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Who You Are As  
A Child Of God 

 
Perhaps among the greatest 

disappointments to God has been our lack of 
understanding who we are. We very well know 
that we are sinners. Our faults, failures and 
limitations are glaringly before us. We have 
come to believe what the world has said we must 
be. Our environment, family, socio-economic 
level, and psychologists have all told us what we 
are and what we are to become. All of this is 
based upon the limited knowledge and reason of 
man. What follows is a gathering of scripture 
based ideas of what we are to God.  
 We have been held captive in a box that 
defines who we are as a person without God, 
and too often we carry that definition over into 
our life as a Christian. We forget that when we 
come to God we are “born again” and we 
become “new creations.” We are no longer held 
captive by the circumstances that have formed us 
into the person we have been; Who we are is 
now defined by the revelation of God’s will to 
us. 
 These pages contain over 100 confessions of 
faith based in Scripture. Read them often. 
Meditate upon them and God will make your 
way prosperous and successful (Joshua 1:8).  



Having received Christ in my heart and life –through Faith, 
repentance and Confession- I acknowledge who I am (my 
identity):  

 
1. I am His most wonderful Creation.  

❖ Ephesians 2:10 – For we are God’s workmanship, 
created in Christ Jesus to do good works, which 
God prepared in advance for us to do. 
 
I am God’s creation, God doesn’t make any trash; 
I am made in his image for his glory 

 
❖ Psalm 139:13-14 – For you created my inmost 

being; you knit me together in my mother’s womb. 
I praise you because I am fearfully and wonderfully 
made. 
 
The hand of the almighty has created me a unique 
specimen of his creative love – I will not cease to 
praise him for what he has done. 

 
2. I am in Christ, and Christ is in me  

❖ John 14:20 - “On that day you will realize that I 
am in my Father, and you are in me, and I am in 
you.” 
 
We have become one with Christ. If I can accept 
it, I am Christ to those in my world. 

 
3. I am a Child of God.  

❖ John 1:12 - “Yet to all who received him, to those 
who believed in his name, he gave the right to 
become children of God.” 
 
God has given me the right to become anything 
that a child of divine lineage can become. 



❖ 1 John 3:1 - “How great is the love the Father has 
lavished on us, that we should be called children 
of God!” 

 
We are both born and adopted by our Father; 
every promise he has given and is recorded in his 
word, is ours.   

 
4. I am a living Temple of God.  
❖ 1 Corinthians 3:16 - “Don’t you know that you 

yourselves are God’s temple and that God’s Spirit lives 
in you?” 

 
Religions around the world have built temples to 
house their gods and God has chosen to take up 
residence on the inside of his people; we are not 
only the people of God, we are the house of God. 

 
❖ 1 Corinthians 6:19 - “Do you not know that your 

body is a temple of the Holy Spirit, who is in you, 
whom you have received form God? You are not 
your own.” 
 
We made a trade. We were living in a house of 
decay with no eternal hope; God chose to give us a 
house not made by the will of man, or the hand of 
man, one that is eternal. As the temple of God we 
are blessed with eternal life. 

 
5. I am a Partaker of His Divine Nature.  

❖ 2 Peter 1:4 - “Through these he has given us his 
very great and precious promises, so that through 
them you may participate in the divine nature and 
escape the corruption in the world caused by evil 
desires.” 
 



As children of God we participate in the divine 
nature. We have been given access to the resources 
of divinity – to the extent that it is possible in the 
flesh, we have divine power. 
 

6. I am an extremely significant as a person.   
❖ Ephesians 2:10 - “For we are God’s workmanship, 

created in Christ Jesus…” 
 
All of the creative craftsmanship of God has been 
brought to bear in the creation of man, in his very 
image. 
 

❖ Psalm 139:14 - “I praise you because I am fearfully 
and wonderfully made…”  
 
Not only was the hand of God evident in the 
original man, he watches over the formation, birth 
and life of every person who comes into this 
world; there are no insignificant no-bodies to God. 

 
7. I am a joint-heir with Him of the Glory of the 

Father.              
❖ Romans 8:17 - “Now if we are children, then we 

are heirs – heirs of God and co-heirs with Christ, 
if indeed we share in his sufferings in order that 
we may also share in his glory.” 
 
In this becoming process as the children of God 
we are also becoming heirs and co-heirs with 
Christ. As we grow into the fullness of the stature 
of Christ God releases more of his glorious 
inheritance into our lives. 

 
 
 



8. I am a new person. 
❖ 2 Corinthians 5:17 - “Therefore, if anyone is in 

Christ, he is a new creation; the old has gone, the 
new has come.” 
 
Thank God I am a new creation; I am not what I 
want to be, neither am I what I was and I am not 
what I am going to be. I am a new creation that is 
becoming like him. 
 

❖ Ephesians 4:24“You were taught, with regard to 
your former way of life: to put off your old self, 
which is being corrupted by its deceitful desires; to 
be made new in the attitude of your minds; and to 
put on the new self, created to be like God in true 
righteousness and holiness.” 

 
The only way we can progress in this journey of 
becoming is to “put off” and “put on.” As we put 
off the old attitude, and adopt a new attitude we 
are becoming righteous and holy. 

 
9. I am dead to sin.  

❖ Romans 6:8-11 - “Now if we died with Christ, we 
believe that we will also live with him. For we 
know that since Christ was raised from the dead, 
he cannot die again; death no longer has mastery 
over him. The death he died, he died to sin once 
for all; but the life he lives, he lives to God. In the 
same way, count yourselves dead to sin but alive to 
God in Christ Jesus.” 
 
Just as Christ through his death defeated the hold 
of sin, so we through 

 
 



10. I am victorious over fear.  
❖ 2 Timothy 1:7 - “For God did not give us a spirit 

of timidity, but a spirit of power, of love and of 
self-discipline.” 
 
My confidence is in the power of God and I am 
not intimidated by this world 

 
11. I am full of goodness, knowledge and able to counsel.  

❖ Romans 15:14 - “I myself am convinced, my 
brothers, that you yourselves are full of goodness, 
complete in knowledge and competent to instruct 
one another.” 
 
God’s word rests in me, therefore it is has made 
me good and complete and able to counsel others. 

 
12. I am being conformed to His image. I am a prince. 

❖ Romans 5:17 - “For if, by the trespass of the one 
man, death reigned through that one man, how 
much more will those who receive God’s abundant 
provision of grace and of the gift of righteousness 
reign in and through the one man, Jesus Christ.” 

 
13. I am justified by faith.  

❖ Romans 5:1 - “Therefore, since we have been 
justified through faith, we have peace with God 
through our Lord Jesus Christ.” 
 
Justified: just as if I’d not sinned. What a thought. 

 
14. I am not ashamed of the gospel.  

❖ Romans 1:16 - “I am not ashamed of the gospel, 
because it is the power of God for the salvation of 
everyone who believes: first for the Jew, then for 
the Gentile” 



God’s grace and power in me has taken shame and 
fear out of my life. I am confident in him. 

 
15. I am born again.  

❖ John 3:3,5 - “I tell you the truth, unless a man is 
born of water and the Spirit, he cannot enter the 
kingdom of God.” 

 
16. I am His Ambassador.  

❖ 2 Corinthians 5:20 - “We are therefore Christ’s 
ambassadors, as though God were making his 
appeal through us. We implore you on Christ’s 
behalf: Be reconciled to God.” 

 
17. I am an earthen vessel of God's treasure. (II 

Corinthians 4:7)  
❖ 2 Corinthians 4:7 - “For our light and momentary 

troubles are achieving for us an eternal glory that 
far outweighs them all.” 

 
18.  I am a servant of the new covenant. (II Corinthians 

3:6) 
❖ 2 Corinthians 3:6 - “He has made us competent as 

ministers of a new covenant – not of the letter but 
of the Spirit; for the letter kills, but the Spirit gives 
life.” 

 
Characteristics of Being In Christ: 

 
1. I am forgiven of all sin  

❖ 1 John 2:12 - I write to you, dear children, because 
your sins have been forgiven on account of his 
name. 

 



❖ Colossians 2:12 - When you were dead in your sins 
and in the uncircumcision of your sinful nature, 
God made you alive with Christ. He forgave us all 
our sins. 

 

❖ Ephesians 1:7-8 - In him we have redemption 
through his blood, the forgiveness of sins, in 
accordance with the riches of God's grace that he 
lavished on us with all wisdom and understanding. 

 

2. I am loved immeasurably  

❖ John 3:16 - For God so loved the world that he 
gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes 
in him shall not perish but have eternal life. 

 

3. I am accepted in the Beloved 

❖ Ephesians 1:6 - To the praise of the glory of his 
grace, wherein he hath made us accepted in the 
beloved (KJV). 

 

4. I am pleasing to God 

❖ Colossians 1:10 - And we pray this in order that 
you may live a life worthy of the Lord and may 
please him in every way: bearing fruit in every 
good work, growing in the knowledge of God. 

 

5. I am complete  

❖ Colossians 1:28 - We proclaim him, admonishing 
and teaching everyone with all wisdom, so that we 
may present everyone perfect (complete) in Christ. 

 



❖ Colossians 2:10 - You have been given fullness in 
Christ, who is the head over every power and 
authority. 

 

6. I am righteous by His blood  

❖ 2 Corinthians 5:21 -God made him who had no sin to 
be sin for us, so that in him we might become the 
righteousness of God. 

 

7. I am holy and blameless  

❖ Colossians 1:22 - Now he has reconciled you by 
Christ's physical body through death to present you 
holy in his sight, without blemish and free from 
accusation. 

 

8. I am sanctified in the truth of God's word 

❖ John 17:17 - Sanctify them by the truth; your word is 
truth. 

 

 

9. I am a saint  

❖ Colossians 1:2 - To the saints and faithful brethren in 
Christ  which are at Colosse: Grace be unto you, and 
peace, from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. 
(KJV) 

 

❖ Philippians 1:1 - To all the saints In Christ Jesus at 
Philippi,  together with the overseers and deacons. 

 

❖ Ephesians 1:1 - To the saints in Ephesus, the faithful 
in Christ Jesus. 

 

10. I am as He is in this world 



❖ 1 John 4:17 - In this way, love is made complete 
among us so  that we will have confidence on the day of 
judgment, because in this world we are like him. 

 

11. I am Victorious over Satan 

❖ James 4:7 - Submit yourselves, then, to God. Resist the 
devil, and he will glee from you. 

 

❖ Luke 10:19 - I have given you authority to trample on 
snakes and scorpions and to overcome all the power of 
the enemy; nothing will harm you. 

❖ Revelation 12:11 - They overcame him by the blood of 
the Lamb and by the word of their testimony. 

 

12. I am Victorious over sin  

❖ Romans 6:14 - Sin shall not be your master, because 
you are not under law, but under grace. 

 

❖ Romans 6:18 - You have been set free from sin and 
have become slaves to righteousness. 

 

13. I am more than a conqueror 

❖ Romans 8:37 - In all these things we are more than 
conquerors through him who loved us. 
 

14. I am an overcomer of the world.  

❖ 1 John 5:3-4 - This is love for God: To obey his 
commands. And his commands are not burdensome, 
for everyone born of God overcomes the world. This is 
the victory that has overcome the world, even our 
faith. 

 

 



15. I am Free from all condemnation.   

❖ Romans 8:1-2 - Therefore, there is now no 
condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus, 
because through Christ Jesus the law of the Spirit of 
life set me free from the law of sin and death. 

 

16. I am a resident of Christ's Kingdom  

❖ Colossians 1:13-14 - He has rescued us from the 
dominion of darkness and brought us into the 
kingdom of the Son he loves, in whom we have 
redemption, the forgiveness of sins. 

 

17. I am bold and confident. Eph. 3:6  

❖ Ephesians 3:12  - In him and through faith in him we 
may approach God with freedom and confidence. 

 

❖ 1 Timothy 3:`13 - Those who have served well gain an 
excellent standing and great assurance in their faith in 
Christ Jesus. 

 

18. I am able to do all things. Phil 4:13  

❖ Philippians 4:13 - I can do everything through him 
who gives me strength. 

 

Where I Am Positionally in Christ: 
 

I am saved by His grace 

➢ Ephesians 2:8 - It is by grace you have been saved, 
through faith - and this not from yourselves, it is the 
gift of God. 

 

➢  Acts 16:31 - Believe in the Lord Jesus, and you will be 
saved. 



I am eternally chosen 

➢ Ephesians 1:4 - He chose us in him before the 
creation of the world to be holy and blameless in his 
sight. 

 

I am secure 

➢ Hebrews13:5 - God has said, "Never will I leave you; 
never will I forsake you." 

 

➢  John 6:37 - All that the Father gives me will come to 
me, and whoever comes to me I will never drive away.  

 

I am received into God's family 

➢ John 1:12 - To all who received him, to those who 
believed in his name, he gave the right to become 
children of God. 

 

➢  John 17:9 - I pray for them. I am not praying for the 
world, but for those you have given me, for they are 
yours. 

 

I am protected from the evil one  

➢ John 17:15 - My prayer is not that you take them out 
of the world but that you protect them from the evil 
one. 

 

I am crucified with Him 

➢ Galatians 2:20 - I have been crucified with Christ and 
I no longer live, but Christ lives in me. The life I live 
in the body, I live by faith in the Son of God, who 
loved me and gave himself for me. 

 



➢ Romans 6:3 - Don't you know that all of us who were 
baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into his 
death? 

 

I am buried with Him and 

I am raised to walk in newness of life 

➢ Romans 6:4 - We were therefore buried with him 
through baptism into death in order that, just as 
Christ was raised from the dead through the glory of 
the Father, we too may live a new life. 

 

I am Free from the law of sin and death 

➢ Romans 8:2 - Through Christ Jesus the law of the 
Spirit of life set me free from the law of sin and death. 

 

I am enthroned in heavenly places 

➢ Colossians 3:1 - Since, then, you have been raised with 
Christ, set your hearts on things above, where Christ 
is seated at the right hand of God. 

➢ Ephesians  2:6 - And God raised us up with Christ 
and seated us with him in the heavenly realms in 
Christ Jesus. 

 

I am delivered from the domain of darkness 

➢ Colossians 1:13 - He has rescued us from the 
dominion of darkness and brought us into the 
kingdom of the Son he loves. 

