They 



were hungry , but  they weren’t  wi l l ing to walk into the 
l ight to get food.  I  could have invested a  lot  of t ime and 
energy in try ing to get them to receive  the bread of l i fe  
I was offer ing them, but they weren’t  ready so I moved 
on.  

Jesus told the disciples  to knock on the door and if  
they aren’t  received go to the next door and keep going 
until  someone received them.  

 

Prayer:  Lord, grant me wisdom to discern those who will  
hear and the grace to offer  them the kingdom. In Jesus  
name, amen.  

 

Message:  Jesus told the disciples to knock on the door 
and if  they aren’t  received go to the next door and keep 
going until  someone received them. He was te ll ing them 
to invest in  worthy people.  
 

Affirmation: I have realized that  I  have  l imited physical  
energy and resources  so I try to be  careful  not to invest  
in those who are  not  ready for  the change God wants  to 
effect in their  l ives .   
 

Reflection:  How do we determine who is  a worthy 
person and who is an unworthy person? Is it  in how they 
dress, or how they look, or how they smell ?  Does it  have 
something to do with their economic c ircumstances? It  
is  not a science and we al l  make mistakes , but  always  be  
looking for that  person who is hungry to f ind an answer 
and offer them the answer.  
 

My Thoughts :  

________________________________
________________________________
________________________________
________________________________  



Day Twenty Nine  

 

Be Wise As Snakes and Harmless As Doves  
 

I  am sending you out like sheep among wolves.  
Therefore  be as  shrewd as  snakes and as  innocent as  
doves . Be on your guard against  men; they wil l  hand you 
over to the local counci ls  and f log you in their  
synagogues . –  Matthew 10:16 -17 

 

I don’t  know if  one can be wise enough to avoid the  
wolves , and the commiss ion to be both shrewd and 
innocent almost seems to be a contradict ion of terms.  
Yet, there it  is ;  the disc iples  are be ing charged to be wise  
as serpents yet  harmless as doves.  

The wolves Jesus was warning of  are the  re ligious 
leaders who wil l  not accept change. When they meet 
truth on the street these leaders f irst  wi l l  consider  
whether that truth fi ts into their neatly  structured 
system of theology. If  the truth does f it  their theological  
tradition then they embrace it ;  if  it  does  not f it  they find 
a way to denigrate it .  

Those who would deny Jesus as the Christ  because it  
upsets their belie f system are wolves seeking to destroy 
those who do embrace Jesus as the Christ .  Jesus warned 
to be on guard against these folks .  

We face much of the  same attitude  today, except it  
comes from a different sort  of bel ief system. The most 
common belief system in our land today is moral  
relativism. This system of thought is  born in the stream 
of  secular  humanism which does not  al low for  a  supreme 
law giver and which dec lares that whatever you believe 
is your truth.  

Those who have  this  belief  system are tolerant of  
what anyone else bel ieves, as long as the other person 
does not be lieve in absolute truth which is exclusive 



(meaning only those who bel ieve that truth). That is  why 
Christ ianity  and Christians are he ld in disdain.  

 For those of us who believe the Bible is  the exclusive  
guide to God we must  bel ieve Acts 4:12,  “Salvat ion is 
found in no one e lse , for  there is  no other name under 
heaven given to men by which we mus t  be saved.”  

When you embrace Jesus  as  the Christ  and as  the 
only way to God you must expect to be persecuted,  
sometimes to the point of reject ion, physical assault ,  
and for  some, death. We must  be shrewd and wise.  
 

Prayer:   Lord,  Help me to openly share t he truth of  
Christ  and to do that in the least  offensive way. In Jesus  
name, amen.  

 

Message:  When you embrace Jesus as the  Christ  and as  
the only way to God you must  expect  to be  persecuted,  
sometimes to the point of reject ion, physical assault ,  
and for  some, death. We must  be shrewd and wise.  
 

Affirmation:  I  have chosen to accept Jesus as the Christ  
of God and I am prepared to pay the price for embracing 
this faith, whatever that price may be.  
 