 

I am reconciled to God 

➢ Colossians 1:22 - Now he has reconciled you by 
Christ's physical body through death to present you 
holy in his sight, without blemish and free from 
accusation. 



➢ 2 Corinthians 6:18 - All this is from God, who 
reconciled us to himself through Christ and gave us 
the ministry of reconciliation; that God was 
reconciling the world to himself in Christ, not 
counting men's sins against them. 

 

I am provided for according to His riches 

➢ Philippians 4:19 - My God will meet all your needs 
according to his glorious riches in Christ Jesus. 

 

I am sealed with the Holy Spirit of promise 

➢ Ephesians 1:13 - You also were included in Christ 
when you heard the word of truth, the gospel of your 
salvation. Having believed, you were marked in him 
with a seal, the promised Holy Spirit. 

 

I am bought with the Highest Price 

➢ I Corinthians 6:20 - You were bought at a price. 
Therefore honor God with your body. 

 

I am inseparable from God's love 

➢ Romans 8:35-39 - Who shall separate us from the love 
of Christ? Shall trouble, or hardship, or persecution, 
or famine, or nakedness, or danger, or sword? As it is 
written: "For your sake we face death all day long; we 
are considered as sheep to be se slaughtered." No, in 
all these things we are more than conquerors through 
him who loved us. For I am convinced that neither 
death nor life, neither angels nor demons, neither the 
present nor the future, nor any powers, neither height 
nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be 
able to separate us from the love of God that is in 
Christ Jesus our Lord. 

 



As A Consequence of Who I am, What I am   

and Where I am: 

 
I am enjoying His peace.  

➢ John 14:27 - Peace I leave with you; my peace I give 
you. I do not give to you as the world gives. Do not let 
your hearts be troubled and do not be afraid. 

 

I am walking in a manner worthy of the Lord.  

➢ Colossians 1:10 - We pray this in order that you may 
live a life worthy of the Lord and may please him in 
every way: bearing fruit in every good work, growing in 
the knowledge of God. 

 

I am considered worthy to suffer shame for His Name. 

➢ Acts 5:41 - The apostles left the Sanhedrin, rejoicing 
because they had been counted worthy of suffering 
disgrace for the Name. 

 

I am authorized to have power over demons.  

➢ Luke 9:1,2 - When Jesus had called the Twelve 
together, he gave them power and authority to drive 
out all demons and to cure diseases, and he sent them 
out to preach to kingdom of God and to heal the sick. 

 

I am filled with power of the Holy Spirit. 

➢ Acts.l:8 - You will receive power when the Holy Spirit 
comes on you; and you will be my witnesses in 
Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the 
ends of the earth. 



I am being guided by the Holy Spirit of Truth.  

➢ John 16:13 - When he, the Spirit of truth, comes, he 
will guide you into all truth. He will not speak on his 
own; he will speak only what he hears, and he will tell 
you what is yet to come. 

 

I am walking by faith, not by sight.  

➢ II Corinthians 5:7 - We live by faith, not by sight. 

I am a sweet aroma of the knowledge of Christ.  

➢ II Corinthians 2:14 - Thanks be to God who always 
leads us in triumphal procession in Christ and 
through us spreads everywhere the fragrance of the 
knowledge of him. 

 

I am being transformed into his likeness with ever 
increasing glory. 

➢ II Corinthians 3:18 - We, who with unveiled faces all 
reflect the Lord's glory, are being transformed into his 
likeness with ever-increasing glory, which comes from 
the Lord, who is the Spirit. 

 

I am being renewed in the inner man day by day.  

➢ II Cor. 4:16 - We do not lose heart. Though outwardly 
we are wasting away, yet inwardly we are being 
renewed day by day. 
 

I am blessed with all spiritual blessings in heavenly 
places.  

➢ Eph 1:3 - Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord 
Jesus Christ, who has blessed us in the heavenly 
realms with every spiritual blessing in Christ. 



I am healed by His stripes.  

➢ Isa. 53:5 - He was pierced for our transgressions, he 
was crushed for our iniquities; the punishment that 
brought us peace was upon him, and by his wounds 
we are healed. 

➢ I Peter 2:24 - He himself bore our sins in his body on 
the tree, so that we might die to sins and live for 
righteousness; by his wounds you have been healed. 

 

 

 

His Word Declares That I AM… 

1. A child of God (Romans 8:14-16)  

2. Redeemed from the hand of the enemy (Psalms 107:2) 

3. Forgiven (Colossians 1:13-14)  

4. Saved by Grace through Faith (Ephesians 2:8)  

5. Justified (Romans 5:1)  

6. Sanctified (I Corinthians 5:I7)  

7. A New Creature (II Corinthians 5:I7)  

8. Partaker of His Divine Nature (II Peter 1:4)  

9. Redeemed from the curse of the Law (Galatians 3:13)  

10. Delivered from the powers of darkness (Colossians 1:13)  

11. Led by the Spirit of God (Romans 8:14)  

12. Kept in Safety wherever I go (Psalms 8:14)  

13. Getting all my needs met by Jesus Christ (Philippians 
4:15)  

14. Casting all my cares on Jesus Christ (1 Peter 5:7)  



15. Strong in the Lord and in the Power of His Might 
(Ephesians 6:10)  

16. Able to do all things through Christ who strengthens me 
(Phil. 4:13)  

17. An Heir of God and a joint Heir with Jesus          
(Romans 8:17)  

18. An heir to the blessings of Abraham (Galatians 3:13-14)  

19. Able to accomplish in Christ the Lord's Commandments 
(Deut. 28:12)  

20. Blessed Coming in and Blessed going out (Deut. 28:6)  

21. An Heir of Eternal Life (1 John 5:11-12)  

22. Blessed with all kinds of Spiritual Blessings            
(Ephesians 1:3)  

23. Healed in my soul by the stripes on His Body                    
(1 Peter 2:24)  

24. Able to Exercise His Authority over the Enemy           
(Luke 10:19)  

25. The head and not the tail (Deut. 28:13)  

26. More than a conqueror (Romans 8:37)  

27. Establishing God's Word here on Earth (Matthew 16:19)  

28. An Overcomer by the Blood of the Lamb and the Word 

of His Testimony (Revelation 12:11)  

29. Can daily overcome the Devil (1 John 4:4)  

30. Not moved by what I see (2 Corinthians 4:18) 

31. Walking by Faith and not by sight (2 Corinthians 5:7) 

32. Casting down vain imaginations (2 Corinthians 10:4, 5) 

33. Bringing every thought into captivity (2 Corinthians 10:5) 

34. Am transformed by renewing my mind (Romans 12:1, 2) 

35. A laborer together with God (2 Corinthians 5:21)  



36. The righteousness of God in Christ (2 Corinthians 5:21) 

37. An imitator of Jesus (Ephesians 5:1) 

38. Light to this World (Mathew 5:14)  

39. Blessing and praising the Lord at all times (34:1) 

Affirming your faith in Christ: 
 
Lord, I -here and now- take my stand of faith in You and say 
that:  
 

1. I choose Jesus Christ as my God  (He is Almighty, 
Creator and Ruler) 

2. I choose Jesus Christ as my Savior (He died on the 
Cross for me)  

3. I choose Jesus Christ as my Best Friend. (He Eternally 
Loves me and Accepts me) 

4. I choose Jesus Christ as the most important Person in 
my life (Only He can give real meaning to my life) 

5. I choose Jesus Christ as my Lord  (to command and 
control my life) 

6. I choose Jesus Christ as my Eternal Teacher  (He 
knows Everything ) 

7. I choose Jesus Christ as my Only Guide  (Only He is 
Trustworthy) 

8. I choose my position in Christ (He has made of me a 
Child of God) 

9. I choose to be Free in Christ  (I am under no 
restriction to be saved) 

10. I choose Victory in Christ  (I can do all  things He 
wants me to do) 

 

 



Day One 
 

Blessed Are the Eyes Which See  
 

Then he turned to his  disciples  and said privately,  
“Blessed are the eyes  that see what you see . For  I tel l  you 
that many prophets  and kings  wanted to see  wha t you 
see but did not see it ,  and to hear what you hear but did  
not hear it .   –  Luke 10:23 -24  
 

Jesus  had sent out 72 of  his  followers  to go from 
vil lage to vil lage preaching the kingdom of  heaven. He 
gave them power over disease and demons. They 
returned rejoic ing that even the demons submitted to 
them (v17).  

Jesus  began to give them a l itt le perspective  
concerning who they had become. He admonished them,  
“Do not re joice that the spirits  submit to  you, but  
rejoice that your names are wr itten in heaven.” He was  
saying , “Don’t get the big head over how the Father  
chooses  to use you; you are just another servant in the 
kingdom.”  

We have plenty of  examples  of  people who have been 
used of  God and along the  way they became puffed up 
by the accolades  poured upon th em by the people. The 
grace of  God upon them becomes an occasion for pride 
which far too often leads to their downfal l .  

Jesus  was trying to help his disciples to see the  
danger of  taking cred it  for what God did and he warned 
them to keep in mind that they were s imply tools  in the 
hand of  the master.  

With al l  that being said Jesus  took his  disciples  as ide 
and privately told them that they were blessed. They had 
seen what prophets  and k ings  had longed to s ee. Al l  the  
prophets  had looked forward to the day in  which Jesus  
and the disciples  l ived, but they did not have that  



bless ing. These men were there; they were enjoying the  
bless ing of  knowing Jesus , the Messiah , the Christ  of  
redemption and restoration.  

While we are to remember that it  real ly isn’t  about  
us, and that we must keep al l things  in perspective , it  is 
also true that we are a blessed people because we sti l l  
l ive in the day of  revelation. We have seen the glory of  
the Lord manifest  through Christ  and his  fol lowers  
through the centuries . Rejoice –  your name is  in the 
book of  heaven.  

 

Prayer:  Thank you Lord for al lowing me to l ive in the  
age of  revelation. I ask in Jesus  name . Amen.  
 

Message:   While we are to remember that it  real ly isn’t  
about us , and that we must keep al l  things  in  
perspective, it  i s  also true that we are a bless ed people 
because we sti l l  l ive in the day of  revel ation.  
 

Affirmation:  I have seen God do many mighty works in 
our ministry, and I feel  blessed, but I am most thankful  
that God has chosen me serve in the kingdom.  
 

Reflection:   The message of  this  passage is  twofold.  
First ,  he admonishes  his  disciples  (v20) not to become 
top heavy over their newly acquired power .  Then he 
speaks to the bless ing they have in being kingdom 
servants  in the era of  revel ation. Give some thought to  
how this  might af fect your service.  
 

My Thoughts:  

________________________________
________________________________
________________________________
________________________________  

 



Day Two 

 

One Thing I know  

 

A second time they summoned the man who had been  
blind. “Give glory to  God,” they sa id. “We know this  
man is  a s inner.”  He repl ied, “Whether he is  a s inner or 
not, I  don’t  know. One thing I do know. I was  bl ind but 
now I see!”   –  John 9:24 -25  

 

This  particular event had caused quite a s t ir .  Jesus  
not only had healed this  man but he had done it  in a 
peculiar way. He spit  on the ground and made a l itt le 
mud bal l  which he applied to the man’s  eyes  then told  
him to go wash in the pool  of  Siloam. The man went and 
washed then went home being able to see.  

The man’s  friends and neighbors  couldn’t  bel ieve it  
was him. He had been born bl ind and had been a beggar  
al l  of  his  l ife.  Now he walked among them see ing as  wel l  
as  any of  them. They asked him what happened and he 
recounted the story to them.  

His  friends were so excited they took him to the 
Pharisees  to show them what Jesus  had done.  Then the  
f ireworks s tarted. The Pharisees  told them, “This  man is  
not from God, for he does not keep the Sabbath.”   

I  f ind it  incredible that Jesus  could perform such a  
miracl e and the rel igious leaders  would declare, “He is  
not from God for he does not keep the Sabbath.”  And 
what did he do on the Sabbath that was so bad?  He 
healed the s ick and cast  out demons, and oh yes , he  
forgave s ins .  

This  man had been heal ed, he knew he had bee n 
healed and he knew that only God could do what Jesus  
did. He didn’t  care what others  had to say about it ,  he  
only knew one thing; “I was bl ind but now I see.”  



All  of us  who have come to faith in Christ  know this  
one thing; I once was lost  but now I ’m fou nd; I  was  bl ind 
but now I see.”  The cr it ics  wil l  argue , they wil l  of fer 
logic and reason, but they can’t  explain why we have  
such peace and joy in our l ife.  

There is  no more powerful  witness  to the power of  
God than a l ife which has  been af fected by the gr ace of  
God. We wil l  not be successful  in arguing doctrine with  
people whose minds are made up –  but they can’t  argue 
with what you know has happened in you.  

  

Prayer:  Thank you Lord for the  grace you have shown 
me. Amen.  
 

Message:   There is  no more powerfu l  witness  to the 
power of  God than a l ife which has  been af fected by the  
grace of  God. We wil l  not be successful  in arguing 
doctrine with people whose minds are made up –  but  
they can’t  argue with what you know has happened in 
you.  
 

Affirmation:  The world can argue about my doctrine ,  
but they cannot refute what God has done for  me.  
 

Reflection:   What made the leaders  so angry about what  
Jesus  had done in heal ing this  man? Why did  they say,  
"We know this  man is  a s inner"?  Can you think of  any  
modern examples  of  someone who was obviously doing 
the works of  God, yet rel igious people scorned him?  
 

My Thoughts:  

________________________________
________________________________
________________________________
________________________________  



Day Three  

 

The Blind See And the  

Seeing Become Blind  

 

“For judgment I have come into this  world, so that the 
bl ind wil l  see and those who see wil l  become bl ind.”  
Some Pharisees  who were with him heard h im say this  
and asked, “What?  Are we bl ind too?” Jesus  said, “If  you 
were bl ind , you would not be guil ty of  s in; but  now that  
you claim you can see, your guil t  remains.”   

–  John 9:39 -41  

 

The Pharisees  found that  the man who had been 
healed from his  bl indness  had a  val id argument; I  once  
was bl ind but now I see. However , they were  not wil l ing  
to “see” the truth of  the man’s  s tatements . He argued 
that Jesus  could not have done th is  if  he wasn’t  sent  
from God and their response was to insult  him.  

Final ly they told the man, “You were s teeped in s in 
at birth; how dare you lecture us !”  and they threw him 
out (John 9:34).  

Jesus  heard that they had thrown him out of  the 
synagogue . He went and found him. He said,  “Do you 
bel ieve in the Son of  Man?”  The man asked ,  “Who is  he  
s ir?  Tell  me so that I may bel ieve in him.”  

Jesus  said, “You have now seen him; in fact ,  he  is  the 
one speaking with you.”  Then the man s aid,  “Lord, I  
bel ieve,”  and he worshiped him.” It  was  at  this  point 
that Jesus  spoke the words of  our text.  

The Phar isees  who were s tanding nearby l is tening got  
the point. They asked , and it  sounds l ike they  may have  
been a l itt le angry, “What?  Are we bl ind too?” They were  
in fact bl ind to the truth, but because they thought they  



had the truth Jesus  said it  was their inabil ity  to accept  
their error which made them guil ty.  

The problem with the Pharisees  is  that they were not 
wil l ing to see beyond their traditions. If  it did not f it  
into their t idy l itt le bel ief  system then they were  
obligated to reject it .  Jesus  didn’t  f it  so virtual ly  
anything he taught they re jected. Their trad i tions had  
bl inded them to the truth.  

We must be careful  that we do not become so 
committed to our own traditions that we are not able to  
see what God is  doing today. Let God open your hear t  
so you can see the glory he is  reveal ing today.  

 

Prayer:   Lord, open my eyes  so that I might see al l  that 
you have planned for me today. In Jesus  name, amen.  
 

Message:   We must be careful  that we do not become so 
committed to our own traditions that we are not able to  
see what God is  doing today. Let God open your hear t  
so that you can see the glory he is  reveal ing today.  

 

Affirmation:  There is  no trad ition stronger  than the  
truth revealed through Jesus , the Christ  of truth and 
l ife.  
 

Reflection:  Jesus  certainly led these Phar isees  into a  
trap. If  they confessed they were bl ind t hen their  
fol lowers  would be released to fol low Jesus instead of  
them. By denying they were bl ind Jesus  decl ared that  
they guil ty of  s in because they had eyes  to see yet they  
did not fol low the Christ  that God himself had sent.  
 

My Thoughts:  

________________________________
________________________________
________________________________  



Day Four  

 

His Sheep Are Secure In His Hand  

 

My sheep l is ten to my voice; I  know them,  and they  
fol low me. I give them eternal  l ife, and they shal l  never  
perish; no one can snatch them out of  my hand. My 
Father, who has  given them to me, is  greater  than al l ,  
no one can snatch them out of  my Father’s  hand. I and 
my Father are one.   –  John 10:27 -29  

 

The Pharisees  were constantly trying to get Jesus  to 
say something that would incr iminate h im. They had 
just  asked, “How long wil l  you keep us  in suspense?  If 
you are the Christ ,  tel l  us  plainly” (v24).  

Jesus  repl ied, “I did tel l  you, but you do not bel ieve .  
The miracles  I do in my Father’s  name speak for me, but  
you do not bel ieve b ecause you are not my sheep” (v25 -
26) .  

They didn’t  understand what he said because they  
weren’t  his  sheep. In another place he tel ls  them they  
don’t even know who their father is and it  certainly  
wasn’t  Abraham, Moses  or God.  

Jesus  then went on to explain  that those who are his  
sheep l is ten to his  voice and they fol low him. Those who 
fol low him are given eternal  l ife and there is  no power  
on earth that can snatch those bel ievers  from his  hand.  
This  is  among the best s tatements  of  Jesus  which gives  
us  faith to continue our walk.  

Because of  what Jesus  has  said we know that  
regardless  of  how hard the journey becomes we are 
secure in him. When we are talking about the security  
of  the bel iever there are many ideas  that come into play.  
Some bel ieve that once one has  become a bel iever that  
they then can do anyth ing they want and they can’t  lose  



their salvation. Others  who bel ieve that just  any old s in 
is  enough to keep us  out of  heaven.  

What is  the truth of  the matter?  I ’ l l  leave that  up to 
the theologians, but I w i l l  s tep out on a l imb and say, “I 
agree with Jesus .”  Jesus  said that no one can snatch the  
believer from his  hand. That is  a pretty secure posit ion 
if  you ask me. However, he never has  said that we 
couldn’t  s tep out of  his  hand on our own.  

Our security is  that as  long as  we remain submitted  
to him and are in the palm of  his  hand we have nothing 
to fear. The caution is  that we must remain committed  
and stay in the palm of  his  hand.  
 

Prayer:   Thank you for keeping me safe. Help me to 
s tay in your hand. In Je sus  name, amen.  
 

Message:   Our secur ity is  that as  long as  we remain 
submitted to him and are in the palm of his hand we 
have nothing to fear. The caut ion is  that we must remain 
committed and stay in the palm of  his  hand.  
 

Affirmation:  I am secure in my s alvation because I have 
chosen to remain in the palm of  his hand and nothing 
can snatch from that secure posit ion.  
 

Reflection:  A great question is  raised in this  devotion.  
This  question has  been debated by theologians for 
centuries . Can a person lose thei r salvation? In one 
sense a saved person is  as  secure as  he can be; and in 
another sense there is  the danger of  fal l ing away . Ask 
yoursel f  what could af fect your secure posit ion.  
 

My Thoughts:  

________________________________
________________________________
________________________________  



Day Five  

 

This Sickness Will Not End in Death  

 

Now a man named Lazarus was s ick. He was from 
Bethany , the vil lage of  Mary and her s is ter Martha. This  
Mary , whose brother Lazarus now lay s ick, was  the same 
one who poured perfume on the Lord and wiped his  feet 
with her hair.  So the s is ters  sent word to Jesus , “Lord, 
the one you love is  s ick.”  When he heard this ,  Jesus  said,  
“This  s ickness  wil l not end in death. No, it  is  for God’s 
glory so that God’s  son may be glorif ied th rough it .”  – 
John 11:1 -4  

 

It  had become obvious that this  family meant  much 
to Jesus . Mary , who was thought to have been f reed from 
many demons, is  the one who washed his  feet with 
expensive perfume, perhaps it  was the perfume she had 
used in her days  of being given to evil .  The message  
these s is ters  sent to Jesus was , “Lord, the one you love  
is  s ick.”  

The disciples  thought that Jesus  would immediately  
s top what he was doing and go to heal  his  friend. Then 
he said something strange . He said, “This  s ickness  wil l  
not end in death ,”  and he stayed where he was teaching 
for two more days .  

When he decides  to  go back to Bethany he got into  
a discuss ion with his  disc iples  about how unsafe it  was  
because the  Jews were try ing  to get him kil led . Besides ,  
by now the dis ciples  knew Lazarus had died. What would  
be the benef it  of  going to see him if  he was already dead?  

After much discuss ion Thomas said, “Let us  a lso go,  
that we many die with him.” Such faith !  

They had forgotten one thing . Jesus  said,  “This 
s ickness  would not end in death.”  He d idn’t  s ay Lazarus 
wouldn’t  die, but he sa id that would not be the end of  



the s tory. Lazarus is  indeed dead, and had been dead for  
four days , but when Jesus arrived he raised Lazarus from 
the dead.  

There is  a lesson for us  to learn in this  passage .  
Often when we can only see defeat,  and the  
circumstances  have lead us  to despair,  Jesus  is  saying,  
“This  is  not the end. Trust me, everything is  going to  
turn out alright.”  Circumstances  may speak death, but  
Jesus  speaks l ife.  

 

Prayer:   Lord, grant me the faith to trust you in  the face  
of  impossible circumstances . In Jesus  name, amen.  
 

Message:   Often when we can only see defeat, and the  
circumstances  have lead us  to despair,  Jesus  is  saying,  
“This  is  not the end. Trust me, everything is  going  to  
turn out alright.”  Circumstances  may speak death, but  
Jesus  speaks l ife.  

 

Affirmation:  I know that in the darkest of  
circumstances  Jesus  is  with and He is  the l ight which  
wil l  guide me and the l ife which wil l  sustain me.  
 

Reflection:   Why do you think Jesus  did not drop  
everything and hurry to the bed of  his  friend who was 
dying?  Jesus  said , "This  s ickness  wil l  not end in death,"  
yet Lazarus did die . What is  the meaning of  that?  
 

 

My Thoughts:  

________________________________
________________________________
________________________________
________________________________  



Day Six  

 

Jesus: “I Am the Resurrection and the Life”  

 

Jesus  said to her, “Your brother wil l  r ise again.”  Martha 
answered, “I know he wil l  r ise again in the resurrection 
at the l ast  day.” Jesus  said to her, “I am the resurrection 
and the l ife. He who bel ieves  in me wil l l ive, even 
though he d ies ; and whoever l ives  and bel ieves  in me 
wil l  never die . Do you bel ieve this ?”  –  John 11:24 -26  

 

“I am the resurrect ion and the l ife,”  is  one of  the 
most powerful  s tatements  Jesus  made while he was on 
earth. Even those who bel ieved in him, as  did  Mary and 
Martha, the s is ters  of  Lazarus , d id not  understand the  
s ignif icance of  who Jesus was .  

We have the advantage today to look at the l ife of  
Christ  f rom the perspective of  recorded history, but his  
contemporaries  did not have that convenience. All  they  
knew about Jesus  was what they could glean from Old 
Testament prophecies  and by what he revealed of  
himself  in his  teaching. They knew him as  a good 
teacher , even a great teacher. Some were beginning to  
know him as  the Messiah, the promised one who would  
establ ish the kingdom of  heaven.  

However, they did not ful ly real ize who he was . He 
was beginning to reveal  himself  as  the Son of  God, the 
very manifestation of God himself ,  but they weren’t  
quick to grasp that truth. Now he was trying to show 
himself  to have the power of  l ife, and death.  

“I am the resurrection… and the l ife.” Mary was 
distressed about the death of  her brother. In fact ,  she 
was quite disappointed in Jesus . She said to him, “Lord, 
if  you had been here, my brother would not have died.”  
She bel ieved he was the giver of  l ife, the heal er, but he  
had not yet revealed himself  to her as  the resurrection.  



When we have come to know Jesus we have come to  
know l ife and the l ife that we know is  resurrection l ife.  
The moment we bel ieve in Christ  that l ife enters  our  
inner person and that l ife which is  now in us  is  
resurrect ion l ife. When we are f inished with this  body 
the l ife that is  in us  wil l  break free o f  the bondage of  
this  l ife and we wil l  be with Christ  in his  heaven in a  
glorif ied state .  
 

Prayer:   Lord, I thank you for the l ife of  Christ  that is  
in me. Grant me the grace to always  l ive in that faith. 
In Jesus  name, amen.  
 

Message:   When we have come to know Jesus we have  
come to know l ife and the l if e that we know is  
resurrect ion l ife . The moment we bel ieve in Christ  that  
l ife enters  our inner person and that l ife which is  now 
in us  is  resurrection l ife.  
 

Affirmation:  The l ife of  Christ  is  in me and that l ife is  
resurrect ion l ife. Resurrect ion l ife is  eternal  life. I  have  
eternal  l ife.  
 

Reflection:   The most powerful  s tatement ever made is  
this :  "I  am the resurrect ion and the l ife."  And the most 
powerful  promise ever given is  this :  "He who bel ieves  in  
me wil l  l ive, even thought he dies ."  How do those two 
statements  square with the fol lowing statement:  
"Whoever l ives  and bel ieves  in me wil l  never die."  
 

My Thoughts:  

________________________________
________________________________
________________________________
________________________________  

 



Day Seven  

 

Four Desperate Days – Then Jesus Came  

 

 “Take away the s tone,”  Jesus  said. “But, Lord,”  said  
Martha, the s is ter of  the dead man, “by this  t ime there  
is  a bad odor for he has  been there four days .”  Then 
Jesus said, “Did I not tel l  you that if  you bel ieved, you 
would see the glory of  God?” –  John 11:38 -40 

 

The family of  Lazarus had been grieving for four days  
when Jesus f inal ly arrived at Bethany . Mary said, “Lord,  
If  you had only been here my brother woul d  not have  
died.”  The mockers  said, “Could not he who opened the  
eyes  of  the bl ind man have kept this  man from dying”  
(v37). And al l  Jesus  said was , “Take away the s tone.”  

Mary and Martha couldn’t  understand why Jesus  had 
not come in t ime to heal  Lazarus . They may have even 
began to have doubts  about him. If  he had only been 
there… For four days they had wondered where he was 
as  they grieved their loss . For four days  their faith was 
questioned and they wondered why Jesus  didn’t  come in 
t ime.  

Then, on the fourth day Jesus came. Martha wanted  
him to ask God for a miracle (v21), but she didn’t  know 
that God himself  was  there. She wanted l if e for her  
brother, but she didn’t  know that l ife himself  was  there.  
She had hope for the resurrection, but she didn’t  know 
that the resurrect ion himself  had arr ived .  

Most of  us  have had the occas ion of  a severe trial  and 
for days , even weeks and sometimes months, we 
struggled with our faith. Has God heard me? Is  God even 
there?  Does God even care?  We have al l  of  those 
questions which reveal  that our fa ith has  become a bit  
shaky. Then, in the depth of  our sorrow, when it  looks 
l ike there is  no hope, Jesus  shows up.  



When Jesus comes on the scene there isn’t  always  a 
physical  resurrect ion, but there is  always  a resurrection 
of  l ife. When Jesus shows up hope is  renewed,  our hurts 
begin to heal  and our dreams are restored . When Jesus  
shows up we begin to bel ieve again.  

When you are faced with terrifying circumstances  
commit yoursel f  to holding on until  Jesus  shows up. It  
may be a few days , weeks , or even months, but I can 
promise you this ;  when the t ime of  trial  has  ended Jesus  
wil l  be there.  

 

Prayer:  Thank you for being the resurrection and the  
l ife. Amen.  

 

Message:   When you are faced with terrifying  
circumstances  commit yoursel f  to  holding on until  Jesus  
shows up. It  may be a few days , weeks , or even months,  
but I can promise you this ;  when the t ime of  trial  has  
ended Jesus wil l  be there.  