Reflection:  Even though we know Jesus to be the only  
way to God we must  be wise in  how we approach those  
who do not  share  that  fa ith.  It  would be good to g ive 
some thought to how you might share Jesus to those of  
another fa ith.  
 

My Thoughts :  

________________________________
________________________________
________________________________
________________________________  



Day Thirty  

 

The Cost of Discipleship 
 

Anyone who loves  his Father or  mother  more  than me is  
not worthy of me; anyone who loves his  son or daughter  
more than me is not worthy of me; and anyone who does 
not take his cross and fol low me is not worthy of me.  
Whoever finds his l ife  wil l  lose  it ,  and whoever loses  his  
l ife  for  my sake wil l  f ind it .  –  Matthew 10:37 -39 

 

I have been blessed in that none of  my family has  
rejected me because of my fa ith in Christ ,  but that i s  
not the case with many believers around the world today.  
We get reports regular ly of people who are being severely 
persecuted for their  faith in Christ .  Famil ies are  
divided, bel ievers are beaten and some are martyred for  
their fa ith.  

There is a  passage in Hebrews 11 which ta lks about  
people  of faith who “were stoned; they were sawed in 
two; they were put to death by the sword… they 
wandered in deserts,  and mountains, and  in caves and 
holes  in  the ground. These were a ll  commended for  their  
faith, yet none of them received what  had been 
promised.”  

It  has  been sa id that  the grace of  God is free, but it  
cost him every - thing.  The truth is that God freely  gives  
grace to those who believe , but it  wi l l  cost believers  
everything as wel l .  Oh, I don’t  mean that every bel iever  
must give up a ll  of their possess ions to fol low Christ ,  
but if  that  i s  what  it  takes then that must  be done.  

The picture of the path of faith has been painted i n 
such rosy  hues to attract new believers that  the true path 
itsel f  is  not eas ily recognized. This walk of fa ith is not a  
stroll  in the park.  



There are discipl ines that we must adhere to and 
there are lifesty le i ssues that we must pay at tention to.  
I  chal lenge you today to ask yourself  the question:  What  
am I not wil ling to surrender for my fa ith? Would it  be  
relationships? Would i t   be things?  

Believers who keep Christ  in the c loset and l ive like 
the world are  not  the ones Jesus  was promising new life  
to .  Those who “bel ieve  in Christ” and continue seeking 
their own li fe  are  in danger of losing the  l ife  that Christ  
offers .  Whose li fe  do you seek –  yours  or his ?  
 

Prayer:   Lord, I know your grace is free, but it  isn ’t  
cheap. Grant  me the  grace to seek your l i fe  and not  my 
own life . In Jesus name, amen.  

 

Message:  It  has been said that the grace of God is free , 
but it  cost him every - thing. The truth is that God free ly  
gives grace  to those who believe,  but it  wi ll  cost be lievers  
everything as wel l .  
 

Affirmation: I  have  counted the cost and sti l l  I  am 
committed to following Jesus wherever he leads and 
whatever he leads me to do.   
 

Reflection:  We have been so concerned about ca l ling  
people  to accept Jesus as the Christ  that  we may not  have 
given them a fair  picture of what that means.  Jesus sa id 
we must be will ing to forsake family and friends to  
follow him. We must  a lso take up a cross of  service and 
commitment to fol low him.  
 

My Thoughts :  

________________________________
________________________________
________________________________
________________________________  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Tips On Leading A Small Group  

 

 We publish the Daily God Walk Study Guide Edition 
for those who want to  use this devotional as  a tool for  
leading small groups.  

 In the study guide edit ion there are four additional  
sections at the end of each devot ion:  Message , 
Aff irmat ion, Ref lection, and My Thoughts . below is an 
explanat ion of how to use each of them in a small group 
discuss ion.  

 

Message:  This is  the message   of the devotion for the  
day.  Ask the group to express  how they can see this  
principle in the  devotion then use that to kick off  the  
discuss ion.  