 

Affirmation:  Jesus  always  shows up and it  is  usual ly  
" just  in t ime."  Even when the circumstan ces  dictate that  
the bad news is  the f inal  news, Jesus  shows up.  
 

Reflection:  Four desperate days  -  Then Jesus showed up.  
Have you faced that kind of  hurt and disappointment?  
Have you cr ied as  Mary cried, "If  you had only been 
here?"  God is  cal l ing us  to t rust him al l  the way. Not  
only in the darkness  of  trial  but through the death of  a  
dream, or even a physical  death .  
 

My Thoughts:  

________________________________
________________________________
________________________________
________________________________  



Day Eight  

 

It’s Time to Take Off the Grave Clothes  

 

When he had said this ,  Jesus  cal led in a loud voice,  
“Lazarus , come out!”  The dead man came out , his  hands 
and feet wrapped with strips  of l inen, and a cloth 
around his  face. Jesus  said to them, “Tak e off the grave  
clothes  and let  him go.”  –  John 11:43 -44  

 

In the t ime that Jesus  l ived the dead were not  
prepared for burial  in the same way that they are today.  
When one died the body would be covered wi th certain 
herbs and spices  then it  would be wrapped  in cloth to  
help preserve it .   

When Jesus cal led Lazarus forth from the tomb he 
had these “grave clothes” that s t i l l restricted him, even 
though l ife had returned to his  body. If  he continued to  
be wrapped in grave clothes  he would never get the  
benef it  of  the new l ife that Jesus  had given him. That is 
why Jesus  commanded that they remove the grave clothes  
and let  him go.  

Our faith walk is  very paral lel  to this  event. Our  
spirit  man, which was wrapped in a body of death, was  
as  dead within us . When we come  to Christ  new l ife is  
released in us , our spirit  man is  awakened, and the new 
l ife within us  is  the l ife of  Christ .  

When this  happens we have a problem simil ar  to the 
problem Lazarus had. We are s t i l l  wrapped in a body of 
death. Until  we become free of  th e ef fects of  being 
wrapped in this  body of f lesh, which is dying almost  
from the day of our birth, we wil l not be free to walk 
ful ly in the abundance of  the new l ife Christ  has  given 
us .  

We can’t  l iteral ly cut our body away from our spirit ,  
but we can minimize the ef fects  of  l iving in the f lesh. In 



Galatians 5 the apostle Paul  l is ts  the ef fects  of  l iving in 
the f lesh (v19 -21). He fol lows that l is t with a l is t  of the 
ef fects  of  l iving in the Spirit  (v22 -23).  

As we grow in Christ  and become spiritual ly mature  
we are symbolical ly cutting off  the grave clothes . The 
more we focus on the Spirit  the less ef fect the f lesh wil l 
have on us . Paul  writes , “Live by the Spirit  and you wil l  
not grat ify the desires  of  the s inful  nature.”  

Let us  remove the grave clothes  from  this new l ife 
that God has given us and let  us  l ive in the freedom 
Christ  has  given us .  

 

Prayer:   God, grant me the grace to continue building 
my spirit  man.  
 

Message:   As we grow in Christ  and become spiritual ly  
mature we are symbolical ly cutting off  t he grave clothes .  
The more we focus on the Spirit  the less  ef fect the f lesh 
wil l  have on us . Paul  writes , “Live by the Spirit  and you 
wil l  not gratify the desires  of  the s inful  nature.”  
 

Affirmation:  Bit by bit  I  am trimming away this  body  
of  death and longing for the day that I wil l  be total ly  
free from the decay of  this  temporal  body .  
 

Reflection:  Can you identify with the process  of  cutting  
away the old l ife which leads to death and f reeing the  
new l ife which is  eternal?   
 

My Thoughts:  

________________________________
________________________________
________________________________
________________________________
________________________________  



Day Nine  

 

The Kingdom of God is  

Like a Mustard Seed  

 

Then Jesus asked, “What is  the kingdom of  God l ike?  
What shal l  I  compare it  to?  It  is  l ike a mus tard seed,  
which a man took and planted in his  garden. It  grew and 
became a tree , and the birds  of  the air perched in its  
branches .”  –  Luke 13:18 -19  

 

Jesus  was trying to convey the idea that the k ingdom 
of  God might have a small beginning, but when it  is in 
ful l  bloom it  wil l  become a mass ive bush, or as  he cal ls  
it  a tree, that has  many branches which becomes the  
resting place for birds .  

The rel igious leaders  had turned against him. They  
saw what he was doing as  a threat to their inf luence on 
the people and they intended to s top him. They had 
already began to make plans to kil l  him. They did not  
real ize that Jesus  himself  was  the seed which, when sown 
into the earth , would grow up to become a mighty  
inf luence in the world .  

In another place Jesus  said , “Unless  a kernel  of  wheat  
fal l s  to the ground and dies , it  remains onl y a s ingle  
seed. But if  it  dies , it  produces  many seeds” (John 
12:24). A farming community would know wel l  what 
Jesus  was talking about. Seed must be planted in the  
earth and there it  germinates , it  then breaks open and 
begins to push up through the ground.  

Jesus  was one small  seed that would be planted in a 
grave of  death, but when he pushed up through the grave  
and began to grow in the hearts  of  manki nd he quickly  
became a mighty tree with many branches . He was just  
one seed , but he had prepared 12 who would also be 
seeds of  the kingdom. Those 12 became 120 in the upper 



room when this  bush cal led the kingdom of  God began 
to grow. Then on that day there  were 3000 added and 
the bush grew.  

This  mustard seed bush we cal l  the kingdom of  God 
became the resting place of  al l  who were in need of  
God’s  rest .  The kingdom of  God is  s t i l l  growing and is  
st i l l  providing a place of  rest  for those who are weary.  
People who study such things  tel l  us  that about 2 bil l ion 
people claim to be Christian today. The bush has  grown 
quite wel l .  
 

Prayer:   Lord, I des ire to be a seed of  the kingdom that  
is  planted in the earth. Help me to be a resting place for  
the weary . Amen.  
 

Message:   Jesus  was our great example of  the  mustard.  
He was just one seed, but he had prepared 12 who would  
also be seeds of  the kingdom. Those 12 became 120 in 
the upper room when th is  bush cal led the k ingdom of  
God began to grow. Then on that day there w ere 3000 
added and the bush grew.  
 

Affirmation:  I claim the principle of  mustard seed  
faith. As I invest in others  they themselves  become seeds  
which when developed begin to sow into the l ives  of  
other who become seeds in the kingdom.  
 

Reflection:  No parable presents  the power of  sowing and 
reaping better than the mustard seed. When it  is  sown 
into the ground it  grows to become a mighty bush with 
many branches that bear many seeds. Sow your mustard 
seed.  
 

My Thoughts:  

________________________________
________________________________
________________________________  



Day Ten 
 

The Kingdom of God is  

Like Yeast in Dough  

 

Again he asked, “What shal l  I  compare the kingdom of  
God to?  It is l ike yeast that a woman took and mixed 
into a large amount of  f lour until  it  worked al l  through 
the dough.” –  Luke 13:20 -21  
 

Jesus  had just g iven the “macro” picture of  the 
kingdom in comparing it  to a mustard seed that is  so 
small  it  is  hard to see but when it  is  ful ly grown it  
becomes l ike a tree . In these verses  he is  giving th e  
“micro” picture of  the k ingdom. He is  speaking about  
the ef fect the kingdom has on one l ife  that wil l  al low its  
inf luence to af fect it .  

I  have often watched my wife make bread. She mixes  
al l  the ingredients  together, including some yeast .  Then 
she sets i t  as ide and lets the yeast work on the dough.  
In a l itt le while she wil l  go back to the dough which has  
now doubled in s ize because of  the yeast and she wil l 
pound it  down unt il  al l  of  the air has  been pushed out  
of  it and it  seems the ef fect of  the yeast has been wasted.  
She puts  the dough as ide again and waits  a l it t le while.  
When she returns the bread has  reached just  the right 
consistency so she puts  it  in the oven to bake .  

Jesus  was saying that the kingdom of  God is  l ike the  
yeast to us . When it  is  added to our l ives  it begins to  
change us . The k ingdom of  God in us  s tarts  to transform 
us into the very image of  Christ .  Our nature is  being 
changed; our habits  are be ing changed; our thoughts  are  
being changed. God is  us ing the yeast of  the kingdom to  
change us  into his  l ikeness .  

There wil l  be t imes as we are growing in the kingdom 
that God wil l need to put some pressure on us, just  l ike 



my wife putting pressure on the dough as  she is  trying  
to make it  just  right . In those t imes we may be saying,  
“God, what’ s  up?  I didn’t  think being kingdom dough 
would be so hard.”  That is when God is shaping us  and 
preparing us  to be the f inal  product.  

Then comes the oven. Heat is  the last  test  for the  
dough. If  we have let  the yeast do its  job then the oven 
wil l  perfect the work of  the kingdom in us .  He’s  the 
yeast ,  we’re the dough ;  he wil l  shape us  into his  image .  
 

Prayer:   Lord, give me a heart that submits  to the work 
of  kingdom-yeast in me. Help me grow into the image of  
Christ .  In Jesus  name, amen.  

 

Message:   Holy Spir it  in us  is  l ike yeast .  It  is  just  a small  
amount, but it  works through us to af fect our whole  
person. Just as  the baker puts pressure on the dough so 
the yeast wil l  have its  af fect ,  so God puts pressure on us 
so Holy Spirit  can do its  work in us .  
 

Affirmation:  I sense Holy Spirit  working in me 
preparing me for serv ice . I  embrace the father 's  gentle  
pressure as  he works his  wil l  in me.  
 

Reflection:  In this  analogy of  Holy Spirit as  yeast  
working in us  to prepare us  to be al l  that  God has 
intended a question ar ises . Yeast and dough need a  
baker to prepare it  for the oven. In our analogy, who 
would be the baker?  And what  is  the heat of  the oven?  
How does that compare with our spiritual  walk?  
 

My Thoughts:  

________________________________
________________________________
________________________________
________________________________  



Day Eleven  

 

The Door to Heaven is Narrow  

 

Then Jesus went through the towns and vil lages ,  
teaching as  he made his  way to Jerusalem.  Someone 
asked him, “Lord, are only a few people going to be  
saved?” He said to them, “Make every ef fort  to enter  
through the narrow door, because many , I tel l  you, wil l  
try to enter and wil l  not be able to.”  –  Luke 13:22-24  

 

I once heard a song by a popular s inger that was  
about going to heaven. In the song he sang these words,  
“Everyone wants  to go to heaven, but nobody  wants  to  
die.”  Most of  us  at  some time have the thought go  
through our mind that we want to go to heaven when we 
die, but we aren’t  ready to go just yet .  

Those who were asking Jesus  the question, “are only  
a few people going to be saved?” were probably l ike us . 
They wanted to be sure they were going to heaven, but  
they weren’t  ready to go right now.  

Jesus  responded with a s tatement that should give us  
al l  concern. He said, “Make every ef f ort to enter through 
the narrow door, because many, I t el l  you, wil l  try to 
enter and wil l  not be able to.”  He is  warning them that  
just  wanting to go to heaven was not enough. He was  
saying that going to heaven requires  ful l  surrender.  

There are many today who bel ieve that if  they just  
recit e a magic formula they have their eterni ty secured  
and nothing they do after that af fects  thei r spot in 
heaven. Jesus  seemed to be in disagreement with that  
idea when he said, “Make every ef fort to enter through 
the narrow door.”  He at least  is  implying that we must 
make an ef fort on our own to prepare; and he is  saying  
the door we go through is  pretty narrow –  there isn’t  
room to carry much baggage .  



I’m not implying that we are saved by our own 
efforts ,  but I do bel ieve  Jesus  is  giving us  a warning here  
that we can’t  just  f loat into heaven on a cloud. We must  
fol low him to the cross and l ive committed to the 
principles  he taught .  

If  we are not wil l ing to do that then we probably have  
not made him Lord in our l ife . Someo ne coined the  
phrase, if  he is not Lord of al l  he is not Lord at al l .  I  
think that is  what he was trying to say.  

 

Prayer:   Lord, grant me the grace of  being surrendered  
to you and help me to be ever mindful  of  the narrow 
door. In Jesus  name, amen.  
 

Message:   Jesus warns us  that we can’t  just  f loat into  
heaven on a cloud. We must fol low him to the  cross  and 
l ive committed to the principles  he taught. The door to  
heaven is  narrow.  
 

Affirmation:  I know the road is s traight and the door 
is  narrow therefore I a m careful  to fol low Jesus with  
dil igence .  
 

Reflection:  How do we reconcile what Apostle Paul  said 
in Ephesians 2:8 -9 (  we are saved by grace through faith  
and not by works)  with what Jesus  said in th is  passage 
about making every ef fort (sounds l ike works)  to enter  
through the narrow door?  
 

My Thoughts:  

________________________________
________________________________
________________________________
________________________________  



Day Twelve  
 

Don't Wait For The Door To Close  
 

Once the owner of  the house gets  up and closes  the door,  
you wil l  s tand outs ide knocking and pleading, “Sir,  open 
the door for us .”  But he wil l  answer, “I don’t know you 
or where you come f rom. “  Then you wil l  say, “We ate  
and drank with you, and you taught in our s treets .”  But 
he wil l  reply, “I don’t know you or where you come from.  
Away from me, al l  you evildoers !”  –  Juke 13:25 -27 
 

There are two messages  in this  passage. In ver ses  22 -
24 he is  warning us  that the way to heaven takes  us  
through a narrow door . In verses  25 -27 he is  tel l ing  us  
that the door does not remain open forever and when it  
is  closed it  wil l  not be opened again.  

I am reminded of  the t ime when Noah buil t  the ark.  
God said, “My Spirit  wil l  not contend with man forever ,  
for he is  mortal ;  his days  wil l  be a hundred and tw enty  
years .”  God then commiss ioned Noah to build the ark  
and prepare for a catastrophic f lood. When the ark was  
f inished, man’s  t ime was f inished. The door to the ark 
was open for the animals  to go in and anyone who would  
enter could.  

When the day of  the r ains  came God shut the door  
to the ark. Those who were outs ide the ark could not get 
in and they perished in the f lood. This  s tory can be read  
in Genesis  6 -8. God didn’t  just  al l at  once shut man off .  
Noah preached for 120 years  for people to be prepared  
and they just laughed at him. Then the door was closed 
and they couldn’t  get in.  

We are l iving in a good time. Oh yes , I  know we are  
in tough t imes economical ly,  but in the sense of  being 
able to cal l  upon the name of  the Lord and have h im 
respond, it  is a good time. We are s t i l l in the day of  the 
open door. We can come to him and he wil l  invite us  in.   



Do remember this  though; he seems to be making a  
dist inction between those who cla im to bel ieve just so  
they can cover their bases , and those who truly bel ie ve  
and who have submitted their l ife to him.  

We must be careful  that we do not put our hope in 
anything less  than the truth that Jesus  taught about  
being his  disciples .  

 

Prayer:  Lord, help me to always  remember that it  is only 
through faith in Christ  and accepting the grace  to fol low 
you that I am saved. Grant me a submitted  heart.  In 
Jesus  name I pray. Amen  
 

Message:   To some who claimed to fol low him he said, 
"I don't  know you or where you come from. Away from 
me, al l  you evil  doers . We must be careful  t hat we do 
not put our  hope in anything less  than the truth that  
Jesus  taught about being his  disciples .  
 

Affirmation:  I know Christ  is  my salvation and my hope 
because I have  committed myself  to him and I  trust him 
to guide me from here to eternity.  
 

Reflection:  Give some thought to the idea that Jesus  
seems to be teaching that a person can think they are  
secure , yet he declares  he doesn't  know them.  What are  
the dist inguishing marks between those who truly  
bel ieve and those who would just l ike for others  to think 
they bel ieve?  
 

My Thoughts:  

________________________________
________________________________
________________________________
________________________________  



Day Thirteen  

 

Who is That He is Throwing Out?  
 

Then you wil l  say, “We ate and drank with you, and you 
taught in our s treets .”  But he wil l  reply, “I don’t know 
you or where you come from. Away from me, al l  you 
evildoers !”  There wil l  be weeping there, and gnashing of  
teeth, when you see Abraham, Isaac and Jacob and al l  
the prophets  in the kingdom of  God, but you yourselves  
thrown out. –  Luke 13:26 -28  

 

Most rel ig ious movements  begin with a genuine 
touch of  God, but in t ime men begin to idol ize the  
movement and build an institut ion around it .  They then 
develop doctrines  to secure the institution. T he result  
tends to be that the touch of  God is  minimized and the  
work of  the institution in immortal ized.  

Usual ly in just a few short generat ions a movement  
that began in the f ire of  revival  becomes smoldering  
embers  with l itt le s imilarity to the movement  that had 
been.  

Jesus  was address ing that issue as  he taught  these  
people. Abraham, Isaac and Jacob got it  r ight. The 
prophets  had it  r ight; but the rel igious leaders  of  Jesus 
day were more interested in preserv ing their traditions  
than they were in what G od was doing in his kingdom 
right then. The result  was  that Jesus  said they  would be  
thrown out of  the kingdom.  

God is  cal l ing us  to a commitment which goes  
beyond a casual  adherence to the faith. He is  cal l ing us  
beyond Sunday morning songs and sermons. H e is  
cal l ing us  to a l ife of fol lowing him, even when fol lowing 
him means that we must severe t ies  with old traditions.  

Every once in a while I catch myself  becoming 
comfortable with being “a Christian.”  I have good 



fel lowship. I have l i ved the l ifestyle s o long that it  is  
second nature to me. I go  to church every week, I teach  
every week. I become comfortable with the whole  
picture. Then one day in prayer the Holy Spirit  begins  
to cal l  me apart and points  out areas  of  my l ife that need 
to change. Then he points  out those around me who 
need to hear what I know and have what I have.  

I  pray that the Holy Spirit  wil l  convict you to keep  
the pass ion you were given at convers ion and that you 
wil l  not become comfortable .  

 

Prayer:  Lord, help me to always  be sensit i ve to your  
leading. Amen.  
 

Message:   God is cal l ing us  to a commitment which goes  
beyond a casual  adherence to the faith. He is  cal l ing us  
beyond Sunday morning songs and sermons. He is  
cal l ing us  to a l ife of fol lowing him, even when fol lowing 
him means that we must severe t ies  with old traditions.  
 

Affirmation:  I have chosen to fol low Jesus al l  the way, 
regardless  of  what it costs  in terms of  my former 
traditions.  
 

Reflection:  This  devotion brings  up a serious question.  
Can people participate with rel igi on, go church on days  
of  worship, learn the scripture and the church doctrines ,  
and sti l l  not be in the kingdom?  
 

My Thoughts:  

________________________________
________________________________
________________________________
________________________________  



Day Fourteen  
 

Jesus Was Concerned for Jerusalem  
 

O Jerusalem, Jerusal em, you who kil l  the prophets  and 
stoned those sent to you, how often I have longed to  
gather your children together, as  a hen gathers  her 
chicks  under her wings , but you were not wil l in g.  

–  Luke 13:34  
 

Jesus  had come to the world to offer hope and peace  
to al l  who would hear him. His  desire was for Jerusalem 
to receive his  message and become the place where l ife  
f lowed out to the world. What he found in Jerusalem 
was people who were committed to keeping things  the  
way they had always  been. He was offering them a chance 
to become the center of  kingdom inf luence to the world,  
but they weren’t  wil l ing .  

The irony of  this passage is that Jesus was on his  way 
to meet his  destiny in Jerusalem and the people were not  
only unaware of  what lay ahead of  him but they also were 
not aware of  what he wanted to do for them.  

People fol lowed him for loaves  and f ishes and to see 
the miracles . As long as  it  was  safe, and as  long as  they  
didn’t have to change too much, they would fol low him. 
But when fol lowing him became unpopular and 
dangerous, they al l  turned against him.  

The leaders  of  the people did not real ize the plan 
God had for them. They were concerned about the  
Roman occupation, and they wanted to b e independent;  
otherwise they were content with their tradit ion. Jesus  
not only threatened their trad ition but they also saw him 
as  a threat to their somewhat frag ile peace with Rome.  

It  was  their fear of the unknown coupled with their 
fear of  Rome and the ir commitment to trad it ion which  
caused them to miss  the bless ing God had for  them.  



All  too often we fal l  victim to the same issues . We 
fear to tread where we have not gone before. The 
unknown scares  us . We are concerned about  upsetting 
the balance we have achieved l iving in this  world. To 
upset the whole thing might not be a good idea… thus 
we argue ourselves  out of  trusting God and stepping 
toward him in faith .  
 

Prayer:  God, grant me the confidence to trus t you and 
the wisdom to step toward you in faith . In Jesus  name,  
amen.  
 

Message:  The unknown scares  us . We are concerned 
about upsetting the balance we have achieved  l iving in 
this  world. To upset the whole thing might not be a good 
idea… thus we argue ourselves  out of trusting God and 
stepping toward h im in faith .  
 

Affirmation:  I know that to fol low Christ  requires  that  
I be prepared for change and to take risk. I  am wil l ing  
to do that to achieve the purposes  God has for me in his  
kingdom.  
 

Reflection:  Have you found yourself  trying to secure  
your world with in your own comfort zone?  Give some 
thought to how the leaders  of  Jesus  day were comfortable  
within their tradit ions and didn't  want to change, and 
how that compares  to leaders  today whose greatest  
concern is  preserving their tradition. Has that af f ected  
their abil ity to s tep out in faith?  
 

My Thoughts:  

________________________________
________________________________
________________________________
________________________________  



Day Fif teen  

 

Humility Helps Prevent Embarrassment  
 

When someone invit es  you to a wedding feast ,  do not  
take the place of  honor, for a person more distinguished 
than you may have been inv ited.  If  so, the host who 
invited both of  you wil l  come and say to you, “Give this  
man you seat.”  Then, humil iated, you wil l  have to take  
the least  important place. But when you are invited, take  
the lowest place, so that when your host comes he wil l  
say to you, “Friend, move up to a better place.”  Then 
you wil l  be honored in the presence of  al l  your fel low 
guests .  Everyone who exalts  himself  wil l  be humbled and 
he who humbles  himself  wil l  be exalted. –  Luke 14:8 -11  

 

Many of  us have been guil ty of  walking into a  
s ituation where we thought we were in a posit ion greater  
than we actual ly were . Many years  ago I attended a two -
week training for a job I had. At the end of  the training 
they had a rewards ceremony. They gave an award to the 
person who had overcome the most obstacles  to achieve  
success  in that f ield and a wel l  deserved person received  
that award.  

Then they were preparing to give the aw ard for the  
overal l  number one person in the program. They began 
to describe the ef forts  of  the person getting the award  
and they talked about his  high scores  on the  tests  and 
in his  classroom performance. They were describing me 
to a “T.” I had the highes t  scores  and had won f irs t  place 
in a category or two. I knew they were talking about me.  

As they were near ing the t ime of  announcing the  
name of  the person to be awarded I checked hair,  took 
a deep breath and was ready to go forward to receive the  
award , when they cal led another persons ' name. At that  
moment I was very happy that I had not expressed my 
expectations to the person s itt ing next to me.  



Jesus  is  tel l ing us in this passage that we should not 
be worried about prestige or posit ion because  if  we ar e  
we are l ikely to be embarrassed along the way. Be wil l ing  
to take a lower place and when your talents  and 
achievements  are recognized you wil l  be moved to a 
better posit ion.  
 

Prayer:   Lord, give me the grace to think soberly about  
my posit ion and not to think more highly of  myself  than 
I should. In Jesus  name, amen.  
 

Message:   We should not be worr ied about p restige or  
posit ion because if  we are we are l ike ly to be 
embarrassed along the way. Be wil l ing to take a lower  
place and when your talents  and achie vements  are  
recognized you wil l  be moved to a better posit ion.  
 

Affirmation:  Sometimes my place seems lower than 
where I belong, but I have learned that if  I  am humble  
that I wil l  not only be saved from potential  
embarrassment but when others  recognize my  service  
they wil l  move me to a new posit ion.  
 

Reflection:  Have you ever been guil ty of  assuming you 
belonged in a certa in posit ion and faced the  
embarrassment of  being asked to move so the  intended 
person could be there?  I have and it  isn 't  comfortable .  
Give some thought to the message Jesus  was presenting  
in this  passage.  
 

My Thoughts:  

________________________________
________________________________
________________________________
________________________________ 



Day Sixteen  

 

A Call to Benevolence  

 

Then Jesus said to his  host, “When you give a  luncheon 
or dinner , do not inv ite your friends, your brothers  or 
relatives , or your rich neighbors ; if  you do,  they may  
invite you back and so you wil l  be repaid. But when you 
give a banquet , invite the poor, the cri ppled, the lame,  
the bl ind, and you wil l  be blessed. Although they cannot  
repay you, you wil l  be repaid at the resurrect ion of  the 
righteous.”  –  Luke 14:12 -14  

 

In the verses  above our passage Jesus  is  instructing  
guests  who attend a banquet. In these verse s  Jesus  is  
giving instructions to those who host the  banquet.  
Typical ly,  when people hosts  an event they wil l  invite  
people who wil l  in some way be a benef it  to them. They  
wil l  invite business  associates  they are trying inf luence,  
or they might invite frie nds that they bel ieve wil l  
reciprocate  by invit ing them to an event . Jesus  is  tel l ing  
us  that our motivat ion must be dif ferent than that.  

The message seems to be that if  we have inf luence 
and resources  we should use them to benef it  those who 
are not as  blessed as  we are . Jesus  was consistently  
cal l ing our attention to those around us who are less  
fortunate. He healed the bl ind, the leprous, and the 
lame. He ministered to al l  who needed what he had to  
offer and he didn’t  worry about being polit ica l ly correct  
or about what was social ly acceptable.  

It  was  not uncommon for him to free people from 
demons or to forgive a prostitute and free her from that  
l ifestyle. He was not afraid to go to the home of  the  
publicans and he was not afra id to al low a  forgiven 
woman to wash his  feet with tears  in the home of  a  
Pharisee.  



Jesus  was a man of  the people, the common man and 
the hurting masses . His  heart was to touch those who 
didn’t have the abil ity to help themselves . He is  cal l ing  
us to the same mind set.   

When was the last  t ime you set down with a homeless  
person and talked with them enough to know who they 
were?  How about the people in your own church that  
could never inv ite you to dinner ; have you inv ited them 
to dinner?   
 

Prayer:   Lord, grant me the grace of  seeing  others  as  
your see them and to give myself to serving others . In 
Jesus  name, amen.  
 

Message:   Jesus  was a man of  the people, the  common 
man and the hurt ing masses . His  heart was  to touch 
those who didn’t  have the abil ity to help themselves . He 
is  cal l ing us  to the same mind set.  
 

Affirmation:  I have accepted the cal l  to serve those  
around me who are in need of  someone to love them 
unconditional ly.  
 

Reflection:  Is  Jesus  just  talking about a banquet in this  
passage or is  he talking about something more?  Here  is  
my question: Who are you helping that cannot help  
themselves  and who cannot repay you for helping them?  
How wil l ing are you to s tep outs ide your comfort zone 
to serve someone whose s tation in l ife is far below yours?  
 

My Thoughts:  

________________________________
________________________________
________________________________
________________________________  



Day Seventeen  

 

The Table is Ready  
 

A certain man was preparing a great banquet and invited  
many guests .  At the t ime of  the banquet he sent his  
servant to tel l  those who had been invited, “Come, for 
everything is  now ready.”  But they al l  began to make 
excuses .   –  Luke 14:15 -18  

 

An apparently wealthy and wel l  known man was  
preparing a banquet for his  friends and business  
associates . It  was  to be a gal a  event. Much preparation 
had gone into decorating the banquet hal l  and preparing  
the food. The invitations had been sent out, but no one 
had came.  

The host sent out his  servants  to al l  of those who had 
been invited to remind them that this  was the day of  t he  
great event . One by one those who had been invited  
made excuses  for not coming. One said he had just 
bought some property and he had to go check it  out.  
Another said that they had just bought f ive yoke of  oxen 
and I have to put my servants  to work plowi ng in the  
f ield. One by one they al l  made excuses .  