 

Affirmation:  The aff irmation is an example of how we 
can begin to internalize the pr inciple of the  devot ion.  
We can repeat the af firmat ion in a prayer  making it  
personal.  We can a lso just repeat it  throughout the day 
while g iving thought to the pr inciple.  

 

Reflection:  These s tatements and questions are 
designed to help guide discuss ion and make application 
of the devot ion in the daily l ife  of the partic ipant.  

 

My Thoughts:  This  section is  just  blank lines .  
Encourage your group to " Journal"  their thoughts on the  
devot ion each day. By writ ing out  the thoughts that  
come from the devot ion and the  discussion on the  
devot ion the  individuals wi l l  f ind that their  walk of faith 
is enhanced.  

 



 My experience is that we usual ly only make it  
through one or two of  the dai ly devot ions at one group 
setting, but it  is  good to encourage the group to work 
through the  pr inciple,  aff irmat ion, re flection and my 
thoughts section for each dai ly devotion at home.  

 

 For more information on using the Daily God Walk 
Study Guide Edition for small groups,  go online at :  

www.dai lygodwalk.org/small -groups   

  

We value  your comments on the Daily  God Walk.  It  
would be a blessing if  you sent us an email  with your 
comments about our program. Email  us at :  
paul@nhmresources.org    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.dailygodwalk.org/small-groups
mailto:paul@nhmresources.org


The Temptation Prayer 
 

 
A prayer to help growing followers of Christ  

overcome the temptations in their lives  

 

 
 
Most of us have a primary temptation that has 

plagued us for many years.  For too many of us that 
primary temptation has been our downfal l  and for 
many years we were defeated in this area.  

 
Now we are struggling to be free, but the 

temptation keeps coming back to us and it  becomes 
frustrating. We agree with Apostle Paul in Romans 
7:15, “ I  do not unders tand what I  do. For what I  want 
to do I  do not do, but  what I  hate I  do.”  Does that 
sound l ike you? I f  it  does,  the Temptation Prayer  
holds good news for you.  

 
Many years ago when I  was struggl ing with a n 

undesirable (sinful)  behavior pattern  in my l i fe I  went 
through a period of intensive searching. I  was making 
a moral inventory of myself  and was discouraged at 
what I  was discovering.  

 
When I  became fully aware that I  couldn’t  be 

victorious over this s inful behavior pattern  alone I  
realized that it  was only through the power of God 
that I  would ever be free.  

 
During that t ime I  discovered a very important 

passage of scr ipture. I t  was 2 Corinthians 12:7 -10. 
The part that  stood out to me was that When Paul 
appealed to God concerning his weaknes s,  or “thorn 



in my f lesh” as he cal led it ,  God simply told him, “My 
grace is  suff icient .”   

 
In God’s answer to Paul he gave us tremendous 

insight  into the process of l iv ing in victory over our 
addictions. In verse 9 God says,  “My power is  made 
perfect in weakness.”  God is  l iteral ly  tel l ing us that 
the weaker we are in any area, the stronger he 
becomes in us and i f  we wil l  re ly upon his strength he 
wil l  give us his  power to overcome.  

 
In gaining an understanding of this process God 

gave me a prayer  that has been vita l  in my 
restoration process and has helped many people that 
have used it  in their own restorat ion. I  cal l  i t  the 
temptation prayer.  It  provides a format for praying 
when we are being tempted in the area of our 
primary weakness. Here is  the prayer:  

 
 

The Temptation Prayer  

 
Father  God, I  come to you in weakness today. I  am 

being tempted by ___________ ___________. I  
cannot tel l  you that I  desire you above this thing, but 
I  desire this thing. If  I  did not desire it  I  would not be 
tempted, because James wrote, “Each one is  tempted 
when, by his own evil  desire,  he is  dragged away and 
enticed” ( James 1:14).  

 
I  now make a conscious decis ion of my wil l  to 

surrender this evi l  desire to you. Your Word says,  
“Submit yourselves,  then, to God. Resist  the devil ,  
and he wil l  f lee from you” (James 4:7).  Even though 
my desire is  for evi l ,  my decision is  to submit to you. 
I  know surrender my wil l  to you.  