Jesus  was tel l ing this  s tory to let  the rel igious leaders  
know that the Father had prepared the k ingdom of  
heaven for them, but they were al l  rejecting it  because  
they each had their own agenda. He was try ing to tel l  
them that the kingdom was going forward with them or 
without them and he preferred for them to come along.  

The message of  this  parable applies  to us  today . Many  
of  us , because of  our preconditioning and our  
traditions, f ind it  d if f icult  to fol low God wherever he  
leads . We’l l  go so far, but when our comfort zone begins  
to be s tretched we tend to pul l  back into a comfortable  
place.  



We must remember that God’s  plan for the k ingdom 
wil l  be executed , with us  or without us . He prefers  for 
us  to be a part of what he is doing in these t imes, but if  
we refuse to fol low wholeheartedly he loves  us  enough 
to let  us  s tay behind.  

The banquet is  ready and the table is  set .  We are  
welcome to join the party, but if  we don’t the party wil l  
go on any way. Let’s  jo in the master at  the banquet table .  

 

Prayer:  Lord, I tend to get involved in the world and 
forget that your kingdom is  most important. Help me to 
always  remember that . Amen.  
 

Message:   God’s plan for the kingdom wil l  be executed ,  
with us  or without us . He  prefers  for us to be a part of  
what he is  doing in these t imes, but if  we refuse to fol low 
wholeheartedly he loves  us  enough to let  us  s tay behind.  
 

Affirmation:  I have accepted the real ity that I f  I  do not  
choose to wholeheartedly fol low Christ  he wil l  move on 
without me. That is  why I do fol low him with my whole  
heart.  
 

Reflection:  God cal ls ,  but it  is  up to those he cal ls  to 
respond. Give this  some careful  thought: What is  it  in  
your l ife that is more important to you than ful ly 
surrender ing to God and  pursuing his  wi l l  with a 
pass ion?  
 

My Thoughts:  

________________________________
________________________________
________________________________
________________________________  



Day Eighteen  

 

The Banquet is ready – Come  

One, Come All  
 

The servant came back and reported this  to his  master.  
Then the owner of  the house became angry and ordered  
his  servant, “Go out quickly into the s treets  and al leys  
of the town and bring in the poor, the crippled, the 
bl ind and the lame.  –  Luke 14:21  

 

They had probably heard that the r ich and f amous  
had been inv ited to the mansion for an elaborate  
banquet, but not one of  them had given a thought to  
being inv ited themselves . They al l  knew that poor aren’t  
invited to such events . The cr ippled, bl ind and lame 
knew that they would certainly never be invited.  

Perhaps these poor folks  had fantas ized about  being 
invited to the mansion, but they knew it  could never  
happen to them. All  they knew was a l ife of poverty and 
hard knocks. Even in their fondest dreams the  crippled, 
bl ind and lame never imagined dining in the mansion.  

But that was what was being rumored about. Servants  
of  the owner of  the mansion were going up and down 
the streets  tel l ing them that banquet was ready and they  
were inv ited. The poor ones who had never been to s uch 
a place now found their f eet taking them to the  mansion.  
The physical ly impaired who had known nothing but  
rejection were now riding in the carriage of  the wealthy  
man of  the mansion.  

The most rewarding time of  my l ife has  been when 
I’ve been working w ith people who had lost hope. They  
were s tuck at the bottom of  their barrel  and could see  
no way out.  Then someone reaches down and says , “Jesus  
loves  you.”  At f irs t they can’t  bel ieve it .  They think you 



are pul l ing some kind of  a scam, but then, when they  
take you up on the offer they real ize it  is  true.  

You may have been one of  those who never thought  
God would ever give you any attent ion. The things  you 
had done were too bad and you had been doing it  for so 
long that there was no way God would invite you  to his  
banquet; but here you are feasting on the good things  
he provides .  

Come one come al l  to the banquet God has 
prepared.  
 

Prayer:  Lord, I am not the kind of  person others  think 
of  as  great, but you have seen value in me. Thank you 
for invit ing me into your banquet.  
 

Message:   God has f irs t  offered the kingdom to those 
who qual if ied by birth. Then he offered it  to whoever  
would come. Today the banquet of  salvation is  prepared 
to al l  who would come.  
 

Affirmation:  I have no joy that the chosen ones reje cted  
the cal l  but I am rejo icing that the Lord extended the  
cal l  who "whosoever wil l ."  
 

Reflection:  How do you feel  about being invi ted to the  
banquet of  salvation? Do you feel  worthy?  What about  
those around you, maybe even some you wouldn't  
normally t ake  the t ime to even greet, should they be  
invited?   
 

My Thoughts:  

________________________________
________________________________
________________________________
________________________________  



Day Nineteen  

 

 Count the Cost of Discipleship  
 

Suppose one of you wants  to build a tower. Wil l  he not 
f irs t  s it  down and estimate the cost to see if  he has  
enough money to complete it?  For if he lays  the 
foundation and is  not able to f inish it ,  everyone who 
sees  it  wil l r idicule him, saying , “This  fel low began to  
bui ld and was not able to f inish.”  –  Luke 14:28 -39 

 

When we are witness ing to someone about Christ  
and redemption we rarely s it  them down and s ay, “Now,  
this  is  what it  means to fol low Christ…” and fol low that  
with the message Jesus  was giving those who were  
fol lowing him. If  we did that we would have fewer people  
say the s inners  prayer, but  we would probably have a  
larger number of  people who are truly converted.  

Just as  in the day Jesus ministered, when there are  
spectacular things  happening, people want to come and 
see what it  is  al l  about. Verse 25 of  this  passage tel ls  us , 
“Large crowds were ravel ing with Jesus .”  Wherever he 
went the crowds fol lowed, until  he began to explain 
what it  meant to fol low him.  

In verses  26 -27 he says , “If  anyone comes to me and 
does not hate his  father and mother , his  wife and 
children, his  brothers  and s is ters  –  yes , even hi s  own l ife 
–  he cannot be my disciple. And anyone who does not 
carry his  cross  and fol low me cannot be my di sciple.”   

Having said that , Jesus  gives  the examp le  of  a 
builder. When he has  the plans in his hands he begins  
to count the cost of  the material  and l abor involved to  
see if  he has  what it  takes  to complete the pro ject.  Most  
of  us have seen buildings  partial ly f inished because the 
builder ran out of  money and that is  not a good thing to  
see.  



While he’s  cal l ing his  fol lowers  to count the cost of  
discipleship Jesus  goes  on to say, “Any of  you who does 
not give up everyth ing he has  cannot be my disciple” 
(v33).  

Have you counted the cost of  cal l ing yoursel f  a  
“Christian?” If  you have , then what have you done that  
shows you have given up everyth ing?  

 

Prayer:  Lord, counting the cost to fol low you is a l itt le 
scary. Give me the grace to surrender al l  to you. In Jesus  
name, amen.  

 

Message :   While he ’s  cal l ing his  fol lowers  to count the  
cost of  discipleship Jesus  goes  on to say , “Any of  you 
who does not give up everything he has  cannot be my 
disciple” (v33).  

 

Affirmation:  All  that I am; al l  that I have;  al l  that I  
ever hope to be , have been surrendered to Him and He 
is  in charge of  my l ife.  

 

Reflection:  As long as  I can remember I knew that I was  
supposed to be a preacher, but it  wasn 't  until  I  received  
the cal l  at  age 16 that I began to count the cost.  Have 
you counted the cost of  fol lowing Christ  the way he has  
cal led you to fol low him?  

 

My Thoughts:  

________________________________
________________________________
________________________________
________________________________  



Day Twenty  

 

Parables of Found Things  

 

Now the tax col lectors  and “s inners” were al l ga ther ing  
around to hear him. But the Pharisees  and the teachers  
of the law muttered, “This  man welcomes s inners  and 
eats  with them.” Then Jesus told them this  parable;  
“Suppose one of you has a hundred sheep and loses one 
of  them…” –  Luke 15:1 -3 

 

Most of  us heard the parable of  the lost sheep in 
Sunday School as  a child, as  wel l  as  the parable of  the  
lost  coin and parable of  the lost  son. However, we may  
not have considered why Jesus  was tel l ing these parables  
at  this  particular t ime. The Pharisees  and other  rel igious  
leaders  were complaining because Jesus  was not careful  
of  who he ate and drank with.  

The root problem was that Jesus  and the Pharisees  
came from two d if ferent points  of  view. The Pharisees  
were concerned about keeping themselves  pure and 
undefiled by s inners ; Jesus  was concerned about giving  
the opportunity to s inners  to be made cl ean.  Jesus  saw 
the s inner as  an opportunity to save and the Pharisees  
saw them as  a pariah to be avoided.  

Each of  these  parables  emphasizes  the joy of  one who 
found the miss ing object.  The shepherd cal ls  his  friends 
and neighbors  together and says , “Rejoice with me; I  
have found my lost sheep.”  The housewife  cal ls  her  
friends and neighbors  together and says , “Rejoice with  
me; I have found my lost coin.”  The father of  the  found 
son says , “We had to celebrate and be glad because this  
brother of  yours  was dead and is  al ive again; he was lost  
and is  found.”  

Jesus  tel l s  us  at  the end lost sheep parable, “I tel l  you 
in the same way there wil l  be more rejo icing in heaven 



over one s inner who repents  than over ninety -nine 
righteous persons who do not need to repent.”  And 
again at the end of  the lost coin parable , “I tel l you there 
is  rejoicing in the presence of  the angels  of  God over 
one s inner who repents .”  

Al l  of us were lost ,  and were l ike the prodigal  son, 
away from the comfort and safety of  home, then Jesus  
found us… or we found him. There is  much rejoic ing in 
heaven over you and I coming to Christ .  
 

Prayer:  Thank you Lord for continuing to cal l  me until  
I  surrendered. Amen.  
 

Message:   The conclusion of  each parable of  something 
lost  then found is  rejoicing . The often missed point of  
these parables  is  that heaven rejo ices  over those who are  
found.  
 

Affirmation:  I know that heaven re joices  when another  
rece ives  the bless ing of  Christ  and I am doing my part  
to keep heaven re joicing.  
 

Reflection:  This  15th chapter of  Luke has  three s tories  
of  things  lost then found. There is  the lost coin, the lost  
sheep and the lost  son. What do you see is  the  
s ignif icance of  these parables?  Can you identify, and 
give some poss ible reasons for both the s imilarit ies  and 
dif ferences  in these parables?  
 

My Thoughts:  

________________________________
________________________________
________________________________
________________________________  



Day Twenty One  

 

A Shrewd Manager Loses His Job  

 

The master commended the dishonest manager because  
he had acted shrewdly. For the people of  this  world are  
more shrewd in deal ing with their own kind than are the  
people of  the l ight. –  Luke 16:8 

 

Jesus  is  tel l ing the s tory of a man who was the 
manager  of  his  master ’s  business  af fa irs .  He was careless  
with the management of  the business . In fact ,  he may 
even have been embezz l ing a l itt le here and there. When 
the owner of  the business  found out that hi s  manager  
was  wasting resources  he cal led the manager to account.  

The manager knew he was in trouble when the owner  
cal led him in so he began to make a place for himself  
among those who were indebted to the business  owner.  
He said to himself ,  “What shal l  I  do now? My m aster is  
taking away my job. I ’m not s trong enough to dig, and 
I’m ashamed to beg –  I know what I’ l l  do so that, when 
I lose my job here, people wil l  welcome me into thei r  
houses” (v3 -4) .   

 He cal led in the debtors  one by one and began 
making deals  with them. He asked the f irs t  debtor, “How 
much do you owe my master?”  He answered, “Eight 
hundred gal lons of  ol ive oil .”  The manager said, “Take 
your bil l ,  s it  down quickly, and make it  for hundred .”  
He asked the next debtor, “How much do you owe?” He 
responded,  “A thousand bushels  of wheat.”  The manager  
said, “Take your bil l  and make it  eight hundred.”  

When the owner found out what his  manager was  
doing he was impressed at the wisdom of the man and 
commended him for his  shrewdness . However , the man 
was s t i l l  f ired because of  his  dishonesty and 
mismanagement of  the master ’s  resources .  



Jesus  concludes this  s tory by giving a tongue - in -cheek 
instruction. He said , “I tel l  you, use worldly wealth to  
gain friends for yourselves , so that when it  is gone, you 
wil l  be welcomed into eternal  dwel l ings” (v9) . He was  
reminding them that secur ing a place for themselves  in 
this  l ife is  not nearly as  important as  securing a place in  
the eternal  kingdom.  

Friendship with the world ends with the grave, but  
friendship with God is  ete rnal .  

 

Prayer:   Lord, help me to be faithful  to your kingdom.  
Amen.  
 

Message:   In the s tory of  the shrewd manager  Jesus  was  
reminding h is  fol lowers  that securing a place for  
themselves  in this  l ife is  not nearly as  important as  
securing a place in the eter nal  kingdom.  
 

Affirmation: I real ize that Jesus was tel l ing this  parable  
to warn his  fol lowers  that they must be wise about  
eternal  matters  and not to become fooled by the world's  
wisdom.  
 

Reflection:  What do you make of  the remark Jesus  made 
in verse 8 about worldly wealth?  Was he encourage  
people to seek worldly wealth because, af ter al l  it  is  only 
temporal  and when it  is  al l  over we're going to heaven 
anyway?  Or did he have another meaning?   
 

My Thoughts:  

________________________________
________________________________
________________________________
________________________________  



Day Twenty Two  

 

Being Faithful in the Small Things  
 

Whoever can be trusted with very l itt le can also be  
trusted with much, and whoever is  dishonest  with very  
l itt le wil l  also be dishonest with much. So if  you have  
not been trustworthy in handling worldly wealth, who 
wil l   trust you with true riches?  And if  you have not been 
trustworthy with someone else’s  property, who wil l  give 
you property of  you own? –  Luke 16 10 -12 

 

Jesus  is  explaining the s ignif icance of  the s tory in  
yesterday’s  message. The manager in that s tory was 
unfaithful  to his  master and not only wasted his  master’s  
resources  but he cheated the master trying to secure a  
place among those who were indebted to his  mas ter.  

Our verses  today are tel l ing us  of  the importance of  
paying attention to the l itt le things  because  if we are 
faithful  in the l itt le things  the big things  wil l  also be 
taken care of .  

Some years  ago our ministry was given the  
responsibil ity of  a rather large motel  to use as 
transit ional  housing for homeless  people. Before we 
took over the facil ity there was a maintenance man in 
charge of  keeping things  in good shape. Over  ¾ of the 
rooms were  uninhabitable. When we met the man we 
found out why.  

When he would rece ive a maintenance cal l  he would  
check it  out and report back , “That is  a big job and I  
don’t have the t ime to do it  now.” Everything to him 
was a b ig job, even the seemingly s imple things . The 
result  was  that things  were fal l ing apart because there  
was no regular maintenance .  

So, why did he not have t ime to do the maintenance?  
Well ,  as  soon as  we were given the keys  to the facil ity we 



went s traight to him and f ired him on the spot. When 
our new man looked through the maintenance shop he 
found stacks  of  pornography. He did not have t ime to  
do his  job because he was using his  t ime unwisely.  

The message Jesus  is  giv ing us  in these verses  is  that  
if  we can’t  be trusted to use wisely the resources  we have  
then we cannot be given the responsibil ity of  grea ter  
things . I  once heard a wise man say, “You can tel l  how 
a person values  their l ife by how they spend even a half  
hour of  their t ime.”   
 

Prayer: Lord, grant me a heart to be f aithful  in even the  
small  things  and to use my resources  wisely . In Jesus  
name. Amen.  
 

Message:   The message Jesus  is  giving us  in these verses  
is  that if we can’t  be trusted to use wisely the resources  
we have then we cannot be given the responsibil ity of  
greater things .  
 

Affirmation: I continual ly seek to understand the value 
of  my time, tal ent and other resources  so that I can 
faithful ly use those resources  for the benef it  of  the 
kingdom of  God.   
 

Reflection:  In these verses  Jesus is  giving us  a better 
understanding of  the parable of  the shrewd manager.  
When you look at the way you  handle the resources  you 
have been given do you feel  that you can be trusted with  
more?  
 

My Thoughts:  

________________________________
________________________________
________________________________
________________________________  



Day Twenty Three  

 

What Do You Love?  
 

No servant can serve two masters . Either he wi l l  hate the  
one and love the other, or he wil l  be devoted to the one 
and despise the other. You cannot serve both  God and 
money . –  Luke 16:13  

 

I once heard a person s ay, “I don’t love money –  I  
get  r id of  it  as  soon as  I get it !”  Of course this  person 
was just making a f l ippant comment, but the truth is  
whether you love to accumulate money, or you love the  
things  money buys , if  your love is  for this  world then 
you cannot love God and his  kingdom.  

We got s tarted on this  l ine of  thought with the 
servant who was about to be f ired because of  his 
mismanagement of  his  master’s  business .  Jesus  is  
teaching about faithfulness  with the resources  we have 
been given the responsib il ity to manage. That includes  
our t ime, t alent and treasure.  

The issue with the servant in the s tory is  that he was  
more concerned about himself  than he was about his  
master’s  business . His  number one concern was how he 
was going to maintain his  l ifestyle. He was not faithful  
to his  mas ter because he was only committed to his  own 
wil l  and desires .  

I  know a person who often talks  about pursuing an 
ecstatic experience he cal ls  “ love,”  yet ,  in the context of  
his  quest for love he only talks  about himself .  He wants  
to have that utopian kind of  serenity that in h is  mind is  
a perfect s tate of  love.  

The real it y is  that what he is  seeking is  the opposite 
of  love. It  is  sel f ishness . It  is  al l  about him. Love is  about  
others  not ourselves . He is  deluded into pursuing a sel f -
centered object ive .  



I have known people who think of  God as  the great  
butler in the sky. They seek him cont inual ly for the 
things  they want and confess  that he is  bound to give i t  
to them because he said, “Ask and you wil l  receive.”  So 
they ask, and ask and ask .  

In fact ,  their asking reveals  their heart .  It  is  not their 
love for God which drives  them to prayer, i t  is  their 
des ire for their own pleasures . The things  we value in 
our l ife reveal  what we have in our heart.  What do the  
things  you value reveal  about your heart?   

 

Prayer :  Lord, help me to love you the way you deserve  
to be loved and to hold l ightly the things  of  this  world.  
In Jesus  name. Amen.  
 

Message:   The things  you ask for reveals  your heart.  Is  
it  your love for God which drives  you to prayer, or is  it 
your desire for your own pleasures?  The things  we value  
in our l ife reveal  what we have in our heart.  
  

Affirmation: I am committed to keeping my heart free  
of  desire for this world's  goods so that my motives  for 
seeking God's  bless ings  are pure.   
 

Reflection:  Have you given much thought to the 
motivation behind your desires , even for spiritual  
things?  I sometimes hear people talking about wanting 
certa in gif ts  and I can tel l  by the way they are talking  
they aren 't  concerned about being able to minister to  
others . They just want to be blessed. How about you -  do 
you desire spiritual  gif ts ?   
 

My Thoughts:  

________________________________
________________________________
________________________________  



Day Twenty Four  

 

In Whose Eyes Are You Justified?  
 

The Pharisees , who loved money , heard al l  this and were  
sneering at Jesus . He said to them, “You are the ones 
who justify yourselves  in the eyes  of  men, but God knows  
your hearts .  What is  highly valued among men is  
detestable in God’s  s ight. "   –  Luke 16:14 -15  

 

Power , posit ion,  authority , trad ition; these  are al l  
words which describe what motivated the Pharisees .  
Jesus  confronted them time and time again on their 
att itude and the wickedness  of  their heart .  

The Phar isees  were l is tening to this  s tory and were  
no doubt muttering am ong themselves  about the naiveté  
of Jesus . In their mind he didn’t  have a clue as  to how 
the world funct ioned. One must be “wise,”  even to the  
point of  being deceitful ,  if  one was to succeed .  

It  was  more important for them to be thought of  as  
righteous in the eyes  of  men than it  was  to actual ly be  
righteous before God. All of  their righteousness  was 
about impress ing others , but true righteousness  comes 
from God and pleases  God.  

Many years  ago, when I was in col lege, I  worked in a 
factory. Many of  the col l ege s tudents  worked there and 
one of  them was a leader on campus. The other workers  
cal led us  al l  preachers  because we al l  attended Bible 
col lege . One day a fel low worker looked at the  man who 
was a leader at the col lege and asked, “Is  he a preacher?”  
I sa id yes he is . The other man then said, “He doesn’t  
act l ike it .”   

As I observed this  other fel low I began to real i ze our 
fel low worker was right. Oh, he didn’t  use bad language  
or tel l  bad jokes , in fact he didn’t  tel l  jokes  at  al l .  And 



he was a good worker. What then caused the other 
worker to think badly about this  man?  

It  was  his  att itude. He carr ied a “holier than thou” 
aura about him. He talked down to the “s inners” he  
worked with and was judgmental  of  others  from our own 
school . He real ly didn’t  proje ct the spirit  of  Christ .  

It  is  true that God knows our heart,  and 
unfortunately, others  can read our hearts  as  wel l .  What  
does  God, and others , see in your heart?  

 

Prayer:   Lord, Help me to be more concerned about  
what you see in my heart than the concern I  have for  
how others  see me. In Jesus  name, amen.  
 

Message:   The words of  Jesus : “You are the ones who 
justify yourselves  in the eyes  of  men, but God knows 
your hearts .  What is  highly valued among men is  
detestable in God’s  s ight."  
 

Affirmation:  The opinion of  man is  of  l itt le  value when 
weighed in the l ight of  God's  opinion of  us . I  value  
God's  opinion above man's .  
 

Reflection:  The fol lowing statements  are from the last  
paragraph of  the devotion for today. What do they mean 
to you? "It  is true that God knows our heart,  and 
unfortunately, others  can read our hearts  as  wel l .  What  
does  God, and others , see in your heart? "  
 

My Thoughts:  

________________________________
________________________________
________________________________
________________________________  



Day Twenty Five  
 

Our Choices Today Affect  

Our Eternal Destiny  
 

There was a rich man who was dressed in purple and 
f ine l inen and l ived in luxury every day. At hi s  gate was  
laid a beggar named Lazarus , covered with sores  and 
longing to eat what fel l  from the rich man’s  table. Even 
the dogs came and l icked his  sores .  

The time came when the beggar died and the angels  
carried him to Abraham’s  s ide. The rich man also died  
and was buried . In hel l ,  where he was in torment, he  
looked up and saw Abraham far away, with Lazarus by  
s is  s ide. So he cal led to him, “Father Abraham,  have pity  
on me and send Lazarus o dip the t ip of  his f inger in  
water and cool  my tongue, I am in agony in this  f ire.”  

But Abraham replied , “Son, remember that in your  
l i fetime you receiv ed your good things , whil e Lazarus  
rece ived bad things , but now he is  comforted  here and 
you are in agony. And besides  al l  this ,  between us and 
you a great chasm has been f ixed, so that those  who want  
to go from here to you cannot, nor can anyone cross  ove r 
from there to us .”  

He answered, “Then I beg you, father, send Lazarus  
to my father’s  house, for I have f ive brothers . Let him 
warn them, so that they wil l  not also come to this  place  
of torment.”  

Abraham replied, “They  have Moses  and the  
Prophets ; let  them l is ten to them.”  

“No, father Abraham,” he sa id, “But if  someone from 
the dead goes  to them, they wil l  repent.”  

He said to him, “If  they do not l is ten to Moses  and 
the Prophets , they wil l  not be convinced even i f  someone 
rises  from the dead.”  –  Luke 16:19-31  



Jesus  gives  us  much to think about in this  parable.  
First  is  the fact that we al l  wil l  die regardless  if  we are  
rich or poor. Second, each of  us has  an eternal  destiny;  
either in heaven with the righteous, or in hel l  with those 
who have not accepted the righteousness  of  Christ .  
Third, now is  the t ime to consider our l ife whi le we have  
the opportunity to make the right  choices . Think about  
these things .  

 

Prayer:   Lord, thank you for the opportunity to bel ieve  
and accept Christ  in this  l ife so I am prepa red for the 
next l ife. Amen.  
 

Message:   Each of us wil l die, regardless  of  our s tation 
in l ife. When that happens we wil l  be asked to give  
account of  our l ife and our eternal  destiny is  determined 
by what that accounting reveals .  
 

Affirmation:  I am careful  to choose God's  plan when  
making choices  in my l ife that wil l  af fect my eternal  
destiny.  
 

Reflection:  Give some thought to the three points  made 
in the last  paragraph of  this  devotion. First ,  we al l  wil l 
die regardless  if  we are rich or poor. Second, eac h of  us  
has  an eternal  destiny ; either in heaven with the 
righteous, or in hel l  with those who have not accepted  
the righteousness  of Christ .  Third, now is the t ime to 
consider our l ife while we have the opportunit y to make 
the right choices . Think about t hese things .  

 

My Thoughts:  

________________________________
________________________________
________________________________
________________________________  



Day Twenty Six  

 

Faith to Forgive  
 

If  your brother s ins , rebuke him, and if  he repents ,  
forgive him. If  he s ins  against you seven times in a day, 
and seven times comes back to you and says , “I repent,”  
forgive him. The apostles  said to the Lord , “Increase our  
faith!”  –  Luke 17:3 -4  

 

Just  as  the disciples , most of  us s truggle with this  
issue of  forgiveness . And, l ike the disciples ,  we often 
f ind ourselves  lacking the faith to forgive. How often 
have we prayed, “Lord, give me the faith to forgive?”  If 
you haven’t  prayed that prayer I’ve probably prayed it  
enough to make up for what you haven’t  done. Forgivin g  
those who offend us does  not come easy.  

In verses  1 -3 of  this  passage Jesus  offers  a perspective  
on forgiveness  that may give us  some motivat ion to be  
forgiving. Luke records Jesus  saying, “Things that cause  
people to s in are bound to come, but woe to th at person 
through whom they come. It  would be better for him to  
be thrown into the sea with a mil ls tone tied around his  
neck than for him to cause one of  these l itt le ones to 
s in. So watch yourselves .”  Then he goes  directly to  
teaching on forgiveness .  

Jesus  is  connect ing our need to forgive others  with a  
caut ion about offending others . Can it  be that the way  
we respond to an offense wil l  af fect how another person 
responds to us?   

It  looks l ike Jesus is saying that when someone else 
commits  an egregious act against us  that we must  
consider their need for forgiveness  above our  need for 
retribution.  



We must take seriously his  caution to  watch  
ourselves  so that we do not offend others  by our lack of  
forgiveness . If  you are hav ing a problem with being able  
to forgive I of fer two ideas . First ,  consider the need the  
other person has  to be forgiven. Second, pray for faith 
to forgive.  

 

Prayer:   Lord, increase my faith.  Grant me the grace of  
being able to forgive others  just  as  I need to be forgiven.  
In Jesus  name. Amen.  
 

Message:   Jesus  tel l s  us  that when someone els e commits  
an egregious act against us  we must consider their need 
for forgiveness  above our need for retribution.  
 

Affirmation:  I have  purposed to have an attitude of  
forgiveness  toward those who are off ensive toward me,  
regardless  of  whether they acknowledge their  wrong. It  
is  not my job to avenge myself ,  rather,  it  is  my  
responsibil ity to offer grace.  
 

Reflection:  One phrase in our Scripture passage for  
today got my attention; "Increase our faith ."  We u sual ly  
hear that quoted in the context of  increas ing  our faith 
to bel ieve for great things , but it  was  given in response 
to the Lord explaining about forgiveness . Do you need 
greater faith to forgive others?  Think about it .  
 

My Thoughts:  

________________________________
________________________________
________________________________
________________________________
________________________________  



Day Twenty Seven  

 

The Saint and the Sinner  
 

Now one of  the Pharisees  invited Jesus  to have dinner  
with him, so he went to the Pharisee’s  house and 
recl ined at the table. When a woman who had l ived a  
s inful  l ife in that town learned that Jesus  was eating at  
the Pharisee’s  house, she brought an alabaster jar of  
perfume, and as  she s tood weeping, she began to wet his 
feet with her t ears .  Then she wiped them with  her hair ,  
kissed them and poured perfume on them.  

When the Phar isee who had inv ited him saw this ,  he  
said to himself ,  “If  this  man were a prophet,  he would  
know who is  touching him and what kind of  woman she 
is  –  that she is  a s inner.”  