 
I  ask you to take this evi l  desire from me. James 

also wrote, “You have not because you ask not” 



(James 4:2).  I  am asking that you take this desire 
from me.  

 
You have said,  “Ask and you shall  receive, seek and 

you shal l  f ind, knock and the door wil l  be opened to 
you” (Matthew 7:7).  Just know I  am asking, seeking 
and knocking at your door. Receive me into your 
presence and take this  desire from me in Jesus name.  

 
Now I  praise and thank you for answering my 

prayer.  Paul  told us “Do not be anxious about 
anything, but in everything, by prayer and petit ion, 
with thanksgiving present your request to God. And 
the peace of God, which transcends a l l  
understanding, wil l  guard your hearts and your minds 
in Christ  Jesus” (Phi l ippians 4:6 -7).  Therefore I  am 
giving you praise and thanksgiving for what  you are 
doing for me this very minute.  

 
Father  God, I  am thankful for your help. Th ank you 

for answering this prayer.  Thank you for receiving 
me. Thank you for the peace I  am feeling just now. 
Thank you for car ing fr iends and family.  I  g ive you 
praise for a l l  things,  in Jesus name, amen.  

 
<<-->> 

 
Pray this prayer as often as you need, many t imes 

an hour i f  necessary. You wil l  f ind that the more 
consistently you apply  this prayer in your t imes of 
temptation that the t imes of temptation wil l  become 
less frequent.  

 
It  is  not essent ial  that  you use th e exact wording 

given in this pamphlet ,  but it  is  important that you 
keep the essentia l  elements.  Let’s take a closer look 
at the prayer.  

 
 
 



Examining The Temptation Prayer  
 
Notice in the prayer that every point carries with 

it  a passage from the scripture . It  is  v ita l ly  important 
to commit passages of  scripture to memory so that 
you can use them in prayer and in your dai ly l i fe as 
you grow in the grace of God.  

 
Joshua began to realize the value of God’s word 

when the Lord gave him this instruction;  “Do not  let  
this Book of the Law depart from your mouth;  
meditate on it  day and night ,  so that  you may be 
careful to do everything written in i t .  Then you wil l  
be prosperous and successful”  (Joshua 1:8).  

 
 

“I  come to you in weakness” —we are acknowledging 
our inabil ity to overcome this temptation alone. 
(God’s power is  made perfect in weakness)  

 
“I cannot tell  you that I desire you above this thing, 

but I desire this thing”—This is being honest  with 

God. We honestly do not desire him when we are 

tempted. We may know that  we should desire him, but 

we must confess that  we desire the object  of our 

temptation at  that  moment.  

 
“I  now make a conscious decision of my wil l  to 
surrender this evi l  desire to you” —This vita l  step is  
important because we are making a conscious 
decision to surrender our wil l  over to God. This step 
is  absolutely necessary if  we are to l ive in victory 
over our undesirable behaviors .  

 
“I  ask you to take it  from me” —This part of the 
prayer implies  that you have already become wil l ing 
to have God remove this desire. Though you want it ,  
you have, by a choice of the wil l ,  decided to 
surrender it  to God. This is  s imply the asking part.  



God waits for  you to ask so he can do what  he does so 
well .  

 
“You have said”—When Jesus was tempted by the 

devil  in the wilderness  (Matthew 4) he said 

repeatedly,  “It  is  writ ten…” When we bring our 

peti t ions to God with his word i t  not only restates his 

promises, but i t  shows our commitment to him and his 

word.  

 
“Now I  praise and thank you for answering my 
prayer”—As we begin to praise God for his goodness 
and mercy His spirit  begins  to bring our hearts back 
to him. Al l  at  once we realize that the thing we desire 
is  him ,  and that the other thing is  not a temptatio n 
now.  

 
<<<->>> 

  
The purpose of this prayer is  to give you a tool to 

help you in your Christ ian walk.  If  you would l ike 
more information or if  you desire encouragement or 
fel lowship, feel free to contact us.  

 
 