Jesus  answered him, “Simon, I have something to tel l  
you.”  “Tel l  me, teacher,”  he said.  

“Two men owed money to a certain moneyl ender .  
One owed him f ive hundred denarii ,  and the other f if ty.  
Neither of  them had the money to pay him back, so he  
canceled the debts  of  both. Now which of  them wil l  love  
him more?”  

Simon repl ied, “I suppose the one who had the  
bigger debt canceled.”  

You have judged correctly.”  Jesus  said.  

Then he turned toward the woman and said to  
Simon, “Do you see this  woman? I came into your house.  
You did not give me any water for my feet,  but she wet 
my feet with her tears  and wiped them with  her hair.  
You did not give me a kiss ,  but this  woman,  form the 
t ime I entered , has  not s topped kiss ing my feet.  You did 
not put  oil  on my head, but she has  poured perfume on 
my feet.  Therefore, I  tel l  you, her many s ins  have been 
forgiven –  for she loved much. But he who has  been 
forgiven l itt le loves  l itt le.”  



Then Jesus said to her, “Your s ins  are forgiven.”  

The other guest began to say among themselves ,  
“Who is  this  who even forgives  s ins?”  

Jesus  said to the woman, “Your faith has  saved you;  
go in peace.”  –  Luke 7:36 -56  

 Who is  the saint, and who is  the s inner?  
 

Prayer:   Lord, grant me the grace of  being grateful  for 
your gif t  of  forgiveness  to me and to be gracious to  
others  you have forg iven. In Jesus  name I ask.  Amen.  
 

Message:   Those who do not see their s in as  being very  
bad also have a hard time loving ful ly.  Those who know 
their s ins  were horribly offensive to God have no 
problem loving ful ly when forg iven.  
 

Affirmation:  Before Christ  my s ins  were ever before  
me, but now I know I am free of  s in because  of  Christ 
and I love him much.  
 

Reflection:  A couple of  interesting points  s tand out in  
this  s tory. First  Jesus  uses  the analogy of  two dif ferent  
debtors  forgiven and who would love the most . The 
other interesting point is  that Jesus  said the sins  of  the 
woman had been forgiven because she loved much. Was  
her s ins  forgiven because she loved much, or did she  
love much because her s ins  were forgiven?  
 

My Thoughts:  

________________________________
________________________________
________________________________
________________________________
________________________________  



Day Twenty Eight  

 

Faith That Moves Trees  
 

The apostles  sa id to  the Lord, “Increase our  faith!”  He 
repl ied, “If  you have faith as  small  as  a mustard seed,  
you can say to this  mulberry tree, “ ’Be uprooted and 
planted in the sea,’  and it  wil l  obey you.”  –  Luke 17:5 -6  

 

Now that was real ly encouraging. If  faith as sm all  as  
a mustard seed can move trees , then how small  must my 
faith be?  Do you know how big a mustard seed is ?  It ’s  
about the s ize of  the period at the end of  this  sentence.  

I don’t  think the s ize of  the mustard seed is  the real  
point. It  seems to me he is saying that it ’s  not how much 
you have it ’s  just  whether you have it .  If you have faith,  
even a l itt le faith, a whole new world is  opened to you.  

What I real ly found interesting about the way Jesus  
responds to the request of  the disciples  for faith is  the  
example he gave . Read verses  7 -10:  

Suppose one of  you has  a servant who comes in from 
plowing the f ield or tending the sheep. Would you 
take his  coat, set  the table, and say, “Sit  down and 
eat”?  Wouldn’t you be more l ikely to say, “Prepare  
dinner; change your clothes  and wait  table for me 
until  I ’ve f inished my coffee; then go to the kitchen 
and have your supper”?  Does the servant get special  
thanks for doing what’s  expected of  him? I t ’s  the 
same with you. When you’ve done everything 
expected  of  you, be mat ter -of - fact and say, “The work 
is  done. What we were told to do we d id.”  –  The 
Message Bible  

 Can you see the foundations of  faith in that s tory?  I 
can. First ,  there is  commitment to one greater than 
ourselves . We must real ize there is  a power greater than  
ourselves  and we must submit to that power. Then there  



is  the trust that the one we serve wil l  honor our service  
by giving us  the agreed upon recompense. Final ly,  when 
we have done the job we were asked to do we can enjoy  
the fruit  of  our labor.  

 God’s  word has  g iven us many promises  and each  
promise seems to hinge on a responsibil it y.  God is  
saying , “Trust me. Fol low my instructions and I wil l  
bless  you.”  We bel ieve the one we serve is  fai thful  and 
he wil l  fulf i l l  what he has  promised. That is  faith.  
 

Prayer:   Thank you for the grace of  bel ieving your  
promises . Amen.  
 

Message:   The foundations of  faith: First ,  there is  
commitment to one greater than ourselves . Then there  
is  the trust that the one we serve wil l  honor our service  
by giving us  the agreed upon recompense. Final ly,  when 
we have done the job we were asked to do we can enjoy  
the fruit  of  our labor.  
 

Affirmation:  I serve cheerful ly because I know there is  
a bless ing at the end of  the day.  
 

Reflection:  Give some thought to the way Jesus  
answered the request of  the disciples  to increase their  
faith. He made fa ith as  s imple as  doing what we know to  
do with the sure knowledge that  God is  going to do what  
he has  promised to do.  
 

My Thoughts:  

________________________________
________________________________
________________________________
________________________________  



Day Twenty Nine  

 

Only One Returned to Say, “Thank You”  

 

As he was going into a vil l age , ten men who had leprosy  
met him. They stood at a distance and cal led out in a 
loud voice , “Jesus , Master, have pity on us !” When he 
saw them, he said, “Go, show yourselves  to the priests .”  
And as  they went they were cl eansed. One of  them, when 
he saw he was healed , came back , prais ing God in a loud 
voice. He threw himself  at  Jesus ’  feet and thanked him 
–  and he was a Samaritan. –  Luke 17:11 -19  

 

In the t ime of  Jesus  one who had l eprosy was banned 
to a particular place for fear that the disease would  
spread. Jesus  was going into a vil lage to minister, and 
because they weren’t  al lowed to enter the vil l age , o r to  
have contact with anyone who didn’t  have the disease,  
the 10 lepers waited for him at a safe distance and when 
they saw him they began to cry out for him to show them 
mercy and heal  them.  

Jesus  didn’t  touch them, or even invite them to come 
closer. He s imply told them to go to the priest  and have  
him examine them. The 10 lepers  saw him, they heard  
him, and they l is tened to what he said. They  
immediately began to go f ind a  priest ,  and in the mean 
time they looked at themselves  and real ized  that they  
were being healed.  

Two major ideas  seem to jump off  the page  at us . 
First ,  when Jesus gave them a command, they  
immediately went to do as  he had said. It  should be 
noted that they were not healed until  they  acted in 
obedience to the command of  the Lord. It wa sn’t  until  
they were on the journey to f ind a priest  that Jesus  
healed them. I see a lesson for us  in this part of  the 
s tory. The message is  this :  when you hear the word of  



the Lord, act on it  without regard to  whether you see  
the manifestation of  the Holy  Spirit .  

The second idea that jumped off  the page to me was 
this  phrase, “One of  them, when he saw he was healed,  
came back, prais ing God in a loud voice.  He threw 
himself  at  Jesus ’  feet and thanked him.” This  man had a  
grateful  heart .  We must learn the le sson of  a grateful  
heart .  

 

Prayer:  Help me to always  be grateful  for the gif ts  you 
give even when there is  no obvious manifes tation. In 
Jesus  name, amen.  
 

Message:  It  is  not enough to reach out to the Lord for 
the answer to your dif f icult  s ituation -  you must also  
show gratitude for the good God does for you.  
 

Affirmation:  I have tried working things  out on my own 
and I d idn 't  l ike the results .  I  now have learned to trust  
the Lord and he works the circumstances  for my ultimate  
benef it .  Thank you Lord.  
 

Reflection:  Besides  the obvious lesson on forgiveness ,  
what other oddity do you notice about thi s  passage?  
Look at the man who returned to thank Jesus for  
heal ing. He was a Samaritan. The 9 Jews didn't  return 
to thank him, but the Samaritan did. What is  the  
message you see here?  
 

My Thoughts:  

________________________________
________________________________
________________________________
________________________________  



Day Thirty  

 

The Kingdom of God is Within You  
 

Once, having been asked by the Pharisees  whe n the 
kingdom of  God would come Jesus repl ied, “The 
kingdom of  God does not come with your careful  
observat ion. Nor wil l  people say, “Here it  is ,”  or “There  
it  is ,”  because the kingdom of  God is  within you.  

–  Luke 17:20 -21  

 

The Phar isees  were s tuck in the ir tradition.  Their  
tradition said that the Messiah would come with force  
and would overthrow the oppress ive governments  that  
had intimidated them for centur ies . They had hope for 
a l iteral  kingdom and a l it eral  throne. Jesus  was trying  
to introduce them to a new idea regard ing the  kingdom.  

Jesus  had been trying to convince people for  about  
three years  and he had quite a fol lowing, but most of  
those who fol lowed him were in it for the free bread and 
f ish they were given. It  appears  that the general  
population loved Jesus  and his  teaching, but they didn’t  
understand the kingdom of  God as  Jesus  was teaching it .  
The rel igious leaders  could not accept the kingdom of  
God Jesus was teaching because it  was  not  in their  
tradition.  

 In short, it  seems that nobody un derstood the  
kingdom. Even after his  resurrection when he was giving  
his  last  instructions to the disciples  they s t i l l  hadn’t  
understood the message. He instructed them to go to  
Jerusalem and wait  for the promise of  the Father. Their  
response was , “Lord, are you at this t ime going to restore 
the kingdom to Israel?”  They did not yet understand,  
but they were about to.  



Jesus  clearly told the Pharisees , and anyone el se who 
was l is tening, that the kingdom of  God  was not  centered  
in buildings  one could see but i t  was  in the hearts  of 
those who bel ieved. That is  an incredible revel ation. We 
don’t have to go to Jerusalem to f ind the kingdom; we 
don’t have to go to Mecca to f ind the kingdom; we don’t  
even have to go anywhere to f ind the kingdom of  God.  

When we bel i eve in and commit our hearts  to Jesus  
as  our Lord and Sav ior we have found the kingdom of  
God and we carry the kingdom with us  wherever we go 
because the kingdom of  God is  within us .  

 

Prayer:   Lord, thank you for al lowing me into your  
kingdom. Grant me gra ce that I might bring  honor to  
your kingdom. Amen.  
  

Message:   When we bel ieve in and commit our  hearts  to  
Jesus  as  our Lord and Savior we have found the kingdom 
of  God and we carry the kingdom with us  wherever we 
go because the kingdom of  God is  within us . 
 

Affirmation: The kingdom of  God is  within me because  
I have in faith embraced Jesus , the Christ  as  Lord.   
 

Reflection:  Today we do not have a problem with the  
kingdom of  God being within us . Why do you suppose 
the people of  Jesus  day had dif f iculty unde rstanding 
that?  Do we as bel ievers  have some of  the same dif f iculty 
understanding what God is  doing today?  Does our  
denominat ional  tradit ion somet imes keep us  from 
moving forward in our walk with God?  
 

My Thoughts:  

________________________________
________________________________
________________________________  



Day Thirty One  

 

Ready or Not – He’s Coming!  
 

The time is  coming when you wil l  long to see one of  the  
days  of  the Son of  Man, but you wil l  not see  it .  Many  
wil l  say, “There he is ! ’  or “here he is !”  D o not go  
running of  af ter them. The Son of  Man in hi s  day wil l  
be l ike the l ightening, which f lashes  and l ights  up the 
sky form one end to the other. But f irs t  he must suffer 
many things  and be re jected by this  generation.  

–  Luke 17:22 -26  

 

Jesus  was predict ing three things  in th is  passage. He 
was f irs t  predicting the t ime that has  been cal led, "The 
day of  the Lord."  That is  the t ime when the Lord returns  
and that day wil l  come as  l ightening comes from the 
clouds. No one can predict the exact t ime of  a  l igh tning 
strike, if  they could no one would ever be hit  by it .   

The second thing Jesus  is  predicting is  that there wil l  
be many who wil l  claim to be the promised one. They  
wil l  be seen ( and today are seen) as  "the enlightened 
ones ."  And there are many of  thos e today. People from 
al l  over the world travel  to faraway places  to be taught  
by these enlightened ones .  

But Jesus  tel l s his  disciples not to be carried away by  
such things  but to be faithful  to the teachings  he ha s  
given them and to look for his  return.  

The f inal  thing he addresses  is his own suffering that  
would soon be tak ing place.  

The message I see in this  passage is  that there wil l  be  
a t ime of  great glory for al l  who are faithful ,  but until  
that day bel ievers  who are fol lowers  of  Christ  must 
remain faithful ,  not being carried away by those  
claiming to have special  revelat ion and anoint ing.  



We may not know just when or where l ightening wil l  
s trike, but we can tel l  when a s torm is  near. In the verses  
fol lowing our passage today Jesus  gives  a few clues  of  
when to look for his  return.  

He warns, "Just as  it  was  in the days  of  Noah."  
Wickedness  had become so preval ent in those  days  that 
God was moved to destroy mankind. He also  refers  to 
the days  of  lot and the wicked people of  that t ime.  

Look around you. Observe the t imes. This  is his 
warning.   
   

Prayer:  Lord, help me to observe the t imes and prepare  
myself .  Amen.  
 

Principle:   We may not know just when or where  
l ightening wil l  s trike , but we can tel l  when a s torm is  
near . The s igns around us today speak o f  a coming storm 
and of  the return of  our Lord and King, Jesus . We must 
be ready because ready or not He is  coming.  
 

Affirmation: I am ready for his  return. Like  the bride  
of  revelat ion, I have made myself  ready and the cry of  
my heart is ,  "Come Lord Jesus ."   
 

Reflection:  Jesus  warns about going from place to place  
trying to f ind a Messiah when he has  already come. We 
do not have to go to a high mountain or a s trange place  
to f ind him. He is  right here, right now. His  desire is  to  
f i l l  us  with hi Spirit  and  prepare us  for his  return.  
 

My Thoughts:  

________________________________
________________________________
________________________________
________________________________  



 


